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Flight Jacket 

Dute~~~; ~e~- l ~~ .. ;'.' 
proof. windproof '.~\\\ 1 100% nylon. Lined . ., : 
wi lh polyester fibrefi ll 
lor comfort zone of 
about 20° to 55°F. 
Reversible to surviva l 
orange: features large 
inside. outs ide and 
sleeve pockets. Our 
most popu lar jacket 
for years 11 

Sizes· S. M. L. XL 
Choose colors: sage green or black 
Item #C -500 .. . Regular lengths ... . .. . .. $59.95 
Long lengths (M, L, XL) .............. .. . $69.95 

• Military 
Berets -

Jaunty. daring and 
classy - like the 
protessional's who 
wear them' These are 
official regulation berets 
of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all military 
specs. Made express ly for us by lhe prime military 
conlraclor. 
Choose the officia l headgear of 
D Special Forces (green) llem # H-425 
D Ranger (black) Item # H-435 
D Airborne Paratroopers (maroon) Item #H -430 
D Artillery/Guardian Angels (red) Item # H-440 
Sizes: 6% lo 7314 
(Not sure of your size? Tel l us how many inches 
around your head where you wear your hat. We'll 
send lhe correct one) ...... . ......... . . $14.95. 

• BDU Cap, Winterweight 
(with earflaps) 

Latesl milit ary issue. 
- Features lined flaps which 

can fold down to keep 
your ears warm and tuck 

in to lhe hat when the 
weather s ba lmy . 
Sizes run small . 

Choose: Woodland 
Sizes 7, 7'1• . 7'h. 731, Black, Camo or OD Green 
Item #H-270 ......... .. .. ... ......... $8.50. 

Amazing fluid 11 fNVELoPE 
When sprayed onto X-RAY 

any envelope .. makes SPRAY 
the paper transparent. 
thus permitting easy 

viewing of the contents. After about 30 seconds. the 
paper re turns to normal - without a trace of dis
coloration . stain or odor11 (So no one can tell that the 
envelope has been "X-Rayed ".) 
6 fl. oz . can will treat dozens of envelopes. Made in 
USA. 
caution! Unauthorized access to US Mall Is pro· 
hlbhed by law! Item #A·655 .. ..... $11.95/can. 

• USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket - Type N2B 
DESIGNED FDR TEMPERATURES DF -HJ" TO 32° F. 

WE SHIP C.O.D. - C.O.D. FEE $5.95 

• Drill Instructor/Smokey 
The Bear Hat -

Here's a hat with characler11 No 
one who wears ii escapes 
a persona lity change An · . 
uncontrollable urge lo shou l 
orders or heap abuses. pursue flamers. or 
wrile tralfic tickets . Lei your true or wistlul self be 
heard' 
Finest quality. t 00% wool I elf. made in USA . 
Sizes : 6~s lo 731• 
Item #H-300 .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . $26.95 

• Genuine Leather Chin Strap -
Item #H -305 ..... .. ... ... .... .. . .... . $2.95. 
• Acorn Hat Cord (as shown )(Specily color :gold 
metallic. black/gold metallic . yellow. red. light blue. 
silver) 
Item #H-310 .. ... .. .. .. .. ............ $8.95. 

Sany! No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Tetepbane. 

• Dog Tag Silencers - black. non
glare rubber bumpers for tag. 
Item #X-650 . .. ... ........ . . .. ... $1 .95/palr. 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 
below with each order . Amounts shown include cost of 
postage, packaging , insurance and handling . 

Orders upto$10.00 .................... $3,95 
Orders from $10.01 to $20.00 . . . . $4 .95 
Orders from $20.01 to $50.00 . . . ... $5.95 
Orders from $50.01 to $70.00 . . ... $6.95 
Orders from $70.01 to $100.00 .... $7.95 
Orders from $100.01 to $200.00 ............ $8.95 
Ordersover$200.01 ...... $10.95 

Canadian Orders · Send Double Amount Indicated 

I SATISFACTION GUARANTEED I 

Chom: Black 
er S11e Grun 

~-..o.')J Ou/er Sholl 
Color. 

Sizes: S, M. 
Land XL. 

$99.95. 
Item # C-550 

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT319W.42ND ST., 

NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 
(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 
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COMMAND GUIDANCE 
by Robert K. Brown 

Fight Burmese Tyranny Now 
A ragtag band of 16-year-olds gazes at 
the cloudy mountains to the west 
before picking up their weapons. Some 
wear fragments from old military uni
forms; others are in shorts and 
flip-flops. 

With a signal from their leader, quiet 
conversation among the boys slowly 
dies; anxiety and tension begin spilling 
into the humid air. After a final weap
ons check, the 
young soldiers 
begin following one 
another into the 
jungle. 

The boys are 
freedom fighters 
from the Karen eth
nic group ; their 
destination is the 
front, on the oppo
site side of a single 
mountain range. 
From Manerplaw, 
their headquarters 
in eastern Burma, their trip will require 
two to three days. 

If they arrive alive, the Karen sol
diers will be face-to-face with one of 
the most rancid and repulsive anti
freedom forces in the world today: the 
Burmese government and its army. 

Fanatical in its drive to extinguish all 
voices of opposition to its tyranny, the 
Burmese government is now com
pletely out of control in its effort to wipe 
out the Karen, who are fighting for a 
free, independent state based on 
Western-style democratic principles. 

Karen villages are torched by the 
Burmese, with survivors forced to pack 
munitions at the point of a gun; young 
Karen girls are forced to carry water 
and other supplies between Burmese 
bunkers at the front; jets purchased 
from the People's Republic of China 
pound Karen strongholds, whether mil
itary or civilian. 

The genocidal murder of an entire 

freedom-loving, largely Christian peo
ple has become an everyday part of life 
in eastern Burma. And, with no media 
coverage, no one knows just how 
much destruction this butchery has 
caused. 

One thing is known: A Karen kid 
returning to Manerplaw missing his leg 
from the knee down is given a Band
Aid; those filled with metal from AK-47s 

are handed aspirin. 
This is how things 
are at headquarters, 
not in the remote 
jungles. 

In the past year, I 
have received many 
letters of support for 
the Karen from SOF 
readers. Many of 
you know about the 
Karen and their 
cause, and wish to 
help them in 
some way. 

You now have a chance to do so -
a chance that may not come again. An 
associate of mine will soon be traveling 
to Manerplaw to deliver medical sup
plies to the Karen. 

He will take whatever money you 
can send with him to western Thailand, 
contact Karen leaders to find out what 
supplies are most urgently needed, 
purchase these in Thailand, then cross 
into Burma to personally deliver them 
to Karen doctors. 

Keep in mind that even a little 
money will buy a lot of supplies in 
Thailand, even if a portion of funds 
from donations will be necessary for 
other expenses in this project. Please 
send as many dollars as you can to: 

Refugee Relief International Inc., 
1992 Karen Medical Project, PO Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306 

(Checks and money orders are most 
welcome; all donations are tax 
deductible.)~ 
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BLUE BADGES OF HONOR ... . . .. .. ............ . Greg walker 
American Special Forces advisers in El Salvador saw their share of combat and 
meet award criteria. Yet, the U.S. Army refuses to grant them Combat 
Infantryman's Badges. Why? 32 

COMBAT ZONE CROATIA .. ... . ........... . .. . . . . . Bob Jordan 
When Bob Brown sent an SOF team to Yugoslavia, his instructions were: "Get 
close, but don't get killed." One week later, as they ran through backyards and 
alleys of Petrinja, heading for the wreckage of a downed MiG-21, they wondered if 
they'd gotten too close 38 

POSTCARDS FROM THE CONTRAS . . . . .. .. .... Glenn Garvin 
All wars provide moments of humor - and the contra war in Nicaragua had more 
bizarre moments than most. Garvin spent most of the war with the contras, 
covering it for the Washington Times. This excerpt from his forthcoming book will 
amuse and amaze you 42 

Marine's - Page 68 Photo: Tom Nevin 
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EXCLUSIVE: 
PHOTOS THE PENTAGON 
DIDN'T WANT 
YOU TO SEE . . . . Don Mcl ean 
The winner of SOF's Desert Storm 
Photo Contest captured some mo
ments on fi lm that the military would 
just as soon not publicize. Look and 
you'll see why 46 

ANIMAL 
TERRORISTS .. ... Galen Geer 
Hunters are virtually being held hos
tage by lunatic animal "rights" groups 
more concerned with their own agen
das than with animal welfare 48 

LET'S GO 
GET 'EM ..... . .. Chuck Fremont 
SOF interviews Fred Caristo, veteran 
of more than 200 POW recovery oper
ations during the Vietnam war 52 

WE TRIED 
SO HARD .. . .. Col. Fred Caristo 
We knew they were being starved, 
tortured and brainwashed - why 
couldn't we find a way to rescue our 
POWs being held captive in Vietnam? 
Learn the true story behind U.S. res
cue attempts in Southeast Asia 56 

Croatia - Page 38 Photo: Bob Jordan 
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SEALing SADDAM'S FATE . .. . ..... .. . . ..... ... .. Greg Walker 
In the Persian Gulf, U.S. Navy SEALs were finally given a chance to show what 
they could do - and the results were spectacular 60 

HEAVY FLAK . . ....... .. . . . ... . . . . . ...... ...... .. ..... .. ... .. . 
Colonel Brown's article on the U.S. military's confusing policy of not issuing live 
ammunition to troops in the Persian Gulf elicited a huge response from our readers 
Here's a selection of their comments 66 

A FEW GOOD SHOTS . .. ..... . . .. .. .. .. . . Maj. Michael J. Stroff 111 
Many of the best marksmen in history have been Marines, but Corps training 
doesn't teach troops how to shoot when someone is firing back. What they need is 
a "gunfighter school" 68 

NO SHOOTING STAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter G. Kokalis 
Spanish-manufactured M-40 Firestar is a curious blend of excellent features and 
mediocre execution · 70 
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Croatia - Page 38 Photo: AP/Srdjan 

COVER 

COVER: Armed with Yugoslav M84 GPMG, 
which closely resembles the Soviet PKM 
and is chambered for the same 100-year
old 7.62x54R cartridge, a Serbian volunteer 
celebrates the Yugoslavian army's capture 
of the town of Vukovar. As we go to press 
Vukovar has officially fallen, but coura
geous, outnumbered Croatians still report 
small pockets of resistance, and fighting 
continues in other towns throughout 
Croatia. Our coverage of the war starts on 
page 38. Photo: AP/Srdjan Ilic 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Staffer Krissie Anderson ... Kicked butt in 
the women's pugil-stick competition at 
SOF 's Las Vegas convention this past 
September, and promptly donated her $100 
third-place winnings to the United H'Mong 
Foundation, shown here with Krissie at 
convention. If you would like to help H'Mong 
freedom fighters buy medical supplies, 
contact Mr. Soua X Her of the Foundation at 
209-722-2970; or Box 724, Merced, CA 
95341 . Photo: United H'Mong Foundation 

CALIFORNIA GUN 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT ..• 

Initiative petitions for a proposed 
constitutional amendment in California 
that would preclude the legislature 
from enacting any law to restrict gun 
ownership, or to require registration of 
firearms or ammunition, are now being 
circulated. 

Signatures of 615,958 registered 
voters must be collected by 20 March 
1992 to place the initiative on the 
November 1992 statewide ballot. Look 
for it at your local gun- or sporting
goods store - if they don't have one 
on the counter, tell them to get peti
tions from Bernadine Smith at 209-
584-5209; or Senator Don Rogers at 
805-395-2927. This is not a state 
pre-emption law; it is a constitutional 
amendment, and the difference is im
portant. This effort needs both petition 
circulators and funding. Give 
them a call. 
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SOF ANNIVERSARY SWEEP
STAKES WINNERS ... 

SOF honcho Bob Brown drew the 
names for our 16th Anniversary 
Sweepstakes in a ceremony at the 
SOF offices 15 November. The win
ners were: First: John A. Bartnicki of 
Brooklyn, New York (trip for two to 
SOPs Orlando, Florida, convention; 
includes air fare for two, four nights at 
the Orlando Mariott and $500 spend
ing money) . Second: Terry Majors of 
Wampum, Pennsylvania (Ruger M77 
stainless .243 rifle with scope, and 

Ruger model KP85 Mkll DC stainless 
9mm pistol - retail value $980) . 
Third : N. E. Orendain of Apple Valley, 
California (BSL-1 Laser Sight by B
Square, including mount - retail 
value $500) . 

PENTAGON KNEW POWs RE
MAINED IN 1973 ... 

According to testimony given to a 
special Senate investigating commit
tee, as many as 1 O American POWs 
may have been alive in Vietnam when 
the United States announced in 1973 

The Two-Round Zero ... A sharp-eyed 
reader from South Africa caught some 
misidentifications in the article Armor 
Afrikaans in the June, 1991, SOF: On Page 
35 a Buttel (below, single-seat cab) was 
labeled a Caspir; the Batteleur system is a 
Valkiri MAL mounted on an armored 6x6 
truck, but on Page 34 the photo labeled a 
Valkiri was actually a truck-mounted Swift 
AT missile system. Alert UCpl Assi Ferrara 
wrote from Italy to point out that the "Soviet 
T-55" on the fold-out map in the April issue 
was actually an Israeli Ti-67 (upgraded 
T-55) . And thanks to Lt. Tom Hanniff, 
USAA, for noting the APC labeled "BTR-
60" on page 31 of the December, 1991, 
SOFis actually an MT-LB. Third place 
winner in the Desert Storm photo contest 
was incorrectly credited: Third place winner 
was Marine Sgt. Dennis Snellgroves. 
Photo: (and corrections) courtesy 
J.J. Strauss 
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AMBUSH! • 
Navy SEALs in Deadly Action ~ 

The most devastating terror tactic of U.S. Navy SEALs in Vietnam was the ambush. SEALs were 
experts at delivering themselves silently to ambush sites, setting up kill zones and ·laying down 

blankets of fire from which no enemy could escape. Occasional survivors told chilling·tales of the "men 
with green faces" appearing out of nowhere, bringing sudden, violent death. Ambush! features all-new, never-before-seen 

footage from the personal archives of SEAL veterans. This is not a rehash of SEAL history - rather, it is an instructional video 
on the art of the ambush as told by the men who perfected the tactics. SEAL vets describe what it was like to go out on "wham 

and scram· operations, the differences between planned vs. hasty ambushes, unconventional methods used only by SEAL teams, 
the vital importance of the element of surprise and all of the fine details of springing a successful ambush. Filmed with the cooperation 

of the UDT/SEAL Museum, Ambush! is the definitive video on how America's deadliest warriors carried out the deadliest of missions. 
Color, approx. 60 min., VHS only. $29.95 

FoRGOTTEN 
LEGIONS 

BOOK II - HOW TO GET 
ANYfHING ON ANYBODY 

The Encyclopedia of 
Personal Surveillance 

by Lee Lapin 
This long-awaited follow-up to the 
best-selling first volume is a gold 
mine of the latest techniques and 
tricks of intelligence collection. Learn 
how to bypass computer passwords, 
look or listen through solid walls, 
gather personal data on anyone and 
much more! 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 232 pp. $35.00 

FORGOTTEN LEGIONS 
Obscure Combat Formations 

of the Waffen-SS 
by Antonio/. Munoz 

This history of obscure Waffen-SS 
units has all the elements of a war 
novel: ambushes, glider assaults. res
cues, courage, betrayal. Included are 
Turkic, Hungarian, Serbian, Czech and 
Russian formations, as well as never· 
before-seen photos, diagrams, maps 
and first-hand accounts from diaries 
and survivors. 8 112 x 11, hardc:over, 
photos, illus., 424 pp. $59.95 

THE GATLING GUN 
18th Century Machine Gun lo 

20th Century Vulcan 
by f<A<eph Berk 

Here is the first complete 130-year 
history of what is a truly remarkable 
and timeless weapon. Author Joseph 
Berk traces the glorious career of this 
multibarreled, high-rate-of-fire gun 
from its inception during the Civil War 
to its current role as a state-of-the-art 
modern combat system of the U.S. 
military. 8 1 /2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 
illus .. 136 pp. $29.95 

BLACK MEDICINE: THE VIDEO 
Vital Targets, Maximum Punishment 
A graphic demonstration of how to 
exploit the vulnerable vital points of 
the human anatomy. The instructors -
bouncers in some of the most violent 
bars and roadhouses in the country -
focus on strikes that they know from 
experience will put a man down. 
Some of the techniques in this video 
are only appropriate for life-or-death 
situations. Therefore. this film is for 
information purposes only. Color, 
approx. 50 min., VHS only. $29.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

-~ 
GET 

EVEN 

'nllWATTOPoucl 
OmcuiAllTY --... --

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 112 x 11, soft
cover, photos, illus., 240 pp. $19.95 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate. including 
more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For enter
tainmenl only. 5 112 x 8 112, hard
cover, 208 pp. $19.95 

STREETWORK 
The Way to Police Officer 

Safety and Survival 
by Steve Albrecht 

The margin tor error for a policeman is 
measured by his life. so his on-the-job 
training never ends. In this practical 
approach to policing, the author 
shares survival tips and techniques for 
all cops regardless of the size of the 
precinct or length of service. A must 
for anyone interested in surviving the 
wildlife of today's streets. 5 1/2 x 8 
112, softcover, 256 pp. $19.95 

CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 

by Bob Hammond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for all! These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rating. 
Discover the inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover. 
80 pp. $12.00 

BARROOM BRAWLING 
The Art of Staying Alive in 

• 

Beer Joints, Biker Bars, and 
Other Fun Places 

Marc "Animal" MacYoung (Cheap 
Shots, Ambushes, and Other Les
sons) and Peyton Quinn (A Bounc:· 
er's Guide to Barroom Brawling) 
team up to show you the down-and
di rty realities of staying alive in 
saloons. Watch a bone-breaking, 
bottle-busting brawl and learn. Color. 
approx. 35 min .. VHS only. $29.95 

SEA Ls 
UDT/SEAL Operations 

in Vietnam 
by T.L. Bosiljevac 

The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs' role in Vietnam. Accounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fire. Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 5112 x 8 
112, hardcover, photos. 272 pp. 

$26.95 

HANDGUN STOPPING POWER 
The Definitive Study 

by Evan Mar.<hall and Ed Sanow 
Dramatic first-hand accounts of the 
results of handgun rounds fired into 
criminals by cops, storeowners, 
cabbies and others are the heart 
and soul of this long-awaited book. 
This is the definitive methodology 
for predicting the stopping power of 
handgun loads. the first to take into 
account what really happens when 
a bullet meets a man. 8 1/2 x 11, 
hardcover, photos, 240 pp. $39.95 

HOW TO GET ANYfHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 
Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick techno
logy, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 112 x 
11, softcover. illus .. 272 pp. $30.00 
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lliiiill Cill 24 hours .1 d.1y, 7 d.1ys .i I PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES: 

1---

WP!'k. SPncl $1.00 for SO-p.l)l<' CATALOG I 
of J50 JiJfps (free wilh orcit'I). 

0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD EXP. 

CARD# 

I 0 CHECK I MONEY ORDER 

1 NAME~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PLEASE INCLUDE 

ADDRESS POSTAGE & HANDLNG $ 4.00 

SUBTOTAL ---1 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Pal,1clin Press • P.O. Box 1 :!07• Boulder, CO 8<UOb 
(3{)])44:1-7250 • FAX (3()])442-8741 

f\!icfoolu1ws un.• mmn.•lumuhlo. lh111wg1!cl lupw; will Im mplm:<~<l.J 1=---~..:-T=.. I 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Herbert Humphreys Jr. ... Memphis 
businessman, has become the first 
American to receive the President Ramon 
Magsaysay Medal of Honor from the 
Philippine-American Philanthropical 
Foundation. Humphreys was recognized for 
his advisership to the Philippine 
government and for financial support of 
medical relief missions to rural islanders. 
And although we don't have any medals, 
SOF would like to send hearty thanks to 
Humphreys for his untiring, generous 
support of the Nicaraguan contras. 

that all living Americans had been 
returned. Garnett Bell, chief of the U.S. 
POW/MIA office in Hanoi, said "I be
lieve we can say with certainty there 
were live Americans" held in Vietnam, 
Laos or Cambodia after all American 
POWs were supposed to have re
turned home. Sketchy evidence of live 
Americans started being gathered im
mediately after the war ended, 
Bell said. 

UNDERAGE VETERANS 
SOUGHT ... 

A national veterans' association is 
seeking vets who served underage 
(enlisted less than the age of 17); 
national reunion slated for next year. 
Contact Jack Briton, 3444 Walker 
Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21042; 
301-461-9779. 

B SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

BE A (PICK ONE): 
AMBASSADOR, CONSUL, PRINCE, 
DUKE, COUNT, BARON, KNIGHT 
-CHEAP ... 

Girls in the bar no longer believe 
your best "This ain't no shit, there I was 
on a Phoenix mission at 500 feet in my 
BUF and the Charlies were stacking up 
so high in the cockpit I couldn't see out 
and we were dropping bayonets at 
treetop when we captured the only 
Soviet general in Vietnam, but I can't 
show you my medals because every
thing was classified" stories? 

Well, maybe you should aim higher. 
Everybody's the most-decorated 
Green Beret commander from Vietnam 
today - why not be an ambassador? 
Or a consul? Or royalty? Or at least 
nobility, such as a duke, count, baron 
or knight. For a nominal fee, say, $100 
made out to "Bulletin Board Editor," we 
can arrange proper introduction to an 
outfit who (for a somewhat larger fee) 
will bestow upon you whatever dispen
sation or title you require. 

It's all rather a bargain, really, when 
you consider the free drinks you can 
cuff and the pretty girls you'll impress 
when wearing the ribbons, medals 
(even a dress sword) authorized by 
your newly bestowed status. The en
dowing entity in this case is the East
ern Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch, 
based in London, which has its own 
diplomatic corps (as does the Vatican) 
in search of suitable recruits. 

Ambassadorships run about five 
grand, consulates only $2,500, but if 
you want a Recognition of Claims to a 
Throne (with signed treaty), it'll set you 
back $10,000 unless you can settle for 
Creation of a Grand Dukedom with 
qualification of Highness or Serene 
Highness for only $5,000. If you'd like 
to step up from "Hey, dummy" to being 
called "Sir," and can't presently afford 
a "Your Royal Highness," there are 
some real bargains available in the 
Nobility and Chivalrous Order section 
- being knighted, for instance, will 
only set you back a thou - or you can 
be counted or duked for a similar 
donation. 

So, for the price, why not kneel and 
be knighted, or stand up and be 
counted? As the Patriarchate notes, 
"The costs involved are relatively small 
compared to the instant social boost 
you get." and "since the Patriarchate is 

Welcome to the Glasnost Zone ... Better 
than Elvis at Circle K, reader Lars 
Gyllenhaal found Buddy Holly in a Soviet 
military book on mercenaries entitled Black 
Legions. The caption on this stolen-and
retouched-beyond-recognition-by-a-ham
handed-red-artist "photo" reads: 
"R. Brown, professional killer, CIA-agent, 
publisher of the journal Soldier of Fortune." 
Well, one out of three probably isn't too bad 
-for them. 

registered as a non-profit religious 
organization in the United States, what 
you donate is tax deductible." 

And, the Patriarchate assures us 
you will not end up blacklisted in such 
watchdog publications as the Diction
ary of False Nobility, as they pledge 
"all enquiries made to the Patriarchate 
as to the legitimacy of claims ... are 
replied to and swiftly verified; conse
quently, the legitimacy of these titles is 
never in question." 

For further details, simply address a 
check to "Bulletin Board Editor, agent 
ab extra for His Beatitude, the Lord 
Alexander, Patriarch of Antioch" and 
we will forward pertinent details. And 
we promise it can all be handled by 
mail from the privacy of your tar-paper 
shack. Or if your address of record is 
an Oldsmobile station wagon, you can 
swing by the office and pick up your 
papers. 

U.S. funds only, please.~ 
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AUDIO SECURITY KIT 
VHF-Transmitter, Receiver 
& Automatic VOX Recorder 

Crystal controlled FCC type approved 
VHF transmitter (171 Mhz), sends a clear, 
crisp signal to the matching receiver up to 
1,000 ft. away, where it is connected with a 
patch cord (included) to our exclusive 10 
Hour Voice Activated Recorder. When the 
transmitter's sensitive microphone picks up 
sounds in the area, it is sent to the receiver 

and then the recorder will automatically start and-stop, keeping a record 
of every sound. Ideal for taping hands-free notes as you walk or as a secur
ity room monitor. Transmitter comes complete with a clip-on microphone 
and belt clip for use as a body wire. See warning. 

Complete Set. Retail $695. SALE $399. (Ship $20.) 

Transmitter and Receiver. Only $299. (Ship $10.) 

ULTRA II FM 
TRANSMITTER 
KIT 

Small but powerful, encased in a 
thin, black plastic box, about the 
size of a credit card and "J/s" thick. 
Very sensitive microphone covers 
20' x 20' room. Range up to a 1/4 

mile. 9 volt battery powered. Easy five minute assembly 
required. 

TELEPHONE RECORDING SYSTEM 
With 10 Hour Voice Activated Recorder 

• Selectable VOX (voice activation) On/Off, High/Low 
• 113 the overall size of other long play recorders 
• 10 hours on standard 120 minute cassettes (5 hrs./side) 
• AA battery or 6 volt or 110 volt AC operation 
• Complete with 110 volt power supply 
• Best voice quality of any long play recorder 
• Color coded output jacks include: 

Remote, earphone, microphone and power 
Telephone Recording System. EP-10 VOX recorder with 
telephone interface, voice activated, starts and stops 
automatically. Simple connections, plugs into any modular 
jack. Records both sides of all conversations on any single line (one phone number) telephone 
(does not matter how many extensions are on the premises). 

Complete Set $165. (Ship $7.50). Optional Alligator clip adaptors enable you to attach the unit 
anywhere along your phone line. SIO. (Ship $3.50) See warning. 

Professional quality. 40 
Mhz crystal controlled. 
Works with scanners, etc. 
Attaches with alligator 
clips. Powered by 9 volt 
battery. Soldering 
required. Exclusive. 

~ TELEPHONE WITH 
BUILT-IN VOICE CHANGER 

No one will know who is calling. This brand new 
device alters your voice by digitizing it, radically 
changing the way you sound. 

Operates as a normal telephone unit, at the push of a 
button, you make your voice sound higher or lower. 
Because the voice has been digitized, it sounds some
what mechanical, this defeats voice analyzers and even 
your own mother wouldn't know who was calling. Plugs 

$99. (Shi p $5.) Use any FM radio or EPPl's Super Retail $195. Sale $149. (Ship $5.) See warning. into any standard phone jack. 
The degree of change can be 

varied even as you talk. Think of 
the possibilities ... 

Radio II (S99. +Ship $10.) See warning. 

WALL 
TRANSMITTER 

KITS PHONE 
&ROOM 
TRANS
MITTER 
KIT 

OUTLET 
TRANSMITTER 
KIT 

When assembled looks like a 
standard 110 power outlet but picks 
up and.transmits all sounds in a 
room (great for security). Tuneable 

from 68 to 340 Mhz. Powered by 110 AC when wired in 
place [never needs batteries) . Never before offered as a 
ki t. Get one now wh ile you can! Requires soldering to 
assemble. 

Rerail $149. Sale $99. (Ship $5) See warning. 

Exclusive unit transmits telephone conversations 
when the phone is in use and room sounds when the 
telephone is hung up. Powered by the telephone line. 
Can be placed in the phone or anywhere along the line. 
Frequency tuneable 65 Mhz to 119 Mhz. Will work with 
FM radio. Requires soldering to assemble. See warning. 

TEL-llKA Retail $120. Sale $99. [Ship $5.J 

*Notice: These kits are to be used ONLY for experimentation. testing and training in Electronic Counter
measures. See warning. 

SAVE!! ALL FOUR KITS $399. (Ship $10.J 

WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90·351, TITLE Ill, 18 U.S.D., SECTION 
2511, All LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER (NOT THE SELL ER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR 
lNTERPRETi'ITION Of ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA Of INTENDED USE.. 

Introductory Sale 

$99.95 (Ship $7.50) 
Portable pocket size 
unit for use on payphones. 

• Night Vision Pocket Scope, 52,300. Fuji non, brand 
new 2nd generation (Ship $45.) Pre-paid orders only. 

• Bulletproof Briefcase Insert. Stops .357 Mag 
Rated Class llA. Approx. 2 lbs. S99. (Ship $7.50). 

• Professional RF Bug Detector. Easy to use, instruc
tional video included. CPM-700 S2,495. (Ship $25.) 

• Walkie Talkie Salel 5 watts, compact model, fist 
size, weighs only 15 ounces, rechargeable Ni-cad 
batteries charger. 5-7 mile range. 4 channel [one 
installed ready to use). VHF frequency S269. UHF 
S299. (Ship $15. per pair). Built-in Scramblers add 
$199. each. 

• Covert Video Camera Systems available! 
•Recording Briefcase-Touch activated, micro

cassette. Exclusive S399. (Ship $20.) 
• Bulletproof Vests. Class llA S269. (Ship $10.) 

• STUNLIGHT. 50,000 

ISRAELI INSTINCTIVE ,. 
COMBAT SHOOTING Watch as each 

product is demon
strated, learn how 
they can give you the 
"edge:· 30 minutes
VHS only. 

11TELEPHONE TAPS 
& OOM BUGS11 

volt stungun/flashlight 
combination. Recharge
able. S169. (Ship $7.50) 

• Telephone Scrambler 
S299. each. Min. 2 
required. (Ship $10./pair) '°t:>icl~iv~· ~idea. 

Fast, safe, deadly 
prei:ision. As used by 
special 15raeli units. 
Lea rn from the best. 
Filmed in Israel 
I Hour VHS 

$49.95 (Ship $4.) 

Spy-Tech Video 
Caralog 

$14. 95 (Ship $3.) 

How They're 
Done and 
How to 
Defeat Them 

Direcr 

$49.95 
(Ship $4.) 

• Telephone Ear. Dial up 
location where the EAR 
is attached to the line, 
enter secret code and 
listen to room sounds. 
EAR must be in target 
area. S249. (Ship $10.) 

PERSONAL & BUSINESS PRIVACY AND SECURITY 
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6791+ 

llUTARY 
•ALL ARIS 
•M20UICf.lm1' ~~= 

1768+ $18.95 

,or Impact, Range, 

6726 $12.95x 6643 $24.95 7096 $19.95 6429 $12.95x 7104 $15.00 5546 $12.95x 

7195 $14.95 0067 $19.95 0109 

VO Ml' ANY 
VOMMANDER 

lf.4 

7260-9999* $27.50 7278-9999* $27.95 5975.9999• 7161 $21.95 6635 $19.95 
$39.95 

' 
REC DD 
FQiii! fi@iii!+! i i I 

OBEllT 0. PARRISH 
9464 $19.95 0178 $19.95 0737 $9.95x 5405 $16.95 6122 $19.95 7252 $22.95 6163 $18.95 9498 $24.95 0174 $22.95 

Tbd1.rulDtl111st Forca 
OlllcltlDl'lrJUUirtlDas 

Uld~l!;Dtltrnt-

Tho 
US. Spociol Forces 

f>hr-.icol Cond"rtloning 
Program 

tiGE'l'!!1 
'IUUGII! 
Ncihn1roe.,.,.1,.,,11.sBoo11 

Tml i:n~lf;[UAl.11 

1073+ $14.95 6239 $27.50 6668++ $19.95 6197 $29.95 0349+ $7.95x 3988+ $10.95x 8292+ $16.95 8219+ $9.95x 

• Counts as 2 choices x Special edition exclusively for Club members 
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6270-9999* $49.95 

• Sottcover ++Fiction 
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Accuracy ... Use the .98 
when you sign up now! 

1m: 

COMPLETE 
llOOKIW 

U.S. SNIPING 

7187-9999' $39.95 6767 $17 .95x 7179 $24.95x 

ALLIED 
SUBMARINES 

OF WORLD WAR TWO 

7120-9999* $36.95 7138-9999* $39.95 7146-9999' $29.95 9472-9999* $29.95 

6700++ $22.00 0059 $24.95 6148-9999* $24.95 8284-9999* $24.95 4820 1024 $21.95 

mm 01 Ii 
WAAG AN.NG 

+ 

+ 
P ETER~ ;-..cR L A 

--·~--

6742-9999* 1263-9999* $29.95 6320 $24.95 1503 $22.50 
$35.00 

HERE'S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN ... 
4 BOOKS FOR 98¢. Send no money now. You'll be billed 98¢, plus 
shipping and handling, when your membership is accepted. 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you 're not 100% satisfied with 
your books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Membership 
will be canceled and you'll owe nothing. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You'll receive up to 15 issues a year. 
Each issue reviews the Featured Book Selection(s) plus a wide variety 
of alternate books from the Club's extensive library. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured Book Selection(s), do 
nothing-it will be sent automatically. If you prefer another book-or 
none at all-simply return your Member Reply Form by the specified 
date. A shipping and handling charge is added to each order. 
HUGE DISCOUNTS ON HARDCOVER BOOKS. Save as much as 30% 
off publishers ' edition prices. Club books are sometimes altered in 
size to fit special presses. 

AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 4 more 
books at regular low Club prices. Afterwards, you may resign 
membership anytime. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an unwanted book 
because your Club magazine was delayed and you had less than 
10 days to respond, simply return the book at our expense. 

PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS' HARDCOVER EDITIONS. 
CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. 

FEBRUARY 92 

1149 $17.95 0760 $21.95 6684 $29.95 2907 $9.95x 5652+ $17.50 

THE 

)III l 'l1lll'7 --------------, ~~ .J ~ · a ~t~LJ;~Jtary Book Club Please write book 

~ 11001{ f~l.AIJH® ·,1ni\r ~sgoB~~s~~~h Street numbers here: 

Your #1 Source for Military Books Indianapolis. IN J 
46206-6357 I 

YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book 
Club according to the risk-free membership plan 
described in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS I've 
indicated. Bill me just 981!:, plus shipping' and 
handling . 

Mr./Mrs. 

799 09 
If you select a book that 

counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the 

book number in one box 
and 9999 in the next. 

Miss/ Ms. ---------------------
please print 

Address ________________ Apt. 

City ___________ State ____ Zip ___ _ 

Members accepted In U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from Canada, where 
offer is slightly different. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject 
any application. SOF 2/92 

L-------------------------J 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 11 



FLAK 

AFTER THE PARADE ... 
What happened to the idea of sup

porting our troops? I don't know about 
the rest of the troops that have re
turned from Saudi Arabia, but here in 
Phoenix, we have received little or no 
actual support from anyone since our 
return. If it requires more than getting 
out of an easy chair or raising the flag, 
people don't really want to hear 
about it. 

The price of freedom was costly for a 
lot of us. Many had to give up their 
private businesses because there was 
no one else to run them or help keep 
them going. Also, here in the state of 
Arizona it takes up to five weeks to 
draw unemployment after getting out 
of the military. 

Another problem is creditors who 
are not willing to work with Desert 
Storm veterans who are having finan
cial difficulties after being discharged 
from active duty. Usually, if they re
ceived letters notifying them of the 
person's participation in Desert Storm 
while the person was over there, things 
are fine. But if they did not receive 
notice until after the person came 
home from Saudi Arabia, they are 
giving the veterans a hard time and in 
some cases not honoring the Soldier's 
and Sailor's Civil Relief Act. 

If you need help with this, call your 
local Judge Advocate General office 
(military lawyers) and they will try to 
help. Unfortunately, there is little they 
can do if the creditor does not want to 
work with them. 

Ivan Gere 
Tempe, Arizona 

A FEW BAD APPLES ... 
I just finished the December '91 

issue and I read "I Was There" with 
interest. I am a Vietnamese refugee 
who was naturalized a few years back. 
I'd like to think that the Vietnamese 
communities thriving throughout the 
United States contribute a little some
thing toward the greatness that is 
America. 

Alas, we have quite a few bad 
apples, too. These gangsters - youth 
or Mafia-type - are a disgrace to 
Vietnamese customs and traditions. I 
applaud Mr. Bendsten for giving those 
scoundrels hell. I just hope he and the 
readers of SOF won't hold it against 
Vietnamese refugees as a whole. 

12 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

I wish I had been there to show 
those scum and the rest of their 
flea-ridden friends what an air assault 
soldier can do. 

Sgt. H.T. Dang 
HHC 101 st Abn. Div. 
Ft. Campbell, Kentucky 

Your December '91 "I Was There" 
talks about four Vietnamese who tried 
to rob a gun shop. My wife, Nguyet, 
who is Vietnamese, saw the names of 
the creeps beneath their pictures. I 
also speak Vietnamese, and we both 
think the names were probably 
Laotian. 

Although I despise Asian punks, I 
hate to see Vietnamese get blamed for 
more than they actually do. 

Raymond Ebbets, 
Sylmar, California 

FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE ... 
Following is the translation of a letter 

we received from the USSR, accompa
nied by the photo. The inscription on 
the back of the medallion says "Love 
Mom & Dad." Look familiar to anyone? 

Good day. While on assignment on 
a former U.S. Army base (Cam Ranh 
Bay), I found this silver medallion. Is it 
possible to find the owner in America? 

Pridnia Gennadi 
243100 USSR 
Brensk Obi. 
Klintsi City 
1st Corner Skatchkowdki #23 

EDITORIAL FOLLIES ... 
I just had a chance to look at my 

piece you published in November '91, 
page 45. 

While welcoming the publication of 
my comments, I must object to your 
insertion of two words into the copy. 
I did not, and still do not, expect any 
intervention by the USSR into Yugo
slavia's confl ict. 

My comments, reprinted in the sec
ond paragraph, relate only to the JNA 
[Yugoslavian army] which, as this is 
being written, continue to operate in 
the worst traditions of the armies of 
Stalin and Hitler. 

I have no love for the USSR, particu
larly having worked there twice this 
year, but this is one conflict where only 
their past actions can be brought into 
disrepute. 

John Evans 
United Kingdom 

Our editors screwed up on this one. 
Sorry, John. 

CROATS NEED HELP ... 
I am an American of Croatian de

scent proudly serving as an officer in 
the U.S. Army. It was heartening to see 
someone come forward with the truth 
about the war being waged against 
Croatia by Serbian Chetniks and the 
Serbian dominated Yugoslav army, 
both of which are communist. Your 
reporting from the field is a tribute to 
journalistic integrity and fairness, quali
ties that seem to elude the political 
agenda of our mass media. 

The Croatian people continue to 
fight back against an enemy that is 
materially superior in every respect. 
Although outgunned, Croatians have 
managed to inflict more than a "bloody 
nose" upon their enemies. 

However, Croatia needs all the help 
people of good will can spare. Without 
material and financial assistance, the 
Croatian defenders cannot last for
ever. Contributions to the defense of 
Croatia, and requests for information 
about the war, can be sent to the 
following address: 

Croatia Fund, Inc. 
FDR Station 
P.O. Box 8066 
New York, NY 10150-1916 
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MCNisa&COD D .f hG dB M ~I MCNisa&COD 
Order toll free U1'C uan a11 Order toll free 

1-800-821-5157 1-800-821-5157 

DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 

MULTIPLIES SOUND 
5000TIMES 

INSTANT HEAT 
For Car & Truck 

This Winter get Instant Heat in 
your car, truck, van, or boat 

with "Auto Heat". This 
12-volt 

The VanSleek Farfoon generation of Distant Sound Detectors ~~~~ 
combines the best features of older models to bring you the 

most versatile unit yet developed. Utilizes a 3-1 /2" built- in 
parabolic dish with "spider-mount" super-sen

sitive microphone for Sound Mirror ef-
f feel, previously found only on larger, 
I more cumbersome sound detectors. 

VanSleek features handy size (weighs 
about 2-lbs.), is easy to use in tight 
places. Made for professional hunters 

to hear approaching animals at great 
distance, the VanSleek has been discov

ered by the security industry. On city terrain, 
sounds leap across blocks and streets. Solid state-
of-the-art circuitry. Sound cut-off. Powered by 6 

penlight batteries for increased amplitude. Use VanSleek and enjoy mirrored sound 
gathering not possible with direct receiver products. Sold world-wide lo government, military, 
police. hunters & fishermen. Discover the range of uses on land and sea; money back guarantee. 
$148.00 + $4.00 shipping. 

CHANGER TELEPHONE 
A DIGITAL VOICE CHANGER IS BUILT INTO THIS 
STANDARD DESKTOP TELEPHONE. Use it to alter 
your voice when placing or receiving phone calls. The 
precise and realistic sounding digital voice modifica· 
tion mode lets you change your voice from male to 
female. female to male, adult to child, child to adult. 
SIXTEEN DIFFERENT PROGRAMMABLE VOICE 
MASKING LEVELS! Full feature phone is tone/pulse 
switchable, has last number redial. is FCC registered 
and hearing aid compatible. UL & CSA listed. Use as 
a regular voice phone, or switch lo Voice Change Mode 
(has lighted mode indicator); a unique feature lets you 
hear your altered voice in the earphone so you can 

check for desired sound. The Voice Changing Telephone is an ideal security 
device for women and children home alone: discourages annoying callers; can 

be used as a pre-screening tool: or use the extreme ranges of the digital processor 
to create funny cartoon voices. Lesser quality hand-held voice changers run over 5300.00. Our price 
on this quality Telephone Voice Changer 589.00 (each add'/ $80.00) eac/J. 

PHONE RECORDER 

Ehxtmnic m:irvd t:1pc' phone L"aJI, autumatically. 
A ··no hami:-·· c11111rol for 1.:01111ccti11g l'a"ellc rc

L"order to a telephone line. 'imply crnrneL'I 1111e cord 
1t1 1..-a ... ,eue rc1:11nk:r & the otlll'r l."onl into ANY 
nmdularjad in the h11u,c. Set recorder rur .. n.:c1ird"" 
& \\ hcncvcr a R"l"L'.i\er j, lifted on any phtmL· 1111 the 
p1\·111i'l"'. tllL' rct.:tirdcr wi ll all\\11 11atit.:ally rcn1rd. 
\\'hen thl" ren·i\'er j, hung-up. thL· rt.:L·t11\kr auto
m;1\1L·;dl) 'lop!<!. Ju,t ~~:!50 

You Need The 
/I UG /IOX For 
Teleplume 
JJrivm:y 

Tl·li.:plH111i.: l11p dctccl'>r m11ilie' Y'lll 111' unautlu1ri1L·d 
intrw.ion 011111 your line. Ju,I plug mmJular phone 
in10 tiny BUG BOX.1hen plug BUG BOX in1t1 wull 
jad. An indic;Hor light tclJ:.. you when 'IHlleone j, 
··1i,1e11in;; in··. BONUS: A t1ad1 BUG BOX 1t1e\1:ry 
phone in your h1H1:-e. then you. AND ONL Y YOU. 
r.::111 ;u..:n :....., the phone. BUG BOX 1101 only tel l:- you 
if,rnnctrne eJ:..c j, 1111 lhL· line. i1 KEEPS T l IEM OFF 
with ii... privm:y ,Ju11-oul L·in.:ui1. Buy om.· BUG BOX 
and U!<iC i i !<! indicalor lig\11 111 1n1111i1or line intru:-ion: 
buy a:- 1nany BLJ(i Box·, a!<i you ha\'e plume' and 
enjoy lulal pri,·aey ... 11111-0111 plu' \ i!<iihlc light indil'a-
1t1r .... Sak pricL' S~O.CK> 

EVERY COMPLAINT DESK 
NEEDS 

ONE OF THESE! 

NO MORE DEAD BATTERIES! 
Solar 

Battery 
Charger 

~ 
Solar Charger Keeps Your 12-Volt Batteries Charged And Ready To Go 
PLUS Utilizes A Patented Process To REGENERATE AND CLEAN OLD 
BATTERIES. Introducing the Solargizer, a solar powered battery charger 
that draws FREE energy from the sun to continuously (or temporarily) 
charge 12-volt batteries. Just clip on battery terminals and let Solargizer's 
Lexan covered solar collector soak up sunlight & convert it to FREE 
electricity. It's easy to use, is waterproof & unaffected by hot/cold extremes, 
and cannot overcharge a battery. NOW READ WHAT MAKES SOLARGIZER 
REALLY DIFFERENT FROM OTHER SOLAR BATTERY CHARGERS: A 
patented process actually regenerates and cleans old batteries as they 
charge! This is accomplished with a unique "pulsating" current. .. a high 
frequency "ENERGY BURST" that clears deposits from battery plates, 
allowing the electricity making process to continue. Solargizer can extend 
the life of your 12-volt battery! Solargizer is ideal for cars, boats, RV's, 
tractors, airplanes, lawn & garden equipment, snowmobiles, golf carts, 
construction equipment, electric fence, remote feeders & more (with adap
tors, you can run small appliances). One year warranty, made in the USA. 
Order Solargizer and enjoy longer battery life plus no more dead 
batteries! $49.00 (save: each add'/ just $46.00), order #GIZE 

l
rMcN'is';° &c'O~::de7s ~aii;;ii fr'"e::-1':80'0-821':515'1,

1 Mai I in orders send check or money order to the address below. 

I DutchGuard Item price I 
I Dept. 292 I 
I P.O.Box411687 I 

$4.00 shipping charge I $4.00 

I Kansas City MO 64141 I I 
Total enclosed 

Give complainers a real bang for their buck with this 
Complaint Department Hand Grenade. Hefty 2-lb. World I Name I 

War 11 style grenade is mounted on an attractive 4" x 6" I I 
walnut base. "Take A Number" it urges ... perfect for Address 

shop, office and home ... the ultimate problem solver! I I 
C "1t Order one for $22.50; two for $38.00 ($19.00 each); 

four for $70.00 ($17.50 each)+ $4.00 shipping per I I 
L_Jijiji~!!~~:-~o~r~de:r~, a~n~y~q~u~a~nt~ity~· ________ __J State Zip ©1991 

L------------------~ 



FLAK 

ATIACK ON GUN OWNERS ... 
Mr. Kokalis' piece on the Egyptian 

AKM points up the whole story of 
BATF's attack on gun owners and 
sleazy tactics to ban import of semiau
tomatic firearms into the country. Every 
gun owner in America must stand 
united against BATF and their uncon
stitutional actions against law-abiding 
gun owners. 

Make no mistake, their goal is total 
regulation of all gun owners and even
tually the banning of privately 
owned guns. 

If my letter is printed in FLAK, do use 
my name. Tyranny should know that 
their enemy has a name. In the now 
famous tradition of John Hancock, 

Allison Caldwell 
Pembroke, New Hampshire 

THANKS 
FOR 
NO 

SUPPORT 

l!El' ll lll.I C OF VIETNAM 
CA Ml'Al( ;N MEUA!. 

THANKS FOR NO SUPPORT ... 
I am very proud of the forces in the 

Gulf, but I get a little fed up with people 
making heroes out of those people and 
saying it's for the Vietnam vet too . I 
also take exception with Christopher 
White who wrote in FLAK (November 
'91) that his four days were worse then 
a year in Vietnam. 

I spent 364 days in the 9th Infantry 
Division watching my friends get shot 
and blown up with booby traps, won
dering if I was next. 

They went and did a job and so did 
we. They were praised and we were 
neglected. Nothing will make up 
for that. 

Sam Liming 
Keyport, Washington 
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WW\T WOJLD 'OJ 
00 nt ~NT4DNS 
E~T IN FINDING 
SE!Z:JICEMEN STILL IN 
~IE\NflM~ 

We agree with your basic observa
tions, but let's be accurate. White 
stated, " ... those four days ... could 
have been just as lethal as 365 days 
somewhere else. " If you buy the farm, 
it doesn 't matter if you've been in 
combat 10 days or 1 O years . 

WEAPONS CACHING ... 
It was big of Robert K. Brown and 

SOF to go the added expense of 
reproducing the Special Forces cach
ing manual and subsequent informa
tion on weapons caching . 

They were much more than informa
tion on caching. It put the politicians on 
notice that we are not going to 
sheepishly submit to their iron curtain 
bullshit. 

I am glad somebody finally had the 
guts to do it! 

Ron Quatermain 
Palm Springs, California 

Our weapons caching issues proved 
to be quite popular. We 'd like more 
reader input as we intend to publish a 
follow-up article; names and ad
dresses not necessary. Caching arti
cles, which appeared in the November 
and December 1991 issues, can be 
obtained for $5 each. Write SOF, Box 
693, Boulder CO 80306. 

MIA OR VD-POSITIVE? ... 
I have an audio tape in my library 

made about 20 years ago by the late 

Pastor Sheldon Emry. 
He states he did some research on 

Vietnam , and there was a venereal 
disease in Vietnam that was fatal , and 
any person that got it died within a few 
weeks or months. 

He stated that so many American 
servicemen were getting it that the 
government set up compounds in the 
Philippines, and men diagnosed with 
this disease were taken to the Philip
pines, put in these compounds and left 
there until they died. Their parents 
were notified that they were missing in 
action . They were buried in unmarked 
graves. 

Pastor Emry stated that he received 
this information from a number of 
medics who served there. The tape 
mentioned "thousands" who were dis
posed of in this manner. 

Surely a list of those so buried exists 
somewhere. Has anyone bothered to 
interview any medics? 

W.D. Ferguson 
Applegate , Oregon 

This sounds like a variation of the 
"Black Syphilis" rumor that was mak
ing the round of the latrines and bars 
when I was in 'Nam. It was allegedly 
incurable and those infected were 
supposedly detained in camps till they 
died. Ho-hum. However, we 'd be 
happy to listen to the tape if you want 
to send it .~ 
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Handcrafted in solid 
sterling silver 

and 24 karat gold 
on sterling. 

The brave and courageous 
lawmen who won the West. 
NQw their badges are re
created for the first time in 
the Western Heritage Mu
seum's Official Collection. 

Twelve unique badges in 
all. All based on extremely 
rare originals. Each is actu
ally minted in solid sterling 
silver from hand-engraved 
dies. And, the legendary 
badge of Pat Garrett is 24 
¥ rat gold electroplate on 
sterling silver. 

These handsome minted 
masterpieces are $65 each. 
An imported custom
designed case for wall haM
ing or tabletop display is 
included at no additional 
charge. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 

. 'i~~~~~~~~~y Please send me these 12 Official Badges 
'.i'.: of the Great Western Lawmen at the 

rate of one every other month. 
I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be 

billed in 2 equal monthly installments of 
$32.50* each, beginning when my first badge is 
ready to be sent. There is no additional charge 
for the display case crafted of hardwood and 
glass. 'Plus my state sales ta.~ mid a 

tollll of Sl.95 shippi11g a11d ha11dli11g for each badge. 

The Official Collection of the Badges that Won the West. 

SIGNATURE ___ ~--~~~~~--
,..._.._ ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO A,CCEPT ANCE . 

MR/MRS/MISS ____ ~"~"="~,.=,.~"="="="~---

ADDRESS _____________ _ 

CITY/ STATE/ZIP _________ 8~5~1c=7,..,4"""_1=67 
RE'TIJRN ASSURANCE POLICY 

If you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, you may do so within 30 
days of your receipt. of that. purchase for replacement, credit or refund. 



WORLD SITREP 
BURMA BOLIVIA 

Offered semi-amnesty (no extradition) 
deal to druggies who turned themselves in; 
amnesty has now run out. 

ANGOLA 
Will receive $27 million in UN aid, to be 
given in form of food and household items 
to UNITA and government troops who 
demobilize. 

Increased fighting near Manerplaw; Karens 
sank several Burmese resupply boats on 
Salween River near Mae Sot, Thailand .. . 
stepping up activity on border with Bangla
desh, preparing to attack Moslem guerrillas 
taking refuge there, the Arakan Rohingya 
Islamic Front (ARIF) and Rohingya Solidarity 
Organization (RSO). ARIF and RSO receive 
support from various militant Islamic 
groups in the Middle East; Afghan instruc -
tors are in evidence along Burma
Bangladesh border; more than 100 Bur
mese are training near Khost. 

BULGARIA 
Multiparty elections see communists ("Socialist Party") lose to 
Union of Democratic Forces. 

CAMBODIA 
Aussie units in blue berets have set up 
shop as advance guard for huge UN 
peacekeeping force. 

CZECH AND SLOVAK 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC 

Plans to cancel export of 100 CS FR-made 
T-72 tanks to Syria; will export no more 
heaY)' weapons to Middle East until after 
peace conference. 

COLOMBIA 
President Gaviria says government to 
tighten security and administration at pris
ons that hold Pablo Escobar and other 
surrendered drug traffickers. 

CUBA 
Speaking at communist party congress, 
Castro rejected Western-style democracy 
as "complete garbage," characterized 
Cuba's system as "most democratic in the 
world" ... two doctors from Institute of 
Neurology and Neurosurgery in Havana 
given 12- and eight-year respective sen
tences for planning to kill Castro. 

GERMANY 
Twelve Soviet tanks (former East German 
stocks) being clandestinely shipped as 
" farm equipment" to Israel by German 
intelligence, uncovered by customs offi
cials in Hamburg ... Germany agrees to pay 
$300 million to Poles exploited by Nazis as 
slave labor in WW II (about $300 each to 1 
million survivors) ... Secretary of State 
James Baker, German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher propose NATO 
create new North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council to include former members of 
Warsaw Pact. 
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GUATEMALA 
Increasing guerrilla actMty. 

HAITI 
Coups, chaos; President Aristide in exile in 
Venezuela; U.S. suspends all economic 
and military aid ... delegates from Organi
zation of American States greeted by 
thousands of protesters organized by 
military regime ... embargo taking its toll. 

HUNGARY 
Told NATO meeting in Brussels it would like 
to replace aging MiG-21 jets with Western 
defensive aircraft, have closer ties with 
- even membership in - NATO. 

INDIA 
Heavily dependent on Soviet weapons 
systems, Indians are tooling up to produce 
own spares; hope to find external market 
for these spares and contracts to refurbish 
equipment. 

IRAQ 
Saddam Hussein declares Iraq could last 
20 years under economic sanctions ... 
Turkish forces fighting rebel Turkish Kurds 
entered Iraq on several consecutive days. 
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ZAIRE 
Fighting continues. Evacuations continue 
under protection of multinational forces; 
rival Zairian governments claiming authority. 

YUGOSLAVIA 
Fighting continues. Belgrade government 
steps up large-scale attacks on Croatian 
cities. 

USSR 
Voters in Armenia hold first direct presi
dential election, tap Levon Ter-Petrosian ... 
Ukrainian Parliament votes to create own 
military force ... fire at Chernobyl nuclear 
plant destroys part of roof, worst incident 
since meltdown of 1986 ... Chechen
lngush wants to break away from break
away Russian Republic . 

C& 
e---~ 

ITALY 

LIBERIA 
Summit meeting in Ivory Coast by Eco
nomic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) endorsed accord that will give 
control of all Liberian territory to West 
African peacekeeping forces (ECOMOG). 
ECOMOG was in control only of Monrovia. 
Charles Taylor, whose forces controlled 
most of Liberia, accepted terms under 
strong pressure. Once ECOMOG forces 
control all transport nets, border posts and 
internal checkpoints, elections will be 
planned. 

NATO ministers meeting in Taormina, Sicily, 
agree to slash their nuclear arsenal in 
Europe by 80%. 

KUWAIT 
Kuwaiti, U.S. forces conduct first joint 
maneuvers since Gulf War, under 10-year 
bilateral agreement for training, joint exer
cises. last oil well fire extinguished. 
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UNITED KINGDOM 
UK, Italy propose the Western European 
Union develop its own rapid-reaction 
force for deployment outside of NATO's 
territorial boundaries. 

TOGO 
Renegade troops seized state broadcast
ing center in bungled coup attempt against 
new pro-democracy government. 

SAUDI ARABIA 
Wants to buy an additional 14 Patriot 
missile fire units .. . all U.S. armor will leave; 
Pentagon wanted to leave one dMsion 's 
worth of armor and supplies preposi
tioned, was unable to work out bilateral 
agreement with Saudis. 

TURKEY 
Has received $5.6 billion in aid from 
Germany since 1963; may lose it if they 
continue cross-border attacks on Kurdish 
rebels who have fled to Iraq, says Ottfried 
Hennig, Parliamentary Secretary of State for 
Defense. 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Has developed a prototype ballistic mis
sile able to launch satellites into orbit. 

PHILIPPINES 
Guerrillas declare unilateral truce to cele
brate Philippine senate's rejection of nev.r 
U.S. military-base treaty. 

PERU 
Will receive dozens of U.S. military advisers 
to help train Peruvians to concurrently fight 
d ruggies and Shining Path guerrillas. 

NIGERIA 
Northern city of Kano scene of continuing 
violence between Christians and Moslems; 
hundreds have died so far. 

NICARAGUA 
Government has set up commission to 
confiscate more than 80,000 guns now in 
cMlian hands. 
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111Fii1181 1·100·732·9976 
EDGE COMPANY DIRECT• 24 HOURS A DAY 

,,. · - Somethingofftheportbow ... 
. Since men first set sail t.o wind, have they told 

. the tale of the ocean temptress - beautiful, 
· enchanting - and ready to lure many a man to a 

watery death. .k--
. . Today, bronzed ~~ 

and beckoning, she .,.. r • 
. , comes alive in your~---·, , .. . 

Q 

hands - hiding a ""- · 1 / 

clip point blade of . . ,; . r 
mirror polished _ . - . 
steel. Perhaps - • 
befriended but never tamed, the Ocean 
Temptress locks open to eight sharp and ready 
inches. 

In your pocket, desk, or tool box, a handy 
and shapely edge - and an excellent gift for the 
sea dog in all of us. 

#1140 Temptress Mermaid Knife ... $22.95 

Butterfly breeding program. 
First wielded by Phillipine rebels, the famed 

Balisong butterfly knife wrought havoc 
on foreign invaders from the Japanese 
to the U.S. Marines. Considered the 
most dramatic of all one-hand action 

blades, they have 
now become 
increasingly rare 
collector's knives. 

The good news: 
we 1 re now breeding 
them at home, and we 
have one with your 

name on it. Flip the lock, twist your wrist. Instantly 
its black skeleton alloy wings fly apan - unveiling a 
blade of scalpel sharp, hollow ground steel. The Edge 
Swallowtail.'" An exotic and collectible knife, born and 
bred in the U.S.A. Catch one today. 

#1150 Swallowtail (7") ... $36.95 
#1160 Swallowtail Nine (9") ... $39.95 

Open your knife instantly with 
Edge Whipper Clippers. Designed for 

rhose rimes when you need :i ready edge - at work or 
sport - and have only one hand free. Built of pure ai rcrati 
steel and just as fast ' Cl ip one to your belt, boot, pocket or 
car visor now. Approximately 8 11 open , these inju1y saving 
knives arc ruggcd1 rapid, and ready when you :lrc. 

#4712 Force Five Whipper Clipper.' " 
A three-eyed hurricane. Speed, beauty, and a 

cyclone fust push button lock release ... $32.95 

, ___ , 

....-"'

~-'-""-------·--·--~-----· ... __ _..i)I ~ 

< L-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~__,r-~~~~~ 
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Rock and Roll. Re lease a 
scalpel sharp edge of 

clip-point stainless - ll' it/J jzm a 
-~mple IBIJ' 511 ap l"Oil ofJ·o111" tlmmb1 Now, 

press the same polished cylinder - your blade just as 
quickly unlocks. With a coil spring hidden in the front 

bolster, the Roll -X is eight fast and flawless inches oflvory Micarta, 
nickel silver, and steel. Get rollin ' while the rollin 's good. 

#8913 Roll-X Bandit in Ivory $52.95 
#8914 Roll-X Bandit in Genuine Black Hom $52.95 

0 
Press the brass slip 

switch - spring tension on the 
blade vanishes. In one motion you control 

over 7 l/2" of side-jumping 440 steel - razor honed 
and ready. A one-handed classic, trimmed in sil ver ghostwood. 

#1819 Quicksilver Bandit $34.95 

Designed 
by cutlery master Phil Mann . Crafred of 
satin alloy 440 stainless steel and 
custom scrolled bolsters of pure nickel 
silver. From the high country to the 
highway, you cannot carry a finer 
production knife - and certainly 
not at t11is price. 

,~'b 

#3050 Whiskey v · River Skinner. 
First, a sratc

of-t11e·art skinning 
blade: the 1 

precisely scalped 
forefinger half 
moon and micro-slotted 
thumb rest guarantee you perfect 
control. The second blade, clip point 
and locking, is a versatile backwoods 
back-up. Together, seven flawless 
inches.and on sale now. $38.95 

Both complete with a russet-tooled sheath 
of golden leather. 

#3030 North Canyon Nail. 
Riding shotgun on your belt or 

boot1 a twin edged masrcrpieci: . Bowie 
bladed hunter is contour designed to fit 

your hand. Scrolled into the hilt is the 
howling face of the demon north wind. Nine 
inches of rugged beauty. $38.95 

The 1992 Edge Company Cata.log will blow you away - to 
a.II the corners of the earth, where we bring you the best in 

ha.rd to find knives. For your copy ca.II now. 

1·800·732·9976 
Call before January 151 and with your order you will automatically receive an 
invitational free mcmbcr,)hip in the exclusive Edge Onyx Club - and the rare 

knives and privclcdgcs it provides. 
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Get The Ultimate Survival 
Weapon. 

A fusion of ofl:world fantasy and 
down ro earth utility. Edge Axis. Grip its 
knurled aluminum shaft and command an 
incredible 15" camp and rescue axe. 
Or, slip your fingers 
tl1rough the heavy 440 

stainless steel head 
and wield a wicked-edged 
dctCnsc baton. Now remove d1c t,iJC.t-

StreetWalkers TM 
blade emirely. Your knuckles become an 

awesome half moon of raw, slicing steel. 
Hidden in the hollow storage handle is an 

assortment of survival tools - including a diamond 
braided saw, and water fi lled compass. 

The Edge Axis \\OJI cleave tl1rough a solid iron door. 
Ead1 comes with two .blade holsters - one leather, 
one ballistic clocl1. Eitl1er attaches quickly to belt or 
backpack. Now carry the ultimate survival weapon - with 
the protection of a foll lifetime warranty. You will never go 
back to )'Our old fashioned axe. 

'.
: :::::: ••••••• ;~~A:c;J;ass;i;c:\\;'a;lki;.-1~1g~sa;. c;k;o;f exotic hardwood - with a clandestine twist: Pull sharply on the hand knob and 

---""' unsheath seventeen inches of city-edged stainless sreel. 

itl500 Edge Axis $79.95 
Through January Only. 

FREE! Edge Hog-Leg Dagger. 
Now- and through wlnrer- every rime you place an order 

you will also receive the Edge Model 928 Hog-Leg boot and 
belt dagger, nbso/utclyfrce. Nine inches of hardwood, brass, 
and double-edged steel, with a clip sheath of genuine black ox 
hide. A fumily heirloom, no. Jusr a pretty good knifC, a great 
gift, and at this price, a helluva deal: yours free from the Edgc. 

Anention CoUcaon 
Altering, changing, 
Compianccv.ithall 

$14.95 if purchased seperately. 

AN ENDANGERED SPECIES 

AVAJLABLEONLYWHTLE ~\ 
SUPPLIES LAST -.,~"Jt,,_,l', 

••• ZIP. • • CLICK! ~~~:"'£> 
From Gennany to You - A steel panther of ~ 

one-lranded, push button teclrnologij. 

A snap of your thumb propels a razor-honed 
edge of Solingen steel - Jocking open, rugged 
and ready. Zip, click. Now, flick the safety grip 
- your blade instantly and automatically retracts -
completely swallowed by a heavy-duty handle of 
hear ftosrcd black. 

<II All milled steel and nickel silver screw 
constrncrion for quick rake down and 
reassembly. 

<II Tough and fast spring mechanism. 

<II Open, over seven inches Jong. 

<II Once mastered, the fastest knife you'll own. 

<II Completely guaranteed by Edge USA and 
Boker, Germany. 

An endangered species. Capture yours today -
before they arc gone. 

#2120 Edge-Matic_P_anther . .. $49.95 

and Sportsmen: Check your local laws before ordering or carT)ing. 
or con\'c:rting spring mechanism may be: a \'iolation of fc:dcraJ law. 
laws is the purchaser's responsibility. 

instant and deadly response to any attack. Double-sharp at 
tl1c point, and mirror polished. The blade lies hidden in 
your choice of an o-ring-sealed Mahogany or Black Grain 
gentleman's stick, 35" long and trimmed in solid brass. 
Get tl1e Edge, and pick up a StreetWalker today. 

#1102 Black-Grain StreetWalker 
Sword Cane $33.95 

#1103 Mahogany StreetWalker 
Sword Cane $33. 95 

i' Poised To Strike. 
;;;..?J A scaled crescent of \ocious black encircles vour 

fingers - spiked with ten intimidating steel fangs - poised 
and ready to strike. From your armored fist extends clie 

Cobra's massive blade - a cleaving stainless arc, 
deep·notched and razor-edged - afi1/l l / 4" thick 

and five inches Jong. 

comes to you 
coiled in its own 
black hide sheath. 

The hellish capabilities of the Black Cobra, at 
wore than 11" overall, arc bcrter left to the 

imagination. Until now, a knife of such 
collectabiliry - and invincibility -

commanded prices far out of reach. Now 
it can be yours. Call us and we' ll release 

your Cobra today. 
#9790 Black Cobra $59.95 

THE EDGE COMPANY 
KNIVES, TOOLS, AND TRICKS FOR MODERN MAN 

TO ORDER CALL llOW 

·I 0·732·9976 
24 HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

Or send check or money o rder to: 

The Edge Company 
P.O. Box 826-SFl• Brattleboro, VT 05302 

Add $4.00 shipping and insurance per item, $2.00 each additional item. 

THE EDGE IRON CLAD GUARANTEE: If you are not 100% satisfied with any 
item, for any reason, simply return it within 30 days for a complete refund, credit, 

o r exchange - your choice, your Edge. Count o n it. 
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COMBAT CRAFT Cold Feet Can't Fight 
Text & Photo by Chuck Fremont 

about winter train
ing and "cold feet" 
will usually be at 
the top of the list. 
I'm one of those 
strange Special 
Forces types who 
enjoys winter oper
ations, but the fun 
meter moves to
ward zero when 
my toes start 
to hurt. 

Survivors); rubber
botto med "pac" 
boots like Sorels 
with removable felt 
liners; modern muk
luks l ike those 
made by Northern 
Outfitters; plastic
shelled mountain
eering double boots 
(Koflach makes 
good ones); insu
lated overboots 
or "supergaiters" 
(e.g ., Fab iano's 
''Trionic" boot and 
gaiter) or military 
VB boots (i.e. , white 
"mouse" boots -
the black ones 
aren't warm enough 
in subzero con
ditions). 

We generate 
heat as long as we 
stay alive, but it's 
easily lost, espe
cially from our feet. 
There are four 
main ways ou r 
bodies lose heat: 
conduction, con
vection, expiration 
and evaporation. 

Conduction hap
pens when you 
come into contact 

Special Forces teams use military vapor-barrier boots and traditional leather ski boots for 
winter opertions. Skis and bindings are by Ramer; this system is used by some SF 
mountain units. M1 4 rifle is preferred over M16 for cold environments. 

The trouble with 
"mouse" boots is 
they are miserable 
for serious march
ing, climbing or ski-

with a cold object, like grabbing a rifle 
barrel with your bare hands. Convec
tion is the carrying away of heat from 
your body, as when a cold wind hits 
you in the face. Expiration is the loss of 
heat through breathing - warm, moist 
air carries out heat from your lungs; 
this results in core heat loss. And 
evaporation is the loss of heat due to 
moisture leaving your body; you notice 
this more in the summer, but it's still 
important in winter. 

A thin layer of clothing will prevent 
conduction losses. Army anti-contact 
gloves, for example, are thin shells 
designed to prevent skin sticking to 
metal in subzero weather. For our feet, 
combat boots work if conduction is the 
only concern. 

Respiration heat loss is unavoida
ble; you just need to eat extra carbohy
drates and drink plenty of liquids (no 
alcohol; limited caffeine) to keep your 
metabolic rate up. 

Convection heat loss from our body 
core is prevented by layers of insula
tion combined with windproof shells. 
With our feet, insulated boots, over
sized boots combined with thick socks 
(or better, a thin inner sock with a 
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thicker outer one) are the usual solu
tions. But sweat rapidly degrades the 
effectiveness of socks. Modern syn
thetic fiber socks wick away moisture, 
but I don't think they are the entire 
answer for extreme cold. 

There are some tricks for keeping 
socks dry. Some mountaineers spray 
their feet with antiperspirant; this is 
more effective than foot powder. 

Vapor-barrier (VB) inner socks keep 
your outer socks dry for longer 
stretches, and a VB also prevents heat 
loss due to evaporation. Bread sacks 
worn over a light synthetic inner sock 
will keep your heavy boot socks dry on 
a cold January day, thus preserving 
their insulating properties. You can get 
immersion foot from continuously 
wearing VB socks, though. Take them 
off when you have a chance; clean, dry 
and powder your feet, and wear 
breathable footgear in garrison. I've 
used a pair of Patagonia ripstop-nylon 
VB socks for about five years, and 
they've held up OK. 

Extreme cold means some kind of 
high performance boots. Choices in
clude insulated leather boots (e.g., 
Danner "Fort Lewis" boots or Herman 

ing. If you're walk
ing an easy perime

ter they're fine, but plastic-shelled 
climbing boots are the best bet for hard 
duty such as rock-and ice-climbing, ski 
mountaineering, etc. For the military, 
plastic boots have an added benefit: 
They can be reissued by replacing the 
insulated inner boot. 

Plastic boots can get you in trouble if 
sized wrong. They don't stretch, but 
feet swell when cold - up to a 
half-size. If plastic boots are sized too 
close, you will lose circulation, leading 
to cold feet, leading to frostbite, lead
ing to no feet if you don't take care of 
them. Make sure that plastic-shelled 
boots are correctly sized - not tight; 
talk this over with a knowledgeable 
boot fitter. 

Right now, the ultimate winter
mountaineering boot system is proba
bly a top-quality plastic double- or 
triple-boot, sized to allow wear of a VB 
sock, thin liner sock and thick insula
tion sock. You can even get supergait
ers for these boots. 

A good traditional double- (or triple-) 
leather boot, worn with VB socks, will 
get you through some extreme condi
tions. They're expensive, and since 
they form to your feet they shouldn't be 
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reissued. But good Fabiano or equiva
lent leather boots, well cared for, will 
last a long time. 

Military VB boots are great for mech
anized work, but you need to get out of 
them at least once a day so your feet 
can dry out. Take the hygiene precau
tions required with VB socks, and 
invest in a pair of insulated booties with 
a heavy-duty bottom so you can walk 
around. Wear these to sleep in if you 
have trouble with cold feet. 

If you have a pair of Sorels or similar 
pac boots, you need at least two sets 
of liners you can alternate wearing, so 
one set can dry out. If you really want 

Plastic 
boots can 
get you in 

trouble. 
to keep warm, buy pacs large enough 
to put a good ski-boot liner in. You see 
this combination on drilling rigs in 
Wyoming a lot. 

What can you do with combat 
boots? First, make sure they are large 
enough to wear with your cold weather 
socks. This probably means a half-size 
larger than usual; maybe a full size if 
you plan to wear them with VB socks. 
Exchange them if they're tight. This 
goes for the Special Forces "Boots, 
Ski, Mountain" as well. 

Select socks carefully - no cotton; 
once it gets wet, it stays wet. The inner 
sock should be a synthetic wicking 
fabric. I personally don't like polypro
pylene because it's tough to clean and 
melts if exposed to flame. For me, 
DuPont Thermax and similar fabrics 
work well. Your insulated sock should 
be densely woven, thick and tough. I'm 
old-fashioned enough to still wear 
1 00% wool socks - Austrian Dach
steins - but there are some excellent 
synthetics out there. GI cotton-wool 
boot socks aren't adequate. 

The bottom line is that you can't take 
chances with your feet. Make sure your 
footwear will work before deploying for 
winter ops. 

For more information: Fabiano, 
Koflach and Sorel boots are carried by 
most high-quality mountaineering 
shops, as are VB socks. Northern 
Outfitters (801-224-5342) is a specialty 
manufacturer in Orem, Utah. 

Chuck Fremont is a Special Forces 
NC0.'9< 
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Belt Holster 

$=D~$=CC) 

ON~:~t~O 
Now in second production, by popular demand. Roll your 

thumb and expose a drop-point blade of 440A stainless - hollow 
ground and scapcl sharp. An adjustable double-disc pivot screw 
allows for complete blade speed control. Compress the strategic 
locking device - just as quickly your blade is closed. 

Designed for discreet carry, the lean profile of The Edge Tactical 
One-Hander is less than 1/4". Each is machined and milled from a 
solid bar of pure chromium spring steel. When the unknowns of 
work, sport, or emergency demand one-handed performance, there 
is no tougher knife. Currently in field test by members of The 
Vermont Department of Sheriffs. 

Call us and field test one yourself - with the protection of a 
lifetime warranty. From the highway to the country this is a 
powerful and ingenious knife - unlike any other you will own. 

~-----SPECIFICATIONS -----~ 

EDGE TACTICAL ONE-HANDER 
Length Open: 7"/18cm 
Length Closed: 4"/10cm 
Weight: 2.4oz/67.2g 

Handle: 420 Cr Spring Steel 
Blade: 440A/R57 -59 

EACH 
2 for $69.95 

TACTICAL 
GATOR-tDG[;: 

A serrated blade - actually 
30 seperate and sharp cutting 
edges- provides 7" of instant 

ripping action. Designed at 
tl1e request of both sportsmen 

and police, the one-handed 
Tactical Gator-Edge will 

cleave through a scat belt or 
leather strap in seconds. 

THE EDGE COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 826-SF 

BRATTLEBORO, VT 05302 

• 

$3.00 TO ORDER CALL NOW . 

[EJ 1·800·732·9976 . 
24 HOURS • EVERYDAY 

WE WROTE THE BOOK ON ONE-HANDED KNIVES• CALL FOR A FREE CATALOG 
50 PAGES OF KNIVES, TOOLS AND TRICKS FOR MODERN MAN 

IJJ> ALL ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 48 HOURS ~ 
ADD $3.00 SHIPPING/INSURANCE 

Law Enforcement Agencies/Personnel inquire on letterhead regarding Special Discount Program. 
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CLIP AND MAIL TO: 
MOUNTAIN STAR INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

1750 30th St., Suite 498, Boulder, CO 80301 

OR CALL 1-800-800-7630 FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
D Enclosed is $5.00 Check or Money Order 
D VISA 
D Mastercard 

Card#, ______ _ 

Signature ______ _ 

Exp. Date. ______ _ 

Name-------

Street ______ _ 

City, State, Zip _____ _ 

~ 



BATTLE BLADES 
Text & Photo by Greg Walker 

' 'THREE considerations 

Better Blades 
From Benchmade 

gested retail price of 
$129 .95 . The custom 
models go for over $600, 
which may be out of 
some folks' reach these 
days." 

The company also of
fers its own line of fold
ers. "We make practical 

drive this 
company. First, quality 
-the finest of materi
als, design and work
manship for the end 
product's price . Sec
ond , production time. 
It's Benchmade's goal 
to manufacture and de
liver knives in a timely 
fashion to both our cli
ents as well as custom
ers. Lastly, made in the 

-/' pocketknives you can af-
......... ''---------------''-'-"----"----'-----'-'" - "' .... 0__,w ford," D eAsis notes. 

Brend Combat Talon is a co-project between DeAsis and combat-knife maker 
Walter Brend. Flawless execution and attention to detail gives you a $600 
custom knife for $129.95 (suggested retail) from Benchmade Knives. 

"Swedish steel for the 
blades, Zytel handles for 
toughness, Kraton in
serts for a sure grip 

USA. Not put together in America, but 
made in America! There's a big differ
ence ," states Les DeAsis, CEO of 
Benchmade Knives. 

He leans back in his chair, a smile 
suddenly creasing his face . "And I'm 
having fun ," he adds . 

DeAsis is the master innovator be
hind the Bali-Song butterfly knife, one 
of the most popular folding knives in 
America. His attention to detail and 
quality production resulted in Bali 
Song blades becoming high-end col
lectibles, carried and used by knife 
fanciers the world over. They are still 
being made today, as both custom and 
production offerings. 

"Bali-Song is part of the DeAsis 
family heritage," Les comments. " It'll 
be handed down to my children once 
I'm gone." 

Benchmade Knives evolved from 
DeAsis' former company, Pacific Cut
lery. Relying heavily on overseas pro
duction , PC experienced internal as 
well as external problems which soon 
motivated DeAsis to close his doors . 
Red rafting a business plan which 
made U.S. production its centerpiece, 
Les purchased equipment, hired 
craftsmen , and left Los Angeles for the 
leaner, cleaner lifestyle of Oregon. 
That was two years ago . Today, 
Benchmade Knives is a flourishing 
manufactu rer with both an in-house 
line and outside contracts for such 
noted specialty designers as AMK and 
Spyderco. 

DeAsis specializes in working cut
lery, although world-famous custom
knife maker Jody Samson provides 
Benchmade's collectors with stunning 
works of edged art. Samson, who 
studied under the legendary John Nel
son Cooper , handcrafts daggers , 
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swords, battle-axes and combat kn ives 
for the discriminating buyer. 

Working alongside Samson is Bob 
Bowden, one of Bali-Song's original 
hands. Bowden, a bona fide bench
maker, is responsible for detail work 
and special custom projects. Together, 
these two men turn out some of the 
best bladeware in the industry. At 
DeAsis' side is Eric Bedoy, his long
time friend and adviser. Bedoy special
izes in assembling the custom Bali
Song line, while also handling shipping 
and other Benchmade administrative 
matters. 

Particularly noteworthy is the Brend 
Combat Talon, a custom design from 
Walter Brend, which Fighting Knives 
magazine called "the combat folder of 
the year" for 1990. 

"We worked closely with Walter 
(Brend) on this project," DeAsis notes. 
"You 're dealing with a maker's reputa
tion , his livelihood. The knife had to be 
right, not just close. Brend is known 
among his peers and clients as per
haps the best combat knife maker in 
the United States. Our production ver
sion of his folder honors that 
compliment. " 

Battle Blades compared a Brend 
custom design to the Benchmade 
model and found them of equal quality 
in design and fabrication. DeAsis has 
recently begun tempering the liners of 
the Brend folder, not because he has 
to but because he feels it makes the 
knife that much better. Steve Gartin, 
publisher of Sporting Blades, called 
the Brend from Benchmade one of the 
smoothest-opening and strongest pro
duction folders he'd ever handled. 

"It's been a good project for us," 
says Les. "The buyer can now get a 
high-quality Brend design at a sug-

regardless of working environment. 
Our locking systems are proven ; I want 
reliability over exotic but perhaps unre
liable design. A Benchmade folder is 
one you'll have around for years." 

But there's another side to this 
Oregon knife company which is just 
becoming apparent to the industry. 
Following the collapse of Western 
Cutlery in mid-1 991 , Benchmade be
came sole contender for those wanting 
to move some of their overseas pro
duction to the United States. With 
production prices being raised in 
Japan and delivery dates fluid , spe
cialty cutlery firms/personalities are 
searching for better rates, higher num
bers, faster delivery and long-term 
stability. 

"We're a full-function shop," DeAsis 
points out. " I can make folders, fixed 
blades , custom and mass production 
product. With our new serration ma
chine, we can offer serrated blades in 
any pattern wanted. We can injection
mold handles or provide grips from 
Micarta , stag, or hard and exotic 
woods. My design base is computer
ized , so there are no blueprints neces
sary or unworkable patterns which 
waste time and money." 

Today, Benchmade sees itself ac
complishing v.:hat its founder envi
sioned while still in Los Angeles. "The 
easiest thing in the world to do is buy 
equipment and tell everyone you're 
going to make knives, " DeAsis says. 
"But doing it - and I mean doing it 
well, consistently- is a whole different 
story. You look at my hands and you 
see dirt, cuts , abrasions. I'm on the 
floor making knives, not just talking 
about them." 

Continued on page 74 
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I 0,000 FIREARMS BARGAINS 
Are you a gun trader? Gun collector? 
Or are you just plain interested in guns? 
If you are, you'll profit from reading the 
bargain-filled columns of SHOTGUN 
NEWS, published 3 times each month. It's 
the leading publication for the sale, pur
chase and trade of firearms and acces
sories of all types. Established in 1946, 
THE SHOTGUN NEWS has aided thou-

Sh[®tr:mun 
news 

THE TRADING POST 
sands of gun enthusiasts locate firearms, 
both modern and antique -- rifles, shot
guns, pistols, revolvers, scopes, mounts ... 
all at money-saving prices. The money you 
save on the purchase of any one of the 
more than 10,000 listings 3 times a month 
more than pays your subscription cost. 
You can't afford to be without this unique 
publication. As it says on the cover, it's 

FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS 

'lHE TRADING POST FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS". 
Minimum Advertising Rates - Maximum Results 

Write for Media Kit 36 ISSUES U Year) ONLY $20.00! 
THE SHOTGUN NEWS 

P.O. BOX 669, HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 68902 
PHONE 1-402-463-4589 FAX 1-402-463-3893 

• 

MASTERCARD & VISA = 
SUBSCRIPTIONS ONL y I VISA 

CALL 1-800-345-6923 
Please Charge My Order to: D MasterCard D VISA 
Card Number _ ____________ _ Exp. Date __ _ 

Enclosed find remittance for$ _ _ . Kindly senrl me THE SHOTGUN NEWS for _ yearlsl 

108 Issues $58.00 
(3 Years) 

72 Issues $39.00 
(2 Years) 

36 Issues $20.00 
{I Year) 

Canada, Mexica, and all other foreign countries, $100.00 · SAMPLE COPY $3.00 

{Please Print) 

NAME - --------------------

ADDRESS----------- - ---- - - - -

CITY---------- - -----------

STATE __________ ZIP - - --------

SOF 
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TAC Nine For TAC Teams 

SOFfitted TAC NINE sound suppressor to 
H&K MP5 A3 for test and evaluation. Unit 
meets or exceeds all RAM-D (Reliability, 
Availability, Maintainability-Durability) 
criteria, and is ideal for many special
operations assignments. 

C OMPLETE silence is not 
necessarily golden. To the lay
man the total drop in sound 

level, as measured by a logarithmic 
ratio commonly used in the sound 
industry and called the decibel (dB), is 
the bottom line in assessing any sound 
suppressor, or "silencer" as they are 
known by fiction writers. When a civil
ian purchases a sound suppressor, he 
generally wants to impress himself and 
his friends by touting how "quiet" it is. 
The greater the reduction in sound
pressure level, the better. 

To professional users, such as mili
tary SpecOps units and law enforce
ment Special Reaction Teams (SRTs) , 
other parameters often outweigh the 
requirement for the absolute-maximum 
obtainable reduction in sound-pres
sure level. 

For those who must dance through 
the elaborate and complex choreogra
phy involved in the "dynamic entries" 
of buildings infested with terrorist ver
min, the ability to hear voice com
mands is a primary reason for employ
ment of a sound suppressor. While the 
exact dance steps involved in a dy
namic entry remain justifiably 
shrouded in secrecy, the stealth of an 
assassin is not part of the action. 

Size, weight, durability, smoke and 
flash signatures, ease of maintenance, 
and sometimes special capabilities 
that have no relevance to the civilian 
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marketplace, in 
addition to sound 
reduction, make 
up the spectrum 
of attributes de
sired in sound 
suppressors by 
the nasty boys 
dressed in Ninja 
black. The mili
tary frequently 
refers to all of 
this as RAM-D 
(Reliability, Avail
ability, Maintaina
bility-Durability). 

Once again in 
the forefront, AWC Systems Technol
ogy (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 41938, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080-1938 - catalog 
free to Class 3 dealers and legitimate 
government agencies, $5 to individu
als) has recently developed a caliber 
9mm Parabellum sound suppressor for 
submachine guns only that meets or 
exceeds the MENS (Mission Essential 
Need Statement) of the most elite 
snake eaters. 

Called the TAC NINE, this "can" is 
available in two configurations : 
1) using a coupler originally designed 
by Tim Bixler to mate with the three-lug 
barrel of the ubiquitous Heckler & Koch 
MP5 or 2) a threaded mounting for 
attachment to submachine guns other 
than the MP5. AWC can thread sub
machine-gun barrels to match that of 
current H&K MP5 Navy models with 
threaded barrels (identical to the muz
zle threads found on the new H&K 
"PDW"). 

The TAC NINE sound suppressor 

H&K MP5 A3 and AWC TAC NINE sound 
suppressor can be discreetly carried in 
Eagle Industries' Discreet Case, which also 
accommodates three spare magazines and 
other essential equipment in an outside 
cargo pocket. 

FULL AUTO 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

provided to SOF for test and evalua
tion was of the former type, and was 
attached to an MP5 A3 with retractable 
buttstock. The coupling collar must be 
backed off before attaching the unit to 
the three-lug barrel. Drop the suppres
sor over the muzzle and three lugs, 
and then simply turn the suppressor 
body until it's snug up against the 
barrel. 

Overall length of the MP5 model is 
9 inches; that of the threaded variant is 
8.75 inches. The weight is 23 ounces. 
The suppressor body and its interior 
components are manufactured from 
non-magnetic 304 stainless steel; the 
MP5 coupler from 17-4PH (Precipita
tion Hardening) steel. Our test speci
men was finished with a matte-black 
polymer coating. 

Unlike AWC's sophisticated Warp 
series suppressors, the TAC NINE 
does not employ a wet environment. 
Maintenance consists of no more than 
occasional flushing with solvent or hot 
soapy water. 

What is its life span? That depends 
upon a number of factors, such as the 
type of ammunition employed, the 
length of the burst groups and the time 
intervals between bursts. When de
ployed by experienced operators, the 
TAC NINE should last through approxi
mately three MP5 barrel changes. MP5 
barrels normally survive many tens of 
thousands of rounds. When was the 
last time you had to change your MP5 
barrel? 

To meet the requirements of an 
unidentified user, the TAC NINE was 
designed to fire with the barrel and 
suppressor unit filled with water 
(sounds like something an aquatic, 
carnivorous mammal of the family 
Phocidae would want) . In case you 're 
of a mind to try this in your backyard 
swimming pool, be advised that you 
must open the bolt and chamber the 
round underwater, as both the barrel 
and suppressor unit must be com
pletely full of water and free of air. Any 
air pockets in the system will probably 
bulge the barrel and may damage the 
suppressor. 

During our test and evaluation of the 
TAC NINE it was noted that this unit 
also serves as both an effective muz
zle brake and flash suppressor. Due to 

Continued on page 28 
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These 1 00 o/o 
T-shirts are 
available for 

only 

$12.95 
#1047: White 
#1048: White 
#1049: Black 
#1050: Olive Drab 
#1051: White 
#1052: Ash 
#1053: Tan 

T-SHIRT SIZES 
S,M,L,XL 
$12.95 
$2.00 extra for XXL 
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#1047 

#1051 

#1053 

L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SOF EXCHANGE 

i - - - - - - - -

P.O. BOX 693, Dept. 2/92, Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Call Toll-Free: Mastercard, VISA or COD orders: 
1-800-743-5624, Operator Carole. 
For FAX orders : (303) 444-561 7 

PAYMENT: VISA ___ MIC ____ CHECK __ COD 

CARD # ----------------- EXP. _______ _ 

SIGNATURE-------------------------
NAME 
ADDRESS 

C ITV------------ STATE _____ _ ZIP _____ _ 

QTY. ITEM NO. SIZE PRICE 

SUB TOTAL 
P&H 

3.7% Sales Tax (CO Residents) 
TOTAL 

Add $3.00 for first item ordered, plus $1 .00 per each additional Item for 
postage and handling. Overseas orders add 40%. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
Colorado residents add 3. 7o/o sales tax. 

- - I 
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* 

Sf)l .. Bil~ll f)I~ l~f)ll'l,IJNI~ 
How many issues of SOF 

did you buy at the newsstand this year? 

If you bought 6 issues you have spent 
more than a one year's subscription, 

12 issues of SOF! 

+ Have you gone to the newsstands and found SOF sold out? 
+ Have you missed SOF's frontline Desert Storm coverage? 
+ Did you miss the Weapon's Caching articles? 

SUBSCRIBE NOW 
... and stay informed with exciting articles from the staff of SOF 

who travel around the world to bring you 
frontline reporting of worldwide hot spots. 

1 YEAR 

$24.95 
2 YEARS 

$49.90 
3 YEARS 

$74.85 

0 Send me one year of SOF (12 issues) for 24.95. 
0 Send me two years of SOF (24 issues) for $49 .90. 
0 Send me three years of SOF (36 issues) for $74.85 
Name ______________ _ 

Address--------------
City ______________ _ 

State----------- Zip __ 

0 Payment enclosed (U.S . funds only) 
BNJ91 

D Visa 0 MasterCard 

Card # _________ Exp. Date __ 

Signature ____________ _ 

CLIP AND MAIL TO: 
PO BOX 693, BOULDER CO 80306 

OR CALL 1-800-435-0175 
Offer good in U.S. and Possessions, including APO-FPO addresses, for a limited 
time only. Canada add $10.00/yr. for postage (includes GST) . All other countries 
add $21.00/yr. for postage. Allow 6-8 weeks for first copy to arrive. *Savings 
based on newsstand rate of 3 years $154.20. BNJ92 Offer expires 1/31 /92 



its added weight on the end of the 
barrel and its operating characteristics, 
muzzle jump is noticeably diminished. 
No flash or sparking was detected 
when the unit was employed at night. 
This latter attribute is especially impor
tant to SRTs raiding illicit drug labs. 
The slightest spark from an unburnt 
propellant granule traveling down
range midst this type of laboratory 
equipment could initiate an explosion 
and/or fire. 

Unlike the ported-barrel sound
suppression system on the MPSSD, 
this "snuffer" is a muzzle suppressor, 
thus the bullet's velocity is not reduced. 
Hollow-point ammunition, including the 
popular 147-grain JHP subsonic loads, 
can be employed without degrading 
the unit's reliability - which is of the 
highest order - or the bullet's wound 
ballistics potential. Attaching the unit to 
our MPS resulted in only a negligible 
shift in the bullet's point of impact 
downrange. 

Another tactical advantage over the 
MPSSD is that the TAC NINE can be 
easily removed from the weapon when 
sound suppression is not part of the 
op order. 

Just how quiet is the TAC NINE? It is 
the muzzle blast to which all sound 
suppressors, successful or not, ad
dress themselves. They do so by use 
of a single formula from physics known 

as the general gas law. Applicable to 
all ideal gases, the equation states that 
pressure equals temperature multi
plied by a constant divided by volume. 

As muzzle blast is a consequence of 
relatively high-pressure gases exiting 
the barrel, reduction of this pressure 
immediately before exit from an as
sembly attached to the muzzle, by 
either increasing the volume or de
creasing the temperature (cooling), or 
both, will reduce the sound. Using U.S. 
government-approved sound measur
ing equipment, the TAC NINE suppres
sor provides a sound-pressure level 
reduction of 30 dB - exceptional 
performance for a unit of this compact 
size and light weight. 

Sound levels also diminish as the 
observer goes further from the sound 
source. The sound level drops accord
ing to the "inverse square law" (i.e., 
the sound decreases with the square 
of the distance from the source) . A unit 
that sounds fairly loud within the con
fines of a small room may not even be 
heard by an observer when fired from a 
distance of 2S meters outdoors, and 
from behind cover and concealment. 

Sound suppressors have numerous 
tactical applications that extend well 
beyond the sinister stereotypes pro
vided by media jackanapes. If every 
member of a tactical team is armed 
with sound-suppressed weaponry, 

enemy fire - almost never sound
suppressed - is more easily distin
guished, pinpointed and eliminated. 

Several government agencies are 
already equipped with TAC NINE 
sound suppressors. More can be ex
cepted to jump on board shortly, as it is 
the finest special-operations subma
chine-gun suppressor available. 

When you must be discreet, even 
when armed with an MPS and TAC 
NINE sound suppressor, then I recom
mend the Discreet Case, manufac
tured by Eagle Industries Unlimited 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, 400 Biltmore Drive, 
Suite 530, Fenton, MO 63026; phone: 
314-343-7547, catalog $3) . Designed 
for low-profile situations, one model of 
the Discreet Case even holds a tennis 
racket on the outside. Made from 
#1000 denier abrasion-resistant Cor
dura nylon (with 3/8-inch thick closed
cell foam padding), heavy-duty zippers 
with dual sliders open to reveal an 
interior that holds an MPS A3 with 
inserted 30-round magazine and three 
spare magazine pouches. A padded 
outside cargo pocket will hold the TAC 
NINE and other equipment. The case 
is also provided with welded-steel "D" 
rings and a detachable padded shoul
der strap. The price is $68.95 and 
cases of this type are available for 
other weapons systems as well.~ 

AFFORDABLE SEE-IN-THE-DARK TECHNOLOGY 
WHEN NOTHING BUT THE BEST WILL DO 

AN/PVS-4 STARLIGHT NIGHT VISION SYSTEM 

CURRENT STATE OF THE ART AN/PVS-4 
2ND GENERATION NIGHT VISION SYSTEM. 

This Is the finest unit available today. .. ...... 
We are the National Distributor for -
O.E.C., the current military contractor 1 
for 15,000 units of the AN/PVS-4. ' 
We can offer you the same unit the 
military receives. 

New-With Excellent Reconditioned Intensifier Tube 

$2,850.00 Add $15.00 for Reg. U PS-$30.00 for Next Day Air 

NEW-With New Intensifier Tube 

$3 ! 8 9 5, 00 Add $15.00 for Reg. U PS- $30.00 for Next Day Air 

We use genuine MIL-SPEC A.R.M.S. mounting systems. 

We offer a full line of top quality products plus the unsurpassed service 
knowledge of night vision experts. We service and stand behind every 
product we sell. For more information on additional night vision systems, 
goggles, and viewers write or call: 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 266 (215) 391-9101 
Emmaus, PA 18049 FAX (215) 391-9220 

SEND $4.00 FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG 
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Flret the Good Newe .•. We're offering a 
fantastic price on Night Vision Equipment! 
The AN/ PVS-28, with its high performance 
nitrogen filled lens and high gain 25mm 
Intensifier tube, Is the best performing first 
generation scope Issued In quantity to the 
U.S. Mllllary. This versatile unit, with 
optional adaptors, can be weapon mounted 
or used for low light level photography. 

• First Generation Reconditioned 
Intensifier 

• 4 X Magnification 

• Range 400 to 600 yards for weapon 
aiming. Up to 'h mlle for surveillance, 
depending on light level and terrain. 

This unit previously sold for $2,750.00. Due 
to an incredible buy on these reconditioned 
units, we are offering them at S1 ,695.00, 
a savings of over $1,000.001 

Now the Bed Newe .•• Quantities are limited. These 
"like new'" Starlight scopes are selling fast at this low 
price, so order now to take advantage of this 
exceptional opportunity! 

Shipped with: Tripod/ pistol grip adaptor, daylight lens 
cover, operating manual and batteries. Add $100.00 
for AR15/M16 mounting system. Other mounting 
systems are available, prices on request. Add $15.00 
for regular UPS shipping, $30.00 for Next Day Air. 
6 MONTH LIMITED WARRANTY. 

NOT AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT 
NO F.F.L. REQUIRED 

Excalibur gives you the COVERT EDGE at affordable prices! 
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Buy Direct & Save$$$! Visa,Mastercard&Am.ericanExpress! 
Call 1-708-640-7774 for Fast Delivery! 

Lo1w Prices! Top Quality Merchandise! 

Tap Detector 
Protection for 
your phone, 
computer 
modem, 
FAX or 
telex. 

Tap Detector -
an indispensable tool 

which lets you know when 
anyone is tapping either your 
home or office phone. If the 

green light goes out you know 
someone is listening in! You can 
then continue your conversation, 
alter its course or simply end it. 
Use "Tap Detector" and have 
peace of mind. Easy instructions. 
#311400 (Retail $50.) $29.95 

"The Big One" 
World's Largest 
Survival Knife 

This is the knife you've been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big l 0 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports 
men, hunters, fishermen, 
and campers will find 
"The Big One" can take 
it no matter how tough 
the task. It's more than 
just a knife. Features: 
• 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow 
handle. 
• Liquid fil led 
compass. 
• Rugged black 
leather sheath 
with sharp
ening stone. 

rnres wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 

line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 

#17718 
$29.95 

Double-Lock Handcuffs 
Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated. 
#270200 $15.95 
New Thumbcuffs $9.95 

Black Book of Dirty Tricks 
Improvised Munitions Handbook-the most sought 
after here-to-fore impossible to obtain Anny Man
ual. Revealing chapters on: Mines & Grenades, 
Small Arms Weapons & Ammo, Mortars & Rock
ets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Tells how to make Rocket Launch
ers, Pistols, Shotguns and Recoilless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials and more! #BB $10.00 

Compact, silent and deadly. Powerful 40 lb. 
draw. Micro-adjustable sights. Aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. 11-1/4" overall. 
Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 
#214005 $49.95 

Badges & 
ID Case 

Fla1mtyour 
authority! 

6 Styles 

Professional badges-Special Investigator, Security 
Guard, Special Officer, Deputy Sheriff, Special 
Police, Private Detective. 1- 1/2" wide, 2-1/4" high. 
Nickel plated brass. Specify model when ordering. 
Comes complete with badge holder and ID Card. 
#B5 $9.95 

Militar~· Surplus - Brnm! New! 
''"LISA.'' ""USAF* ·1'USMC':' *lJSN'· 

G.I. M65 Field Jacket - O.D. Green, Woodland 
Camo, Desert Camo, Tigerstripe . Sizes: S, M, L, 
XL. Specify size/color. $64.95 
G.I. Field Jacket Line r - Cold weather liner for 
M65. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Specify size. $19.95 
U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flight Jacket - I 00% nylon shell 
and lining . !00% polyester fi ll. Fully reversible 
emergency orange lining. Sage Green or Black. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Specify size/color. $59.95 
G.I. BDU Pants- Reinforced seat and knee, adjust
able waist tabs, drawstring bottoms. Woodland 
Camo, Desert Camo, Ripstop Camo. Sizes: S, M, 
L, XL. Specify size/color. $32.95 
G.I. BDU Jacket - Reinforced elbows, 4 double 
flap bellows pockets. Woodland Como, Desert 
Camo, Ripstop Camo. Size: S, M, L, XL. $32.95 
G.I. Camo Ripstop Nylon Poncho $29.95 
G.I. Camo Poncho Liner $29.95 
G.I. Pistol Belt, Medium $12.00 
G.I. Pistol Belt, Large $14.00 
AR-15/M-16 Pouch - Holds 3 mags $11.95 
G.I. Mechanics Tool Bag- 11 "x 7"x 6" $21.95 
•Do not confuse these genuine G.I. items with cheap, 
inferior imports! 

RAMBO® Knives - Available at Last! 
.............. 

Licensed reproductions of the actual knives used by 
Sylvester Stallone in the movies: First Blood, Rambo n, 
and Rambo ill.Each knife comes with a 1op quali1y leather sheaLh! 
RAMBO® First Blood - 14" overall. 9'" stainless sreel blade. #K JOO 
RAMB0<0 First Blood, Part lJ . 15-3/8'" overall, JO"' s1ainless sreel blade. #KIO! 
RAMBO® Ill • 16"' overall. t I'" Slaintess Sleel blade. #K 106 

New 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 
Smallest, lightest stun gun avai lable. Weighs only a 
few ounces but packs a 70,000voltbite that will stop 
any attacker. One second jolt causes muscle spasms 
and dazed condition but no permanent damage. 
Under no condition can you suffer a charge-back to 
your body. l year warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#3 10802 $49.95 
Ni-Cad Battery & Charger #3 1080 I $19.95 

$89.95 
$89.95 
$99.95 

Tear Gas Guns 
Eight shot .22 caliber revolver fires tear 
gas cartridges or blanks as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. Heavy-duty metal con
struction with quick, easy ejection. 
Checkered grips. Comes with holster, 
tear gas and blanks. 
#2601 10 Blue Revolver 
#260120 Chrome Revolver 
Extra Teat Gas ( l 0) 
Blanks (50) 

$29.95 
$29.95 
$4.00 
$4.00 

Not a toy! You must be 21 to order! 

"Little Black Box" 
Amazing device automatically starts 
your recorder whenever the tele
phone is picked up and stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Attaches 
anywhere along the Line . Plugs into 
any recorder. Creates no interference 
or noise on line. I "x2"x2". Warning: 
Not to be used for surveillance! 
#3 10101 Alligator Clip $34.95 
#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 
New IO-Hour Recorder is the ideal 
companion for "Little Black Box". 
#310200 $159.95 

"Phaser" S11per Tear Gas 
The safest personal defense product avail
able. High compression jet spray will stop 
attackers at distances up to 20 feet. Renders 
assailant instantly helpless, causing extreme 
burning to eyes, nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychotics and drug users. Will 
not cause permanent injury. 4-5/8". 
#261201 

"Super Snooper" 
Extremely sensitive, pointable, electronic 
listening device amplifies and feeds all avail
able sounds through ste reo headphones (in
cluded). Automatic shut-off circuit meas
ures incoming signal and protects you from 
harmful high volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at I 00 yds.; a car door shutting at 5 
blocks; your dog hot on a trail 2 miles away. 
Uses standard 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
tO be used for eavesdropping. 
#3 10300 $99.95 
Bionic Booster increases the receiving sur
face area 37 times, making it more direc
tional and powerful. Snaps on and off easily. 
#3 10301 $39.95 

Ordering Information 
By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Mail with check, money order or credit card info 
to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 632 W. Algonquin Rd. , #100, Des Plaines, TL 60016 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all product and credit card information ready. 
Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. Fully Illustrated Catalog $1 .00 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! r,-----------------, Your Supply Depot, Ltd. Telephone: c108) 640-1114 

632 W. Algonquin Rd. #100, Des Plaines, IL 60016 SF292 

Qty. Number Description/Size/Color 

Charge my: Visa D MasterCard D Amex D 

Expiration Dute __________ _ 

Subtotal 
Shipping/Hand. 

7% Tax-IL Res 011/y 
Total 

Price 

City ______________________ _ 

State _____ Zip _ ____ _ 

Supply Depot docs.not warrant lhat you may legally purchase, possess or carry air guns. s1un 
guns, e1c. By ordering you acknowledge that you are nn adult and there are no legal res1rictions New Big Daddy - 120,000 volts of stopping power. 

#310805 $89.95 I to purchasing. .J 
'------------------------------......::~ ... -----------------
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SOF ran this 

message in the 

Washington 

Times on 6 Nov. 

91, the day after 

the U.S. Senate 

opened 

hearings on 

POW/MIA 

matters. Robert 

K. Brown is 

monitoring the 

Senate process 

closely to make 

sure hearings 

result in a real 

investigation 

rather than 

another 

government 

boondoggle. 
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TIIlS TIME, AMERICA MUST BE 
TOLD THE TRUTH ABOUT ITS 

POW s AND MIAS 
Yesterday, the U.S. Senate Select Com
mittee on POW/MIA Affairs opened 
hearings aimed at getting to the bottom 
of the POW /MIA issue. These hearings 
are of vital importance. 

America needs to know whether the 
countries of Vietnam, Laos and Cambo
dia kept U.S. servicemen hostage long 
after the war ended. And we need to 
know if there are any living American 
POWs being held against their will in 
Southeast Asia. 

We need to know if the go¥ernment of 
Vietnam and its puppet regimes in Laos 
and Cambodia, hungry now for recog
nition by this country - and the result
ing economic development - have 
coldly and cynically withheld informa
tion on American captives from their 
friends and families. 

The Select Committee needs to get full 
and meaningful answers to the following 
questions: 

Why is Vietnam ware
housing the remains of 
American captives? 

U.S. intelligence has known for. years of 
the existence of a Hanoi warehouse 
containing hundreds of boxed remains 
- coated with preservatives - of 
American servicemen. 

Why are so many i:ecords on 
POW/MlA cases still 
classified? 

There is no credible national securtity 
reason for this, or for those tiles to be 
archived by at least four separate fed
eral agencies, with no central authority 
for investigators to access. 

Why has the Pathet Lao 
government of Laos stalled 
and derailed investigations 
of crash sites for years? 

At the current rate of investigation, the 
roughly 200 sites in Laos won't be 
ckecked until the 22nd century. In 

addition, the Pathet Lao have repeatedly 
denied U.S. investigators access to two 
top Laotian officials who have detailed 
knowledge of Americans captured in 
that country. 

And there are questions the American 
public has a right to ask of the Senate 
Select Committee: 

What were the criteria for 
selecting staff investigators? 
And how many of these indi
viduals have military or 
intelligence experience in 
Southeast Asia? 

What is the real purpose of 
the hearings? ls it to finally 
get to the bottom of the 
POW/MIA issue, or is it to 
lay the groundwork for 
normalizing relations with 
governments who view 
human remains as political 
currency? 

The chances are slim that any living 
POWs will walk out of the jungles and 
mountains of Indochina. But answers to 
our questions about our lost brothers in 
arms are deliberately being kept from us 
by tyrants who now seek U.S. favors. 
The families of the missing have a right 
to know their fates, to bury them if 
possible or to at least put their memories 
to rest by learning the truth. 

A soldier owes a debt of honor to his 
fallen comrades not to leave them be
hind. A nation bears the ultimate re
sponsibility for bringing home her sol
diers. That responsibility must not be 
sacrificed in favor of a politician's 
dirty deal. 

ROBERT K. BROWN 
Lieutenant Colonel, USAR, Ret. 
Editor/Publisher, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE magazine 

Call or fax your Senator or Congress
man. Or fax SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
-303-444-5617 - and we'll pass on 
your comments. 
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Action 
for Everyone 

Soldier of Fortune's East Coast Convention/EXPO 
March 13-15, 1992, Orlando, Florida 

What could be more perfect 
foryourfamily vacation than three 
action-packed days of adventure 
and fun at the SOF Convention/ 
EXPO in sunny Orlando, home of 
Disney World? 

We've designed this unique 
SOF Convention/EXPO to pro
vide an exciting and challenging 
experience for everyone. 

-Excellent adventure for 
your whole family. 

• EXPO - more than 400 
exhibits where you can learn about 
- and in most cases buy - the 
latest in paramilitary weaponry, 
ammo, gear, and merchandise. 

•LUSH HOTEL SWIMMING 
POOLS - and shopping malls 
for pampered relaxation. 

• FUN-FILLED EXCITE
MENT-aworldoffunatDisney 
World, Sea World, Epcot, and 
Universal Studios. 

• PAINTBALL COMPETI
TION - exhilerating matches for 
adults over 18. 

•EVENING ACTIVITIES -
a Friday barbecue with entertain
ment and a Saturday banquet with 
a special guest speaker. 

•SEMINARS-Expert speak
ers on crucial issues. 

Convenient arrangements 
for affordable enjoyment. 

Plus, you'll appreciate the con
veniences we've arranged for you: 
1) Free shuttle from the EXPO lo
cated at the Orange County Con
vention/Civic Center and the SOF 
Headquarters based in the Orlando 
Marriott on International Drive, 
2) Free parking at the EXPO for 
attendees, 3) Bar and food in the 
EXPO, 4) Children under 16 ad
mitted with parent, and 5) Very 
affordable room rates. 

HOTEL INFORMATION 
A block of rooms is being held 

for you at a special Convention 
rate of $115 for 1 or 2 persons. 

These will go fast, so make 
your reservations early. For this 
special rate, mention that you are 
an SOF Conventioneer. 

Please register directly with 
the Orlando Marriott at 8001 In
ternational Drive in Orlando, FL 
32819. Tel. (407) 351-2420. 

Register early to save on 
Convention/EXPO. 

Plan now to attend for the best 
rates on rooms and airfares. Reg
ister before Jan. 31, 1992, for the 
special price of $100. (After this 
date, $125.) Don't delay. Register 
today! (Include T-shirt size for 
your FREE Convention T-shirt). 

SOF 1992 Orlando Convention/EXPO 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 449-3750 
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Give Salvo Advisers Credit Where Credit 

The Joint Meritorious Unit Award: Rec
ognizes meritorious achievement or serv
ice superior to that which would normally 
be expected during combat, declared na
tional emergency or under extraordinary 
circumstances that involve the national 
interests. 

- United States Army 
Awards and Decorations 

"The first Joint Meritorious Award to a 
unit of the United States Southern Com-

. mand was awarded recently to the U.S . 
Military Group in El Salvador ... The unit 
distinguished itself from January I, 1981 
to June 7, 1985, by participating directly in 
furthering vita l national security interests 
and foreign policy objectives of the U.S. 
government in Latin America. " 

- The Army Times 
24 February 1986 

T he deserts of Kuwait and Iraq are 
quieter now, the multinational he
roes of Operation Desert Storm 

back in their barracks, the tools of war 
once again relegated to training exercises 
and endless inspections for cleanliness. If 
there were ever a war lo have gone to , 
Saddam Hussein's ill-fated invasion of his 
neighbor was it. One hundred hours of 
high-tension combat and then .. . liberation 
and victory. In a single charge across the 
desert the stigma of Vietnam was forever 
laid to rest, the mistakes during Grenada 
(Operation Urgent Fury) and Panama 
(Operation Just Cause) forgotten . 

This is not a story about the courage of 
our troops in the Gulf. Neither is it a tale of 
the desperate heroics seen during Grenada, 
or the clock-like execution of Noriega's 
downfall in Panama. Rather, this is a story 
about war in a tiny Central American 
country, where a gallant band of American 
soldiers have served faithfully since 1979. 
It is dedicated to those servicemen who 
have been killed by guerrillas of the 
Farabundo Marti Liberacion National, bet
ter known as the FMLN. 

Fifteen Green Berets were sent to El 

Salvador in 1981. According lo the Penta
gon, the Special Forces (SF) soldiers were 
chosen for their "linguistic ability and 
training expertise ." Deployed from the 
3/7th Special Forces Group, then located 
at Fort Gulick in Panama, the four five
man teams would be sent to three separate 
training areas which were to be "se
cured. " Their mission was to train the 
struggling Salvadoran army in communi
cations, logistics and intelligence. 

T iming for this move was critical. 
Beginning in January 1981, the 
communist-led FMLN had 

launched a major offensive against the 
Savadoran government, an offensive that 
signalled the guerrillas ' capability to con
duct formal military operations against the 
army. The Reagan administration, having 
inherited the Sandinista victory in Nicara
gua from President Jimmy Carter ' s bu
reaucracy, announced its intention not to 
remain passive where El Salvador was 
concerned. 

Introduction of special advisers brought 



about a wave of liberal protest in the 
United States. Hadn't the Vietnam war 
started with the introduction of U.S. 
military advisers in 1956? Was Reagan 
going to repeat history, sending Special 
Forces first, fo llowing with the Marines as 
the war escalated? Political stakes were 
high. There could be no more Vietnams, 
nu more body bags coming home from a 
tiny Third World country which the aver
age man on the street gave less than a 
damn about. 

The Double Nickle 

One solution was to maintain a limit on 
U.S. military advisers in-country. Jn 1979, 
total U.S. military aid to El Salvador was 
$12 million. Some 54-56 advisers were 
then stationed in El Salvador, providing 
assistance as directed. When the decision 
was made to increase aid to the Salvadoran 
government , the administ ra tion and 
Congress asked how many advisers it 
would take to get the job done. Not 
wanting to jeopardize greater funding, the 

then-current number of military specialists 
was g iven as sat isfactory. After that, the 
ceiling was "etched in stone," according 
to a fo rmer U.S. Military Group 
(M ilGroup) commander. 

Military aid to El Salvador jumped to 
$80 million in 1982 (fiscal year 1983). 
This dramatic increase brought about an 
equally dramatic increase in mission 
requirements. It was obvious more 
adv isers were required to carry out the new 
demands, yet the limit of 55 was not 
raised. 

'' 
o one in El Salvador wanted 
to take a chance of seeing the 
increased aid challenged in 

Washington," said another former Mil
Group ve teran. " It was felt that asking for 
the cei ling to be lifted on trainers was 
invit ing disaster. · · 

Located at the American Embassy in 
San Salvador, the MilGroup oversaw oper
ations undertaken by U.S. military advis
ers. One consideration was how the advis
ers would be armed. Ordered not to 

parllc1pate in Salvadoran combat opera
tions, officials at the Pentagon did consent 
that advisers would be "allowed to use 
their weapons only if attacked." 

The only weapon an adviser could carry 
was the issue .45 automatic pistol, a move 
meant to demo nstrate the supposed non
combat role of American forces in El 
Salvador at the time. Confusion about this 
policy was evident once in-country. A 
number of MilGroup operators carried 
gym bags which contained either UZI or 
MPS submachine guns. These were per
manent MilGroup personnel for the most 
part. Advisers/ trainers coming in from 
Panama and elsewhere didn 't begin being 
issued such defensive weaponry in quan
tity until 1984. 

The policy backfi red. Looking for any
thing that would embarrass Reagan "s Cen
tral American policy, the media made it a 
game to see who they might catch carrying 
more than Sam Colt ' s equal izer. They 
were successfu l early on, photographing 
an American officer toting an M 16 on a 



Training base in La Union depended on 
mortar teams trained on-site by SF 
advisers. SF officer (left) explains 60mm's 
capability to his charges. La Union was later 
partially overrun by guerrillas, with five U.S. 
advisers caught up in the fighting. 
Photo: Greg Walker 

training range. The officer was ordered 
home; the me~s<)ge clear to those staying 
behind. Carry anything other than a hand
gun and watch your career go up in smoke. 
In the meantime, guerrillas were increas
ing operations, beginning to concentrate 
their attentions on the American trainers, 
whose vulnerability and high political 
profile made them handsome targets. 

A War By Any Other Name --· 

I
t is important to understand that the war 
in El Salvador is just that. It has never 
been referred to as being anything other 

than a war, especially in light of the more 
than 70,000 Salvadoran nationals who 
have been its victims. The assessment was 
that the Salvadoran army could defeat the 
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insurgency if properly trained, led and 
equipped . This could preclude American 
ground-combat troops being needed, 
something not likely to happen given the 
decision not to commit such troops to 
Nicaragua, a far greater threat to national 
interest as far as the administration was 
concerned. 

During 1979-80 it was impossible to 
gauge the demands that would ultimately 
be made on U.S. trainers. The artificial 
ceiling imposed by the U.S. military soon 
demanded that Salvadoran units be sent to 
the United States, Honduras and Panama 
for badly needed military instruction, 
requiring greater adviser/trainer 
manpower. 

Massive and violent escalation of the 
war by the FMLN in 1982 sent govern
ment forces reeling. Determined to cut the 
eastern portion of the country off from its 
capital, guerrilla forces began determined 
assaults on army bases situated at San 
Vicente, San Francisco Gotera, San 
Miguel, Usulutan and La Union . The two 

bridges allowing commercial traffic to 
cross the Rio Limpa became primary 
targets, with guerri Ila raids successfully 
dropping bridge spans that had to be 
quickly rebuilt by government forces. 

By this time American tra iners were 
operating throughout El Salvador. After 
several months of in-country training, the 
first Immediate Reaction (IR) battalion 
was formed, the Atlacatl. Thrown into 
battle, the battalion utilized SF-honed 
combat skills to successfully engage and 
intlict defeat on the FMLN. Atlacatl ' s 
impressive demonstration soon gave birth 
to additional !Rs, such as the Arce, Atonal 
and Ramon Belloso. 

In March 1983, a Special Forces "A" 
team graduated the first Salvadoran para
troop battalion, a unit trained entirely in El 
Salvador. Following the paras came the 
first long-range reconnaissance company, 
known as the PRAL. This particular un it 
would be trained in Panama, then return to 
El Salvador to be under direct advisement 
of U.S. counterinsurgency specialists. 

B
y mid-1982, Green Berets had 
carried out 46 separate Mobile 
Training Team Missions w ith the 

Salvadoran forces. These included coun
terguerrilla operations, planning and assis
tance, small unit tactics, field medical 
training, patrolling, harbor security, air
field security, communications training, 
dam security, scuba train ing, border patrol 
training and security, arms interdiction 
surveys, advanced photography, airborne 
training, and heavy weapons employment. 
The work load increased in 1983, the war 
shifting in the government 's favor by 
1984. Before that shift, though , a major 
event would change the face of the war in 
El Salvador for the advisers serving th ere. 

The First American Victim 

Jn early June 1983, Lieutenan t 
Commander Albert Schaufelberger was 
attacked by FMLN urban guerrillas in 
downtown San Salvador. Shot several 
times in the head at close range, 
Schaufelberger became the first armed 
American adviser to die at the hands of the 
FMLN. The assassination was carried out 
by guerrillas of the Popular Liberation 
Forces, one of the five gue rril la 
organizations then under the umbrella 
command structure of the FMLN. 
Schaufelberger's assassination was called 
a "legitimate action of national self
defense" by rebel radio stations, wh ich 
broadcast the news through out Central 
America. 

Schaufelberger was a carefully selected 
target, but he was not the only target. The 
Mi!Group commander himself had 
recently shaken off two guerril la 
surveillance units. After Schaufelberger's 
death, MilGroup began using chase 
vehicles, which would deal with suspected 
urban terrorists as they were spotted. 
According to MilGroup commander John 
Waghelstein, this tact ic soon solved the 
problem. 
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Two important points need to be made 
here. The first concerns popular 
speculation that Schaufelberger somehow 
" asked for it ' . by appearing in Life 
magazine (March 1983). The article 
covered both the Army and Navy's Special 
Forces efforts in El Salvador, with 
prominent illustrations of both services' 
personnel. My research reveals for the first 
time that the FMLN was already pre
ta rget i ng U.S. Embassy/MilGroup 
personalities for assassination. Al 
Schaufelberger was simply in the wrong 
place at the right time . 

Second, the 1989 assassination of 
Colonel James "Nick" Rowe in the 
Philippines shows an interesting parallel to 
Schaufelberger's murder. Again , the 
guerrillas (New People ·s Army) had 
prepared a MilGroup "hit list.,. This time, 
though, chase cars were following those 
noted in intelligence reports to be on the 
list. For reasons not yet explained, Col. 
Rowe's chase vehicle was canceled less 
than 24 hours prior to his being attacked. 
The bottom line seems to be that the 
world 's guerrilla organizations have a far 
better record killing our MilGroup 
personnel than one would like to believe. 

" Up until that afternoon, things were 
pretty tranquil ,., recounted a former 
adviser who was in San Salvador the day 
of the killing. ' ' I was at the Sheraton when 
we got the news about Al. The embassy 
ordered everyone to stay put; they were 
calling all over the country trying to locate 
our people. Weapons were coming out of 
everywhere. I saw one captain pull an MPS 
out of his tote bag. On the other hand, at 
least two Special Forces types were totally 
unarmed and were asking for anything 
extra we had available. The 'Gs· missed a 
major opportunity to take more of us down 
that night. We were totally confused and 
centrally located. It would have been an 
easy hit. ., 

S chaufelberger's tragic death 
stunned the MilGroup community . 
The following day saw a careful 

migration of armed and wary trainers 
arriving at the heavily beefed-up embassy 
compound. With as many advisers present 
as he could safely bring into San Salvador, 
Waghelstein stated, " The guerrillas have 
changed the rules of the game. " What he 
was saying was that U.S . advisers were 
now considered viable targets by 
the FMLN. 

Why more American advisers have not 
been wounded/killed stems from an appar
ent policy decision by the FMLN. In a 
recent interview with Chief Warrant Offi
cer 4 George Weniger, a JO-year SF 
veteran who served several tours in El 
Salvador, he revealed the results of an 
interrogation where a high-level guerrilla 
commander was interviewed. 

According to the rebel officer, the 
FMLN was frightened that the Reagan/ 
Bush administrations would send in con
ventional forces, should U.S. advisers be 
further targeted . Great efforts were made 
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on the guerrillas' pan to avoid intentional 
combat with adviser elements, although 
this was an impossible task given the 
nature of the war. This policy may explain 
why an SF team was not captured by the 
FMLN at the Sheraton Hotel in San 
Salvador during the 1989 offensive. Al
though surrounded by FMLN forces, con
tact was broken off, even though an easy 
guerrilla victory could have resullt!d in at 
least a valuable hostage/POW situation . 

Adviser/trainers in El Salvador were 
originally restricted to carrying only 
handguns. Most often seen was issue .45 , 
although Browning Hi-Powers were in
country favorite . Photo: Greg Walker 

Armed patrols are common sight 
throughout El Salvador. Urban guerrillas 
often attacked targets in city centers, 
including adviser "safe houses" in San 
Salvador. Photo: Greg Walker 

"Danger Pay" 

By 1984, the war was heating up for 
American trainers in El Salvador. Their 
Leave Earning Statements (LES) reflected 
an additional $65 per month " danger 
pay, " a semantic evolution of the term 
"combat pay. " Trainers were no longer 
restricted to the old .45 auto; MPSs, UZis 
and CAR-15s were being issued by the 
embassy. ''You weren ' t supposed to carry 

the automatic weapons in the 
open, if it could be helped," 

recalled one trainer. Another had this to 
say : "The word games were incredible. 
Submachine guns and the carbine version 
of the M 16 (CAR-15) were now consid
ered defensive weapons because of barrel 
length. Full-size rifles were offensive 
weapons, and since we weren't actively 
conducting such operations with the Sal
vadorans, defensive weapons were author
ized for carry. It was all for the politicians 
and press ... our main concern was being 
able to fight back with more than just our 
dicks in our hands. " 

The adviser ' s concern was real, as in 
1984/85 the following combat actions 
took place: 

•Jn March 1984, a two-man SF commu
nication team assigned to a critical Salva
doran election point came under harassing 
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fire at the cuarte/ (army base) in Usulutan. 
This same cuartel had been earlier overrun 
by the guerrillas and was considered a 
prime target by the FMLN. In Honduras, a 
U.S. Army Ranger platoon was standing 
by with assigned aircraft support to act as 
an extraction element, should the Green 
Berets come under attack. 

' 'We were to get them, or 
their bodies," recalled 
a former Ranger who 

was there. 
• In late May 1984, a contingent of SF 

personnel monitoring elections at the cuar
tel in El Paraiso came under fire by 
guerrillas. The same cuartel was also 
earlier overrun, with heavy losses suffered 
by the army. A C-130 gunship, code
named "Bill Kirk," was scrambled from 
its base in Honduras. Using sensitive 
night-vision equipment, "Bill Kirk" ad
vised the encircled Green Berets of "hot 
spots" - suspected guerrilla positions. 

"We evacuated the radio bunker and 
manned whatever weapons were available. 
The guards were new recruits, with maybe 
two magazines per man of ammunition for 
their rifles. The embassy was preparing to 
order U .S.-piloted helicopti:rs from the 
capital (San Salvador) to extract us. That 
didn't happen, but we stayed low until the 
sun came up," recounted an operator who 
was there. 

• Outside the cuartel in San Vicente, a 
SF sergeant took command of a small 
army element which had come into contact 
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Overseeing rifle marksmanship classes in 
La Union, circa 1984. U.S. trainer carries 
MP5. Advisers would later tote M16s, M79 
grenade launchers, and Claymore mines at 
direction of Col. Joe Stringham, then 
MilGroup commander. Photo: Doun Rose 

with guerrilla forces during a training 
maneuver. " The Salvo officer was young, 
and he just froze. l knew we were going to 
catch it if something wasn ' t done." The 
Green Beret noncom successfully engaged 
the enemy in combat, and was later 
awarded a Joint Meritorious Service 
Medal for his efforts at San Vicente. 

•At the cuartel in San Miguel, an "A" 
team from Bravo Company, 3/7th Special 
Forces Group (Airborne), was awakened 
when the base came under intense ground 
attack by a major guerrilla force . Again, 
the attack was launched when many of the 
cuartel's forces were on leave. Manning 
.30-caliber Browning machine guns that 
the team 's weapons sergeants had rebuilt 
after finding them in the cuartel's armory, 
the Green Berets fought a nightlong battle 
from atop their barracks. 

"The barrels began overheating, but we 
had prepared #10 cans filled with motor oil 
to pour over them," recalled one of the 
defenders. " When those ran out, we lay on 
our sides and pissed into the cans, pouring 
urine over the barrels to keep them up. It 
stunk like hell , but it worked. " 

The next morning, MilGroup com
mander " Smokin' Joe" Stringham (who 

had replaced Waghelslein) flew out to 
inspect the battlefield. He recommended 
the team for Combat Infantry Badges after 
seeing piles of spent .30-caliber casings 
and dead guerrillas outside the team 's 
defensive position. Stringham 's recom
mendation would be derailed by Southern 
Command (SouthCom) commander, Gen
eral Paul Gorman . The team were to ld 
such an award would serve as evidence of 
American trainers engaging in combat, 
something no one wanted to address. 

•A 15-man adviser element in La Union 
found itself tasked to establish a regional 
training base for the Salvadoran military. 
Deep in "Indian Country," the trainers 
were dismayed at the lack of perimeter 
defenses and competent security forces for 
the newly ordained project. Within one 
week they were on alert, as a sizable force 
of guerrillas were reported to be preparing 
to storm the cuartel. 

" We each had an MPS, a .45 and about 
100 rounds of ammunition," noted one 
trainer. " We were in a ditch all night long, 
just waiting for the Gs to hit. One-hundred 
rounds would go through a subm achine 
gun pretty damn fast. " 

L
ater, Smokin ' Joe would declare a 
zone 25km in c ircumference 
around the base to be a " training 

area." He would order the composite team 
to arm themselves with " whatever you can 
get ahold of ... just stay alive. " W ithin 24 
hours, the trainers were wi thin arm 's reach 
of Salvadoran-supplied M 16s, M79 g re-
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Tom Schaufelberger accepts El Salvador's 
highest decoration on behalf of his slain 
brother, in a Pentagon ceremony 18 June 
1983. The award was presented by 
Salvadoran Minister of Defense Gen. Vides 
Casanova. Photo: AP/\Nide World 

nade launchers, hand grenades and M60 
machine guns. The SEAL platoon located 
several miles away on the Salvadoran 
coast sent claymore antipersonnel mines 
and small-arms munitions. ' ' 0 ur primary concern was to 

be able to fight from inside 
the quartel, if attacked, " 

said one of the original trainers. " But we 
had our people out in the bush conducting 
training both day and night. We went on 
limited patrols, one during which a sus
pected guerrilla was captured spying on 
the base from a tree. During one battalion
size training operation the Salvadorans 
changed their minds after leaving the 
cuarteL deciding to turn it into a combat op 
where the town of Conchagua, which was 
a confirmed guerrilla R& R center, was 
encircled and searched. We had trainers in 
the field for over 24 hours. All we could do 
was tell them to go with the flow. " 

•In 1985, the regional training center at 
La Union would be attacked by combined 
FMLN units whose numbers reportedly 
totaled nearly 1.000 guerrillas. The cuartel 
was partially overrun, with at least five 
U.S. trainers caught on the premises. 
Fortunately, none were killed or wounded 
and the story was downplayed by the 
embassy. 

Purple Heart But No CIB? 

How extensive has the combat been for 
U.S. military advisers? At least three 
Purple Hearts are known to have been 
awarded to SF personnel. The first went to 
Staff Sergeant Jay Stanley, the second to 
SSgt. George Reyes. One was 
posthumously awarded to SSgt. Gregory 
Fronius, killed during a mortar attack on 
the cuartel where he was assigned . 

A number of carefully worded citations 
have been issued, many of these stating 
"While under great terrorist threat ... ,. 
- again, the semantics of the war in El 
Salvador were at their best. 

" We were in a combat zone where over 
70.000 lives have been lost, .. laughed an 
SF veteran of Central America. " We drew 
combat pay, we carried weapons, we were 
in the field and we were caught up in shit 
happening where, in at least two cases, our 
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people died . we ·ve lost more U.S. 
personnel since 1985-86. Take for instance 
the chopper crew executed by the 
guerrillas when their bird was sliot down . 
Who ' s kidding who about El Salvador?" 

Why the excessive concern on the part 
of the State Department and Pentagon not 
to acknowledge this war as such for U.S. 
military personnel? 

Some members of the "Double Nickle" 
fraternity are disdainful of official 
recognition for their actions while serving 
in El Salvador. "If you ' re in SF, it's part of 
the package," offered a senior retired 
noncom . " We ' re supposed to be silent 
professionals. Sometimes you get credit 
for shit , sometimes you don ' t. I don't think 
getting a CIB or combat patch out of that 
situation should be too high on one's 
priority list. " 

Many disagree. Both active-duty and 
former Salvadoran veterans believe such a 
philosophy belongs primarily to those who 
earned their combat decorations in earlier 
conflicts and can therefore afford to 
disregard what took place in El Salvador. 
They point out the broad interpretation of 
the army regulation covering awarding of 
the Combat Infantryman's Badge during 
the Vietnam War. Operations Just Cause 
and Urgent Fury bring up other 
observations. 

"I ' d just come in off a patrol and was 

Lt. Cmdr. Albert A. Schaufelberger, at El 
Salvador's La Union naval training base, 
five days before he was assassinated by 
FMLN guerrillas. Photo: AP/\Nide World 

having a beer when news of the invasion of 
Grenada got to us. Three days later, we 
heard the Rangers were all getting their 
CTBs. Now, the Rangers earned i1 and I've 
got no bitch about that. But they gave over 
8,000 awards and decorations away for 
Urgent Fury. By the time Grenada went 
down, many of us had been humping El 
Salvador for months. We thought, 'What's 
the big deal ... ?· , . commented one Double 
Nickel veteran . 

Many advisers/trainers who served with 
U.S. MilGroup see the problem as one of 
recognition. Unless they are veterans of 
Vietnam, Grenada, Panama or the Gulf 
War, they are unable to join the most 
popular veterans' organization , the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW). 
Although they are . eligible for the Joint 
Meritorious Service Ribbon (JSMR), this 
award is not classified by the Defense 

Department as a campaign medal. Indeed, 
in response to a letter sent to VFW 
Executive Director Larry Rivers , his 
adjutant general replied the VFW had no 
control over authorization of campaign 
medals. 

It's Gotta Be Official 

"Additionally," offered VFW 
Adjutant General Howard Vander Clute, 
"it is necessary that entitlement to one of 
the recognized campaign medals be shown 
on an applicant ' s military separation 
documents.'' Vander Clute apparently 
overlooked the fact that the JSMR 
mentioned was awarded only in 1986. It 
wouldn't appear on any entitled service 
member's DD214 who left the service 
prior to that date. Retroactively, the award 
can be annotated in the service member's 
official 201 file with proper 
documentation provided. As Rivers was 
asked if the VFW would investigate the 
possibility of having this particular JSMR 
authorized by the Defense Department as a 
campaign medal, Mr. Vander Clute ' s 
response was seen as evasive to the 
original request submitted. 

On 5 March 1990, President Bush was 
sent a letter in which his support to 
acknowledge a campaign medal for El 
Salvador was requested . A portion of this 
letter reads as follows: " We drew danger 
pay, we fought at several locations, we 
died at others. We ask only to be 
recognized as so many others have been 
and are today." To date, the president's 
office has not elected to respond to 
this plea. 

F
inally, on Memorial Day 1991, yet 
another letter was sent to General 
Colin Powell, Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff. In it, Gen. Powell was 
asked to review the efforts of those who 
served honorably in El Salvador. The only 
thing asked for was that an official 
campaign medal be authorized by the 
Defense Department. To date, there has 
been no response. 

The war in El Salvador is just that, a 
war. The introduction of American spe
cial-warfare experts accomplished exactly 
what was hoped for. Because of their 
professionalism, dedication, ability and 
skills, U.S. conventional forces were never 
required to prevent "another Nicaragua." 
Official recognition of these efforts and 
accomplishments is due. 

Iran/Contra is no longer the issue; party 
politics and State Department concerns 
carry less weight today than they might 
have 10 years ago. Former MilGroup 
commander Col. John Waghelstein said 
this of the politics involved : 

"You have to remember there was a lot 
of eye-winking going on between the 
Congress, the State Department and the 
Oval Office during that period . Everyone 
knew what was really going on, but no one 
wanted to just come right out and say it.'' 

Continued on page 74 
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N ews broadcasts worldwide have 
been full of the story: A tiny group 
of Croat ian patriots fighting 

bravely against a well-equipped Yugoslav 
army; the beautiful walled city of Dub
rovnik under attack by steely-eyed Serbs. 
Like the Spanish Civil War, this is the stuff 
warriors' dreams are made of, and foreign 
volunteers from around the globe are 
rallying to the Croatian cause. 

Young Brits interviewed recently in 
London's Daily Telegraph described their 
reasons for being in Yugoslavia. 

"I saw some stuff on the news about 
how Croatia is fighting for freedom, so I 
thought I'd come down and see what I 
could do to help," explained a 17-year-old 
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DOGS OF WAR? 

Londoner who dropped out of school to 
join the Croatian national guard. His 
companion, a former British soldier, said 
he joined the guard after seeing footage 
of Serbian guerrillas firing mortars at 
churches. 

International Brigade soldiers go to war 
with little training . The teenager men
tioned above received one week of train
ing with a Kalashnikov before he was 
thrown into action. 

Hotly-denied rumors that the Croatian 
Defense Association is paying foreign 
mercenaries up to $18,000 per month 
sound too good to be true to us. And 
we've learned - through painful experi
ence - that when something sounds too 

Photo : AP/B irbaumer 

good to be true, it invariably is. 
Some of the international press cla ims 

any foreigner fighting in Yugoslavia is a 
mercenary. According to our definition, a 
mercenary gets paid for his services, and 
as far as we know, there is no money 
involved here. 

Not every volunteer who fought in the 
Spanish Civil War was an idealist, nor is 
every foreign soldier in Yugoslavia. But 
we believe that most of these so-called 
"dogs of war" are just people who want to 
heip others fight for a cause that sounds 
right to them. 

-SOFStaff 
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ZONE 

The 
Conflict Continues 

SOF's front-line coverage of the war in 
the Balkans (see "Crack-up in Croatia," 
by Mike Williams (Nov. '91) and "Yanks 
in Yugoslavia," by Jim Wallace (Jan. '92) 
continues with this report by Bob Jordan, 
who linked up with a Croatian militia unit 
to bring you a story the rest of 
the press missed. Since this 
was written, the situation has 
deteriorated and the area 
SOF's team operated in is 
now under control of Yugo
slav forces. 

by Bob Jordan 

former U.S. Navy SEAL Fred Turner, 
dropping his AK-47 at Fred's feet. More 
bursts of gunfire struck around us, and an 
army trooper fired at Fred from a window 
40 yards away, probably hoping to loot the 
fancy vest from his body. Missing his first 

* National capital 

~ RepubHc cap~al 

B
ullets were cracking 
overhead, others rico
cheted howling and 

screaming from brick walls, 
as Yugoslavian army soldiers 
depressed their muzzles to 
get us before we ducked 
behind a low wall. Our Ba
nana Republic photojournal- ~ Combat zones 

ist vests and red press badges 
seemed to be drawing fire, 
instead of granting us the 
neutrality so many journalists 
take as a God-given right. 

-- Serbian armored 
offensives 

.J... Naval blockades 

God seemed to be neither on our right, nor 
on our left, that morning in the embattled 
city of Petrinja. 

A couple of grenades bounced along the 
concrete before exploding on the other 
side of our wall. A Croat militiaman 
escorting us took a hit and fell against 
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shot, he didn't get a second. A Croat raised 
his rifle and placed a round to the head of 
the attacker, then joined our other escorts 
in suppressing enemy fire while we with
drew to friendly Croatian lines. Hand 
grenades, rifle grenades and small-arms 
fire followed us down the block, but none 

came as close as the first volley and we 
were soon in relative safety. 

Back at militia headquarters, we shared 
fresh bread, pate, and 11-year-old Cab
ernet Sauvignon with members of the 
patrol who had taken us for a look at 

Yugoslavian federal army posi
tions in the middle of Petrinja. 
We actually got closer than 
Bob Brown, Soldier of Fortune 
editor/publisher, had asked us 
to a week before as he gave us 
the assignment to cover Eu
rope's new war zone. "Get 
close," he had said, "but don't 
get killed." 

His instructions suited Fred 
and me, along with Jim Wal
lace, the third member of 
SOF's Croatia team, and we 
had certainly tried to comply. 
Nearly all of our previous mili
tary experience had been in 
bush or jungle, however, and 
this creeping around in back
yards, alleys and city streets 
was a new thing. When an 
advance patrol (or maybe an 

observation post) of the federals opened up 
from only a few buildings away, it had 
been a bit of a surprise. Good thiRg they 
are mostly ill-trained reservists. They 
probably didn't even have their rifles 
zeroed. 

The present fighting, virtually a full-
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Turner in front of Croatian APC in Petrinja. 
Vehicle consists of steel plate, welded over 
flatbed cargo truck by Croatian 
metalsmiths. Photo: Jim Wallace 

scale civil war, is a result of centuries of 
ethnic and religious differences coupled 
with the last spasms of a communist 
regime. Yugoslavia, cobbled together after 
World War I, is disintegrating into several 
smaller states based largely on ethnic 
homogeneity. Those states until recently 
were provinces of Yugoslavia, but now are 
bent on controlling their own futures . One 
of them, Slovenia, is virtually independ
ent. Croatia is fighting now, Macedonia 
has voted in favor of independence, and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina is moving in the 
same direction. The remnants of the 
communist government are concentrated 
in Serbia and fighting to maintain control 
of people who want self-determination . 

L
ightly armed Croatian nationalists 
are battling what used to be the 
Yugoslavian armed forces , who 

are well-equipped with tanks, artillery and 
a modern air force. Serbians living in 
Croatia have also taken up arms against 
Croatian independence, fearful for their 
own futures, and now form an auxiliary 
force to the federal army. 

Adding another dimension to the strife 
is the fact that Yugoslav army, air force 
and navy ranks are filled mostly with 
Serbs. At present these remain under 
control of hard-line generals who have 
proclaimed that they, not any political 
leadership, are in control of the country . 
Still another factor exacerbating the con
flict is religion - Croats are nearly all 
Roman Catholic, while Serbs belong to the 
Eastern Orthodox Church. They all regard 
each other as non-believers. 

Atmosphere Like The Alamo 

Croatian forces number about 100,000 
men and women, some with a rudimentary 
knowledge of military matters acquired 
while serving one-year terms as conscripts 
in the federal army. Many more have taken 
up the fight with no previous experience, 
motivated by a desire for freedom and fear 
of Serbian domination. They have no 
aircraft , no sh ips and only a few tanks. 
infantry-fighting vehicles and cannons 
recently taken from captured federal 
garrisons. They are still trying to find tank 
crews and artillerymen to operate their 
new acquisitions. 
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While Fred, Jim and I were there, some 
60 army bases within Croatian territory 
surrendered, yielding thousands of AKs, 
tons of ammunition, antitank rocket 
launchers, SA-7 (Strei la) antiaircraft 
missiles and other badly needed supplies. 
Even with all their new weapons, many 
Croatian militiamen are still fighting with 
shotguns and hunting rifles, bullets stuffed 
into pockets because there is such a 
shortage of ammo pouches and other 
web gear. 

Civilian cars and trucks provide Croats 
most transportation. They live in 
makeshift barracks, which were recently 
factory workers ' quarters. Their determi
nation is fierce , the atmosphere much like 
that of the Alamo massively 
outnumbered and outgunned, they will 
fight on until relief arrives or they are 
destroyed. Croats perceive themselves to 
be fighting for their homes, their culture 
and ancestry, and they are resolute. 

What relief could they expect? Some 
members of the European economic 
community, notably Germany and Italy, 
are already agitating for diplomatic 
recognition of an independent Croatia. The 
United Nations Security Council has 
called for an arms embargo against 
Yugoslavia. The United States, which sent 
its army to Kuwait ostensibly to repel an 
invasion by Iraq, has not even bothered to 
denounce the invasion of Croatia by what 
amounts to the Serbian army, or to protest 
bombings of civilians by Serbian
piloted MiGs. 

Relief could come in the form of 
uprisings in other provinces still under 
Serbian control, which would stretch fed
eral forces beyond their capabilities, but 
spread the flames of war even further. Or it 
could come with the collapse of the 
communist government, already torn by 
internal economic problems. Ultimately 
though, Croats are not counting on any 
external resolution and are prepared to 
achieve independence by themselves. 

Battle For Petrinja 

Petrinja is a city less than an hour's 
drive from Croatia's capital, Zagreb. 
Strategically situated on the Sava River, it 
also borders a region of Croatia that is 
home to a large Serbian population and is 
near federal army and air force bases in 
neighboring Bosnia-Herzegovina. Before 
the war, it was home to some 45,000 
people, of whom 60% were Croats and 
40% Serbs. Now it is deserted, except for 
federal-army tanks and troops. 

For nearly two weeks, a few hundred 
Croatian national guardsmen equipped 
with small arms and a few RPG-7s fought 
against T-55s, T-72s, air attacks and more 
than 1,000 federal troops and Serbian 
irregulars. The guardsmen had lost ground 
bit by bit - outflanked by armored 
attacks; bombed, rocketed and strafed by 
MiGs, blasted by artillery barrages; their 
thin lines penetrated by army patrols . By 
the time we got there, Croats held only a 

few-dozen city blocks, including the only 
bridge in the area over which tanks could 
cross to threaten Zagreb. 

Wanting to get as close as possible to 
the federal positions, we made a deal with 
the Croat commander. What a deal. If he 
would give us a briefing and supply an 
escort to the front (about one mile away), 
we would teach his men how to improve 
their defenses by making and deploying 
platter charges, guaranteed to punch a hole 
in the bottom or top hulls of attacking 
tanks. Off we went, only to come under 
fire as described above, followed by a 
withdrawal to headquarters. 

After the bread and Cabernet - war is 
hell - it was time to complete our end of 
the deal. In our absence, the commander 
had assembled a sizable quantity of plastic 
explosive, a score of mild steel plates 
about 3/8-inch thick, detonators and tape; 
so we went to work. By lecture and 
demonstration, Jim Wallace taught a class 
of about 30 guardsmen how to make 
platter charges, and then I dealt wi th 
tactical employment of the completed 
article. 

S
ince nothing consolidates a lesson 
better than doing, we next super
vised the class while they made 

their own charges, and look a few of them 
back to their forward positions for installa
tion in likely avenues of armored ap
proach. By now, having had a rather full 
day, we bade our hosts good evening and 
returned to our quarters in a small town 
about five miles away . 

Explosions sounded sporadically a ll 
through the night as federal guns shelled 
Croat positions in Petrinja . Shortly after 
dawn, air raid sirens wailed as the first of 
the day ' s MiGs appeared to add their 
firepower lo the artillery. We manned a 
makeshift AA lower a few miles from the 
impact area, hoping to gel some good shots 

Croat guerrilla leader with MGV 176 .22-
caliber silenced submachine gun. This 
weapon, a copy of American 180 and 
manufactured in Czechoslovakia, was very 
quiet. Photo: Jim Wallace 
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Yugoslav air force MiG-21 was shot down 
by Croatian militiamen near Petrinja, a 
crossroads town in Croatia now under 
Serbian control. Photo: Bob Jordan 

(with cameras, of course). Nothing came 
close enough, though. We could see 
attacking jets firing rockets and 23mm 
cannons at the very place where we had 
conducted lessons and drank wine the day 
before, but we could only watch . 

Shooting Down A MiG-21 

A bit later, a single MiG-21 came back 
for more, and we once again climbed up to 
our platform. This pilot seemed 
determined to take out the Croats guarding 
the bridge, as he brought the plane around 
time after time . He also seemed rather 
inexperienced, never varying his attack 
pattern , apparently unaware of the ground 
fire directed at him from every Croat 
militiaman in range . The pilot discovered 
he wasn't on a gunnery range when a 
large-caliber round hit him as he dove at 
the bridge. 

Instantly crippled, and only a few
hundred feet off the ground, the pilot 
should have ejected immediately. He 
didn't. Instead, he tried to bring the MiG 
down in a huge field between Croat and 
Serbian positions. He might have made it 
with another 10 feet of altitude, but his 
wing clipped a tree at the edge of the field , 
and that was it. Out of control , he nosed 
down and the MiG became a plow. Only 
for a little bit, though, because then it 
broke into many, many pieces. 

I don ' t know if the pilot tried to bang out 
at the last second, or if he was thrown out 
when his cockpit disintegrated, but when 
we arrived al the wreckage with a strong 
patrol, Captain Vlad was dead in a ditch 
nearby . (MiG-21s have one of the best 
ejection seats in the world. It's a zero-zero 

Author prior to patrol near Petrinja , in 
south-central Croatia. Urban operations 
were a new experience for Jordan, a 
veteran of jungle wars in Africa and Asia. 
Hunting rifle is typical of weapons used for 
countersniper operations. Photo: Jim 
Wallace 
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Frank Turner, a former U.S . Navy SEAL, 
inspects ejection seat from MiG-21 downed 
by Croats outside Petrinja. Turner carries 
M70 assault rifle . Yugo version of AKM 
made by Zastava. Photo: Jim Wallace 

Pilot of MiG, a senior captain in the 
Yugoslav air force, didn 't survive low
altitude ejection . Photo: Bob Jordan 

seat - you can successfully eject on the 
ground with no speed - and it should 
have allowed the pilot to escape the crash.) 
Some of his parachute was out - more of 
it wasn ' t. 

Part of the seat was still strapped to the 
pilot ' s back while part of it lay about 50 
yards away, and a boot stood by itself 50 
yards further. The captain appeared to be 
in his mid-30s. He had no visible injuries, 
but was leaking a good deal of blood from 
an ear. Even though he had just attempted 
to kill the same Croats who now stood over 
his body, they expressed considerable 

Continued on page 75 
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Often it seemed 
Miss Manners 
must be the chief 
supply officer. 
How else to 
explain the 
shipment of 
5,000 plastic 
spitoons? Or the 
800,000 tubes of 
toothpaste? Or 
the gigantic ship
ment of foot 
deodorant? 

covered the war in Nicaragua for 
six years, and a lot of the time I 
couldn't tell the good news from 
the bad news. In fact, a lot of the 
time I wondered if the whole 
experience wasn't some kind of 
leftover hallucination from the 
days before we Just Said No. 

It wasn't the kind of war 
where beribboned officers stood 
in front of flip-chart maps, ges

turing with their pointers. In fact , finding 
out what was actually happening on the 
battlefield was nearly impossible, not just 
because both sides lied so promiscuously, 
but because neither high command really 
knew what was happening out there . With 
only a few exceptions, it was not a war of 
sweeping offensives and grandiose coun
terattacks, but a confusing melange of 
dirty little ambushes that might not be 
reported to headquarters for weeks, if ever. 
But what the war lacked in military 
majesty, it more than made up for in 
bizarre sideshows. There were addled 
armchair mercenaries and Mad magazine 
spies. There were sultry Mata Haris who 
stole secrets and sometimes sent men to 
their deaths. There were befuddled old 
Indiana farmers who found themselves 
managing secret CIA armies. There were 
intrepid millionaires with fruitcake dreams 
of empire. 
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Antiquated C-47s provided most of aerial 
resupply capability for contras. 
Photo: Jim Graves 

7h-~1~~ 
AZ'~P~ 

Walter Calderon - Comandante Toiio 
to his men - was desperate. After a 
three-month patrol inside Nicaragua, his 
troops were down to a few bullets apiece. 
The 1,000 new recruits he was taking back 
to Honduras didn't have any weapons at 
all . Toiio 's patrol was still three days from 
the safety of the Honduran border, but 
there were Sandinista units surrounding 
him on three sides. If they should run into 
Toiio's men, it would be a massacre. For 
three days he had been calling headquar
ters, asking for an airdrop of weapons and 
ammo, but nothing had come. Toiio had 
been making war on the Sandinistas for 
eight years - first as a lieutenant in the 
Nicaraguan national guard, then as a 
contra commander - but never had he felt 
so helpless. 

On the afternoon of the third day, they 
finally heard the monotonous drone of the 
supply aircraft. Toiio barked a confirma
tion code into his radio to let the pilot 
know he had reached the drop zone, and 
then turned to his officers. 

"We have to get the guns out of the 
crates quickly, and then get out of here," 
Toiio warned them. " If the Sandinistas see 
the plane dropping parachutes, they ' ll be 
after us right away." 

The men watched nervously as par
achutes popped out of the plane ' s side 
door, like camouflage mushrooms after a 
rain . While the chutes drifted lazily down, 
the men crouched at the edge of a clearing 
that now seemed preternaturally quiet . 
Everyone strained their ears for the sounds 
of boots advancing through the jungle that 
would signal the Sandinistas were on 
their way. 

Finally the first wooden crate hit the 
ground . Toiio sprinted into the clearing 
and frantically pried at the top with his 
knife. Finally he jerked it open and 
plunged his hands into the - dinner 
plates. Dinner plates! Hundreds of metal 
dinner plates, enough for the biggest 
dinner party in the history of Nicaragua. 
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May be when the 
Sandinistas get here, 
Toiio mused, I'm sup
posed to invite them to 
dinner and reason 
with them . 

1Nt.u~ 

~'b.~ 
Every contra I 

ever met knows at 
least one comical 
supply story. Com
ical, that is, unless 
you ' re hearing it in 

the middle of the jungle, surrounded by 
Sandinista troops. Maybe it ' s because the 
contras reversed the ordinary army ratio of 
eight to 10 support personnel for every 
combatant. And maybe it ' s because their 
aerial supply operation was run for a time 
by Richard Secord , a man with a reputa
tion for unconventional use of 
air power. In the 1960s, when 
he was running the logistical 
side of the secret U.S. war in 
Laos, Secord once bombed 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail with 
Calgonite dishwater deter
gent. To make it slippery, 
he said. 

Whatever the reason , 
contra soldiers began to 
view supply drops as the 
most exciting part of their 
existence. You just never 
knew what might be in 
there. Often it seemed 
that Miss Manners must be the chief 
supply officer. How else to explain 
the shipment of 5,000 plastic spi
toons? Or the 800,000 tubes of tooth
paste? Or the gigantic shipment of foot 
deodorant? 

ancient C-47 cargo plane wheezed into 
view. The old C-47s were not only slow, 
but their archaic side-door cargo hatches 
were so inefficient that it usually took 
them three passes, fl ying no more than 
500 feet above ground, to drop their entire 
load. The contras on the ground settled 
back for a tedious operation - then they 
saw, hovering several thousand feet above 
the supply aircraft, two Soviet-made An-2 
biplanes. 

The Sandinistas, so high above the C-47 
that its pilot couldn't see them , were 
coming in for the kill. The contra com
mander started to get on the radio to alert 
the pilot of the C-47, but another officer 

Contra commander Eden Pastora (facing 
camera), also known as Comandante Zero, 
believed he had converted female 
Sandinista spy with super-advanced love
making techniques. He was wrong . 
Photo: SOF files 

The most peculiar supply snafus 
occurred on the war's southern front, 
where former Sandinista war hero Eden 
Pastora - the famous Comandante Zero 
- had turned against his old friends. One 

of the Pastora ' s units got a much-needed .. l~~~~.-~."'lllllllr""'~·,...· 
shipment of boots - but only left boots. 
Another group, waiting for bullets, re
ceived 15 cases of suppositories. 

Nothing, however, topped the time a 
unit deep inside Nicaragua opened supply 
crates dropped from a CIA plane and 
found tens of thousands of sanitary nap
kins - "many more sanitary napkins than 
the female comrades needed," one of 
Pastora ' s men noted dryly. The sanitary 
napkin airdrop was so bizarre that several 
commanders concluded the CIA was offer
ing a commentary on their masculinity and 
courage. But, a CIA officer told me, it was 
just a singularly impressive screw-up: 
"We're not that subtle. " 

~tJ/7k~ 
Contra patrols on the ground weren ' t 

always the butt of the joke. In 1984, a 
contra unit in Matagalpa province called in 
for a supply drop . A couple of days later an 

Contra logistics left a great deal to be 
desired . Because of terrain they needed 
new boots every three months, and 
Pastora's group once received a resupply 
drop of boots, all for left feet. 
Photo : SOFfiles 

stopped him. "If you say anything," the 
officer warned, "our plane will leave and 
we won ' t get the supplies. " 

The commander called the C-47 pilot. 
"Listen, primo, we ' re in kind of a hurry 
down here," he said . " Maybe you could 
step on it. '' 

"Why, is there a problem? " the 
pilot asked . 

"No, no, we ' re just anxious to get back 
to the war, " the ground commander lied. 

The C-4 7 finished its first pass and 
came around for a second. "Really, we'd 
like to get out of here," the ground 
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It wasn 't the kind of war where beribboned 
officers stood in front of flip-chart maps, 
gesturing with their pointers. Contras used 
whatever weapons they could get in a 
confusing melange of dirty little ambushes 
that might not be reported to headquarters 
for weeks , if ever. Photo:SOFfiles 

commander urged over the radio. 
"Keep your shirt on, the war isn't going 

anywhere," the pilot snapped. 
Finally he made a third pass, and the 

final parachutes popped out of the hatch. 
"Okay, see you later," the pilot radioed, 
and tilted the C-47 upwards for the 
first time. 

A moment later, the radio crackled to 
life again. " Son of a beeeeeech!" The 
pilot kept saying it over and over as he 
dipsy-doodled his way across the horizon, 
trying to get away from the Sandinista 
planes. The contras on the ground calcu
lated it took 192 son-of-a-bitches to get 
back to the safety of Honduran air space. 

~SeittUi 
The most vicious hand-to-hand combat 

of the war took place in a sprawling 
ranch-style house about a mile from the 
airport in Tegucigalpa, the Honduran capi
tal. The house was headquarters for the 
contra press operation, and it was there 
reporters had to seek permission to visit 
one of the base camps, or to go out with a 
patrol. 

During the fi rst four or five years of the 
war, a reporter who learned the location of 
a contra camp could simply rent a car and 
drive there himself. The process was not 
without risks - Dial Torgerson of the Los 
Ange/es Times and freelance photogra
pher Richard Cross were killed on their 
way to one of the camps when their car 
struck a Sandinista land mine intended for 
a contra supply truck - but no one tried to 
stop you. 

Honduran authorities - who always 
denied that contras were in their territory 
- got tired of bei ng shown up in the 
American press every day, and put up 
roadblocks on the few roads leading down 
to the border area. That made it nearly 
impossible to get in, although a few people 
managed. 
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In 1986, Newsweek 
photographer Bill Gen
tile , his hair slicked 
back with a quart of 
Brylcreem and a huge 
pair of silver-lensed 
sunglasses wrapped 
around his face, told 
the border guards, 
''Soy de /a Compania 
- 'I'm from 'The 
Company.' " They 
waved him through. 
In 1987, a jeepload 
of us got past the 

checkpoint by insisting we were 
going to visit a colony of gringo mission
aries on the border. The Honduran com
mander let us pass, but he insisted we carry 
one of his men as an escort. 

Our Honduran sold ier was only 16, and 
utterly thrilled to be in the company of a 
bunch of American journalists who per
sonally knew Madonna, a false impression 
that we gave him quite advertently. He 
chattered away, peppering us with ques
tions about the seamy New York disco 
scene, until we passed a blue pickup truck 
full of armed men . " Look," the soldier 
observed conversationally," ... contras." 

The reporter at the wheel slammed on 
the brakes and we all grabbed our note
books and headed for the truck. Suddenly 
aware he had been had, the soldier shouted 
a fabulous oath in perfect American
accented English and sprinted ahead of us. 
By the time we got there, the armed men 
were insisting that they were Honduran 
soldiers too, and no amount of pleading or 
cajoling could change their minds. We 
finally gave up and got back in our jeep. 

Our soldier apologized, "I thought they 
were contras because that ' s a contra truck 
they're riding in," he explained. 

We pointed out that the men were 
carrying Soviet-made AK-47 assault rifles, 
which the contras used and the Honduran 
army didn't. 

"Yes," our soldier agreed, "they bor
rowed those guns from the contras." 

And the men had been wearing surplus 
U.S. Army uniforms, some with the insig
nia intact, rather than Honduran army 
fatigues, we said . 

" Yes," our soldier con
curred, " our men often bor
row uniform s from the con
tras. " 

And the men had beards 
and mustaches, which are 
forbidden in the Honduran 
army, we noted . 

' 'Yes,'' our soldier 
agreed, "we learned that 
fashion from the contras." 

Tom Gjelten of Na
tional Public Radio stared 
at the soldier for a mo
ment. "So," Gjelten said 
with a sigh, " that was a 
contra truck, and those 
were contra guns, uni-

forms and beards - but the men were 
Hondurans? " 

" Si, Si," the soldier gurgled, ecstatic 
that we had finally comprehended. We 
turned around and headed back to the 
roadblock, and no matter how much the 
young soldier begged, we wouldn't tell 
him another single secret fact about Ma
donna ' s sex life . 

~'144t At 71.e ~ 
Once the border was closed, the only 

way to see contra troops was to get 
permission from the rebel press office, an 
operation that hummed along just as 
smoothly as the D.C. traffic-ticket office 
on a Friday afternoon. Every application 
for a trip had to clear half-a-dozen hurdles: 
The Honduran army could veto it, or the 
U.S. Embassy, or contra military chief 
Enrique Bermudez, or the local com
mander at the base the reporter wanted to 
visit. And of course the contra press 
bureaucracy had to approve, too. 

It was run by Adela lcaza, a former 
caterer who got the press job because she 
cooked a fabulous dinner for a summit 
conference of contra commanders and CIA 
officials. Everyone loved Adela, but her 
skills as a press secretary can be judged by 
the fact that she got an unlisted phone 
number, because reporters were always 
calling her at home with questions about 
battles and stuff. Once, during a time the 
Honduran army had ordered no v isits at all 
to the base camps, Adela let a French 
photographer go in anyway because he 
spoke Spanish with such a cute accent. 

A reporter who was waiting for permis
sion to make a trip with the contras would 
hole up at the Hotel Honduras Maya on a 
hilltop overlooking Tegucigalpa, and wait. 
The Maya, awash in conspiracy, always 
reminded me of Humphrey Bogart's bar in 
"Casablanca." It was like a giant anthill 
of diplomats, spooks, soldiers, mercenar
ies and out-and-out nut cases. Every 
afternoon hordes of hookers materialized 

Contras received weird airdrops of dinner 
plates, sanitary napkins and , instead of 
bullets, 15 cases of suppositories. Here 
contras retrieve chutes that they later 
transported back to base camp by dugout. 
Photo: SOF files 
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from the dying beams of sunlight and 
haunted the front entrance. Reporters 
bounced like pinballs between the bar, the 
coffee shop, the lobby and the telex room, 
interviewing, eavesdropping and keeping 
an eye on their competitors. 

The contras themselves always insisted 
that a reporter who was trying to go in with 
them not tell a soul. "Otherwise, all the 
other reporters will know we're planning a 
trip, and they ' II all be over here asking to 
go, and then we'll just have to cancel the 
trip and you ' ll never get to go and your 
editors will probably be mad," Adela 
explained to me cheerily one day. 

Nevertheless, you could always tell who 
was waiting for a trip. You could find them 
every morning in the Maya coffee shop, 
slumped against a wall, saucer-eyed and 
mildly psychotic from drinking coffee for 
five hours since getting up for a 4 a.m. 
summons from the contras that never 
materialized. 

At night they slouched at the end of the 
Maya bar, mumbling profoundly obscene 
threats against Adela and Bosco Matamo
ros, the oily former Somoza diplomat who 
was head of the U.S. press office. They 
started out each day wired from anticipa
tion and caffeine poisoning, and ended 
every evening morose and suicidal from 
having to call their editors again. (Since 
the contras always insisted the word could 
come at any moment, you were never 
supposed to leave the hotel; which meant 
you couldn ' t work on any other stories, 
which meant you were running up thou
sands of dollars in expenses with nothing 
to show for it. It was a situation calculated 
to make editors homicidal.) 

The vigil ended in one of two ways. 
Sometimes the reporter would vanish 
without a trace; no one would have seen 
him go, no hotel clerk would remember 
having checked him out. Thal meant the 4 
a.m. summons had finally arrived, and the 
reporter would resurface in a few days 
or weeks. 
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Or, one 
morning, the 
reporter would 
announce he 
was driving lo 
the town of Dan Ii 
to do a feature 
story on the cigar 
factory there. The 
man who owned the 
cigar factory loved 
American reporters, 
would always drop 
whatever he was doing 
to show them around, 
and - since he had 
given several thousand 
interviews since the start 
of the war - could de-
1 i ver perfect quotes 
on cue. 

The cigar factory was 
a story that could always 
be done in one day, and 
that way, when the re
porter called his editor to 
say he was giving up on 
the contra visit after three 
weeks and $10,000 in 
expenses, he could make a peace offering 
of the cigar factory feature. The cigar 
factory was the reporter's white flag of 
surrender, and it was hoisted 
many times. 

g'od~. 
~-Sf-<f{e 

The first thing intelligence officials 
always tell you is that spying is nothing 
like James Bond - no glamour, no sexy 
babes; just a lot of hard, tedious work. But 
the · Sandinistas seemed to have been 
working from a different manual. In 
Nicaragua ' s civil war, "pillow talk" ac
quired a new and sinister meaning. 

The first time Sandinistas linked sex 
and spying was when they were still 
guerrillas fighting Somoza's regime. A 
Sandinista agent named Nora Astorga 
lured one of Somoza's generals to her 
bedroom, where he was tortured and 
killed. Astorga - who subsequently was 
at some pains to make it clear the general 
was snuffed before sleeping with her 
-was later made Sandinista ambassador 
to the U.N. as a reward. 

I don ' t know if anti-Sandinista politics 
are linked to some kind of hormonal 
imbalance, but the contras, time and again, 
fell victim to the same ploy. Just a few 
months after the Sandinista victory in 
1979, one of Somoza' s top military offi
cers - Pablo Emilio Salazar, known as 
Comandante Bravo - was in Central 
America with several companions trying 

I don't know if anti-Sandinista 
politics are linked to some kind of 
hormonal imbalance, but the 
contras, time and again, fell victim 
to the same ploy. 

It was 192 son-of-a-bitches back to the 
safety of Honduran air space. 

to organize remnants of the Somoza 
national guard into a force that could 
challenge the Sandinistas. The other men 
didn ' t want to go to Honduras, they didn't 
think it was safe, but Bravo insisted. He 
wanted to see an old girlfriend from 
Managua who had promised to meet him 
there. Her name was Miryam Baltodano, 
and she was quite beautiful - a very 
successful cosmetics saleswoman in pre
revolutionary Nicaragua. 

Whal Bravo didn ' t know was that after 
he fled Nicaragua al the end of the war, 
Miryam had taken up wi th his archenemy, 
Eden Pastora, then still a Sandinista war 
hero and several years away from turning 
against the revolution. One night as 
Miryam slept, Pastora prowled her house 
- and, tucked away at the back of an 
overstuffed closet, found a national guard 
uniform with Bravo' s name on it. The next 
day, whether through coercion or persua
sion, Miryam went to work for the 
Sandinistas. 

So Bravo flew to Honduras, checked 
into the Hotel lstrnania and disappeared 
with a woman. They found him three days 
later in an empty house a few miles away, 
his body covered w ith cigarette bums, his 
genitals missing and most of the skin of his 
face peeled away. 

Pastora's role in the operation against 
Bravo makes it all the more amazing that, 
later, he would be such a sap. In 1982, after 
Pastora began military operations against 
the Sandinistas, a young woman who 
called herself Nancy showed up at his 

Continued on page 77 
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PHOTOS THE PENTA 
WANT YOU TO SEE 

An apocryphal story that made the 
rounds during World War 11 con
cerned the (choose one): gov

ernment inspector/quality control man/ 
purchasing agent who would take a sample 
of armor material to the people who made 
ammunition; they would shoot holes in it, 
and he'd take it back to the armor people 
and say "We've got to improve this 
armor." 

They would supposedly improve the 
armor, and he'd take it back to the ammo 
people, who now couldn't shoot a hole in 
it and he'd tell them, "We've got to 
improve this ammo." They supposedly 
would, and then he'd lake the punched 
armor back to the armor people and say 
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"We've got to improve this armor ... " 
And so on. Except in the wartime press, 
real ordnance development just doesn't 
work that way - or that quickly. But it is 
always of interest to know how our own 
armor might fare at the hands of our own 
ammunition. This knowledge came at a 
high price, but in the Gulf War, we 
found out. 

The 144lh Supply Company (Heavy 
Maintenance) of the New Jersey National 
Guard was tasked with recovering vehicles 
damaged or destroyed by friendly fire. 
These photos were taken in early March, 
somewhere in Saudi Arabia, by a Coali
tion NCO. 

Department of Defense sources indicate 

nearly one-fourth of the 148 U.S. military 
personnel killed in action during the Gulf 
War were victims of "friendly" fi re. 
Investigations have confirmed 28 inci
dents in which our forces fired on each 
other, killing 35 and wounding 72 (total 
American war casualties included 467 
wounded). In addition, 27 of the 35 U.S. 
armored fighting vehicles (AFV) badly 
damaged were hit by U.S. fire, as evi
denced by residue from the depleted
uranium AP rounds fired from our 
MlAl tanks. 

Sixteen intramural ground engagements 
resulted in 24 American servicemen being 
killed, with 57 wounded. Army spokesmen 
said many of these engagements occurred 
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GON DIDN'T 
First-Place Winner SOF Photo Contest 

at night and at long ranges, or during 
conditions of bad visibility when thermal
imaging sights were being used. In the 
worst incident, U.S. AFVs were moving 
through Iraqi lines al night when five 
MlAl Abrams main battle tanks (MBTs) 
and five Bradley IFVs were fired upon by 
MlAls - kilting six and wounding 25. 

Eleven men were killed and 15 
wounded in air-to-ground engagements. 
The worst incident occurred when a USAF 
A-10 fired a Maverick misSi·le that subse
quently "malfunctioned in flight" and 
targeted a USMC LAV-25, killing seven 
and wounding two. 

Nor did our allies escape our deadly 
"friendly" fire. In four friendly-fire inci-
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dents, nine U.K. combatants were killed 
and 16 injured. In the worst, nine troops 
were killed when their two Warrior IFVs 
were mistakenly targeted by USAF A-lOs. 
In another incident, two Scorpion recon 
vehicles were fired on by U.S. MlAl 
MBTs. The remaining incidents were 
Challenger 1 tanks firing at U.K. IFVs 
with thermal-imaging sights at long range, 
or in bad visibility. 

During the planning stages of Operation 
Desert Storm, concerns were that Coali
tion armor made in the USSR, such as 
Syrian tanks, would be especially vulnera· 
bJe to friendly fire, but no such incidents 
have been reported. 

Test Systems Inc. was awarded a 

$3.2 million contract to supply 100,000 
anti-fratricide identification devices 
(AFID) last February, but by the close of 
hostilities only 196 systems had been 
delivered. AFID mounts an infrared bea
con on AVFs to provide identification for 
friendly aircraft, but inverted "V " signs 
and fluorescent panels were the only 
devices widely available in the Gulf War. 

The Army Training and Doctrinal Com
mand is coordinating efforts to improve 
technology, doctrine and training to pre
clude future "friendly" fire incidents. 

- Don McLeanY{ 
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I 
N 1979, two of the four criminal 
actions listed by the FBI as 
"terrorist attacks in the United 
States" were attributed to ani
mal rights groups. In one attack, 

members of the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF), working with members of Earth 
First!, burned a livestock auction facility 
in California, causing some $350,000 
damage. 

welfare of every U.S. citizen. 
Laboratories are not the only target of 

animal-rights extremists. Among the most 
public and easily attacked of all groups are 
America's sportsmen, and animal rights 
fanatics have gone after them with a 
vindictiveness that endangers the lives of 
both sportsmen and protesters. 

A California group called the Hunt 
Saboteurs, named after a British group, is 

blinking media cameras. 
The animal rights issue is mired in the 

mud of misconception, deceit, lies and 
media distortion. On the surface, professed 
goals of animal rights groups such as 
eliminating "unnecessary" laboratory re
search, humane treatment of farm animals, 
neutering and spaying of shelter animals 
and monitoring treatment of performing 
animals, etc., are worthy aims - but these 

ANIMA 
TERRORISTS 

In April 1979, ALF members zeroed in 
on the University of Arizona, stealing over 
1,000 laboratory animals, including those 
used to study the crytosporidium protozoa, 
a debilitating and sometimes fatal child 
dysentery common to Third World coun
tries. The ALF also took animals being 
used for research into osteoporosis, cystic 
fibrosis, heart disease and cancer. Animal 
terrorists then piled combustible materials 
in hallways, set incendiary time bombs 
and started a fire causing $250,000 dam
age. Within hours another animal rights 
group, People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA), was issuing press re
leases and videotapes taken during the raid 
by ALF members. 

Most U.S. animal-terrorist incidents can 
be tracked to a handful of radical groups 
spearheaded by the ALF. Besides them, 
according to Safari Club International's 
Gray Thornton, there are at least 56 animal 
rights groups with offices in Washington, 
D.C. Their combined annual budgets ex
ceed $219 million, with a cadre of more 
than 700 people. Additionally, Al Wolter, 
communications director for the Wildlife 
Legislative Fund of America, points out 
that animal rights groups raise more than 
$100 million annually for their anti
hunting war chests. 

dedicated lo ending their slate's recently 
restored desert bighorn hunts. The sabo
teurs ("Sabs," as they like to call them
selves) follow hunters while blowing air 
horns and rattling pans lo disrupt the hunt. 
Although sporlmen ' s dollars support the 
entire California sheep population and 
have rescued it from near extinction, this 
means nothing lo the Sabs, who freely 
admit their goal is to end all hunting. 

Across the country, spoilers in one guise 
or another are busy disrupting sport hunt
ing, often endangering human lives as well 
as pets and work animals. On the day after 
Thanksgiving 1989, members of the South 
Central New Jersey Wing & Shot Hunting 
Club discovered they had been "hit" by 
animal terrorists. Club members were 
stocking game birds on their private 
600-acre preserve when they discovered 
roofing nails had been scattered around the 
grounds. Also, 6-inch spikes, their points 
honed razor-sharp and painted a dull 
brown for camouflage, were buried like 
punji sticks to impale hunters and 
their dogs. 

One club member's dog, a German 
Shorthair, jumped from a truck, raced into 
the club woods and immediately hit a 
leg-hold trap set by saboteurs. Later, at the 
club's sign-in box, a scrawled message 

causes originated with "animal welfare" 
groups of the 19th century, not today's 
animal rights groups. 

Animal rights groups have muddied 
animal welfare programs with a disinfor
mation program the KGB would have been 
proud to claim, creating a surge of local 
splinter groups believing they are saving 
animals from laboratory chambers of hor
ror, and Bambi look-alikes from being 
"murdered" in the woods. 

A recent Newsweek article estimated 
there are now 7,000 different animal rights 
groups in this country alone. However, the 
bulk of these groups take their action cues 
from a few leadership organizations. At 
the top of the list are the Fund For 
Animals, Friends of Animals, People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), 
ALF, Earth First!, Committee to Abolish 
Sport Hunting, Defenders of Wildlife and 
the Humane Society of the United States. 
These groups are most vocal in the 
animal-rights debate, and set the stage for 
confrontation by capitalizing on the aver
age person ' s natural concern for an ani
mal's welfare, then twisting a welfare 
concept into the notion of animal rights. 

According to these groups and the 
sub-groups they have spawned, animals 
have the same rights as people. Believed to 

Hunters Held Hostage by "Rights" Groups 
by Galen Geer Photos Courtesy of NRA 

The influence of these groups is hyper
bolized by a sympathetic media, easily 
convinced of the "righteousness" of the 
animal-rights cause and influenced by 
Hollywood "names" supporting animal 
rights groups. Alarmingly, the tentacles of 
the animal rights movement are reaching 
into a staggering array of national issues, 
threatening the long-standing heritage of 
American sport hunting and the health and 
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was found warning members that if hunt
ing didn ' t stop, their hunting dogs would 
be killed. Below the sign was a tub of 
moist dog food containing ground glass 
and rat poison. 

Throughout the nation anti-hunting and 
animal rights groups are growing bolder 
each year, engineering more widespread 
and detailed confrontations with sports
men, usually within view of never-

be the above-ground ALF front office, 
PETA is led by Ingrid Newkirk, a native of 
England and the unhappy child of a British 
military engineer. She was quoted in 
Washingtonian magazine, August 1986, 
saying, "A rat is a pig, is a dog is a boy. 
They're all mammals ... Even painless 
research (on animals) is fascism. Eventu
ally ... there will come a day when there 
will be no animals in the laboratories. rt 
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will be a wonderful day for animals and 
humankind, and only a true extremist 
would work to prevent such 
a time." 

In Harper's Magazine, August 1988, 
Newkirk said, "I don't use the word 'pet.' 
I think it's species! (sic) language. I prefer 
'companion animal.' We would no longer 
allow breeding ... There would be no pet 
shops ... Eventually companion animals 
would be phased out, and we would return 
to more sympiotic (sic) relationship -
enjoyment at a distance. " 

Finally, in the Washington Post, 30 May 
1989, Newkirk called animal research 
" ... immoral even if it's essential. You 
just cannot justify the torture and destruc
tion of innocent animals. If my father had 
a heart attack, it would give me no solace 
at all to know his treatment was first tried 
on a dog." 

Animals Before Humans 

Another " leadership group," Fund For 
Animals, is headed by nationally known 
columnist Cleveland Amory, w hose 
fana ticism is legendary. Appearing on the 
Larry King Show on 29 October 1987, 
interviewer Rona Barrett (subbing for 
King) asked Amory, "You have a child ... 
the child is dying of diabetes. It needs an 
insulin injection. The only way you can get 
it .. . is from a lamb. Do you kill the lamb to 
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Hunters at McKee Beshers Wildlife 
Management Area, Maryland, had to run 
gauntlet of demonstrators to enter 
hunt area. 

get the insulin so you can save the child?" 
Amory answered that neither for 

himself nor his children wou ld he 
knowingly have an animal hurt. Ironically, 
many supporters of PETA and Fund For 
Animals are the very same Hollywood 
"names" crying for more AIDS research, 
which uses animals. 

The sport hunting issue, however, is the 
battle cry of several groups . The 
Committee to Abolish Sport Hunting 
(CASH) in particular is out to get 
sportsmen. Headed by Luke Dommer, 
CASH is determined to end sport hunting. 
Dommer uses every opportunity to trash 
sportsmen in a carefully orchestrated 
disinformation program. In a USA Today 
editorial, 22 November 1989, Dommer 
called hunting " ... an institutional annual 
carnage; 17 million sport hunters invade 
the countryside, our public parks, our 
national forests, our national wildlife 
refuges and private properties posted 
against hunting. 

"In addition to shooting family pets and 
livestock, they (hunters] terrorize, cripple 
and kill 175 million wild an imals for 
kicks, trophies and other dubious 

sa.aaa.aaa aavEs 
10.aaoaaa aucKs 
4DOODDD DEER 

reasons,'' Dommer noted. 
Contributions made by sport hunting to 

conservation are dismissed by Dommer as 
trash, claiming "400 people are killed and 
another 2,400 are wounded in hunting 
accidents each year." 

In fact, according to Sonny Satre, a 
recreation safety coordinator for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources who 
compiles statistics of hunting accidents, in 
1989 (the same year as Dommer's 
editorial) there were a total of 1,693 
hunting-related accidents in the United 
States and Canada. Of these, 104 were 
fatal accidents involving two or more 
people, 67 were self-inflicted fatal 
accidents, 1,022 were non-fatal two-party 
accidents and 499 were non-fatal self
inflicted accidents. 

Most-recent statistics from 1990 show a 
total of 1,564 accidents in the United 
States and Canada. Ninety-nine of these 
were fatal accidents involving two people, 
47 were self-inflicted fatal accidents, 988 
were non-fatal two-party accidents, and 
430 were non-fatal self-inflicted accidents. 

Another idiotic, unsupported CASH 
claim made by Dommer is that hunters 
" ... cause the overpopulation of deer by 
continuously killing off the bucks and few 
females ... [altering] the natural one-to-one 
sex rati o of deer ... (leaving) a 
preponderance of breeding females in the 
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herd to maximize fawn production." 
Wildlife biologists would like to laugh 

at Dommer's assertions, if so many people 
didn't believe him. The fact is, actual 
herd-ratios range from one buck for 10 
females up to one buck for 20 females in a 
balanced environment. Walter Howard, 
author of Animal Rights Vs. Nature, points 
out that deer management in California is 
now governed by politicians and judges 
influenced from simplistic fantasies of 
animal rights organizations like CASH, 
resulting in California deer herds suffering 
from starvation and disease. The passage 
of Proposition 117 in California last year is 
already aggravating the herd-size problem 
for California's wildlife populations. 

How These G roups Evolved 

Animal Liberation Front has its 
historical roots in England. British bird
and-fox hunters were the first targeted by a 
loosely knit group calling itself the Hunt 
Saboteurs Association (HSA). Their early 
raids were aimed at frightening the quarry, 
laying false trails in hunt areas, and 
personal harassment of hunters. The HSA 
remained an indistinct underground 
organization, while the League Against 
Cruel Sports pursued above-ground 
political and public relations efforts. 

Ronnie Lee was a member of HSA who 
thought their tactics insufficient. 
In 1972 Lee joined together with 
Cliff Goodman, another HSA 
member, to found The Band of 
Mercy, a splinter group. The 
Band of Mercy engaged in direct 
attacks on hunters by slashing 
tires, smashing w indows and 
other acts of vandalism. 

From game animals, the group 
graduated to laboratory animals 
and then to using arson as its 
weapon, targeting the Hoechst 
Pharmaceutical Co. at Milton 
Keynes, England. Lee later 
boasted of how he and Goodman decided 
to burn it down. The fire caused nearly 
$90,000 damage. The Band of Mercy then 
went on a terrorist rampage, destroying 
anything associated with hunting, animal 
research or the raising of meat animals. 
When Lee and Goodman were finally 
caught and sentenced to three years in jail, 
a split between them developed. Goodman 
decided to stick with lawful protests, while 
Lee and 30 supporters formed a new and 
equally dangerous group, the ALF. 

Developed along the lines of l 9th
century anarchist groups, the ALF was 
built of "cells," with no clearly defined 
command structure and only informal 
meetings. Compromising one cell through 
undercover work or capture seldom 
impedes other cells. Also, ALF members 
were able to infiltrate other animal welfare 
groups and take over their operations, then 
use the older, established and accepted 
welfare groups as fronts and covers for 
their more militant activities. 

Especially important in taking over 
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these groups were treasuries built with 
contributions and endowments, which 
could become available for ALF activities. 
The first victim was the British Union for 
the Abolition of Vivisection, taken over by 
extremists who bussed more than 200 
sympathetic members to an annual 
meeting and thereby voted their slate into 
power. The same tactics are used here to 
gain control of U.S. animal welfare 
groups, including several on the 
East Coast. 

No one knows for sure when ALF 
immigrated to the United States, but 
sometime in 1982 is accepted by law
enforcement circles. In 1980, Alex 
Pacheco appeared in Washington, D.C., 
after spending two years in "animal
related experiences," which included raids 
with Britain's Hunt Saboteurs. Pacheco 
met Ingrid Newkirk, then a D.C.-based 
animal disease-control officer, and the two 
of them founded People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals. 

Profitable Proponency 

After incorporating in Delaware, PETA 
retained a professional California fund
raiser, later replaced by in-house cash
flow efforts. PETA 's treasury swelled 
through slogans such as "Do what you 
can, now. And make sure when you've 

Animal rights/anti-hunting protesters at the 
Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge, 
Virginia. 

gone, the work continues." It sounds 
arcane, but it has generated donations and 
endowments. PETA T-shirts, seminars, 
note cards and a recording of a " famous 
animals rights song" all built the 
organization. 

By 1983, PETA claimed 12,000 
members, headquartered in a suburban 
townhouse - the residence for Pacheco 
and Newkirk. Last year PETA boasted a 
$6,793,809 income, of which just over 
$1.1 million was spent on fund-raising. 
PETA 's operations are backed by nearly 
$2 million in assets and a staff of 65 
employees. 

But PETA is not the only wealthy 
animal rights group. By the end of the 
1980s, Fund For Animals claimed an 
income of $1,875,268 and assets over 
$2 million. The Animal Protection 
Institute boasted an income of $2,685,456, 

while Friends Of Animals collected 
$3,450,553, and the Animal Welfare 
Institution netted $403,908, bringing the 
combined income of just these five 
organizations to more than $15 million 
-plus assets of nearly $7. million. When 
the income of traditional welfare groups is 
added, the total becomes more than $200 
million per year. 

One of the most prominent figures in the 
animal rights movement is Wayne Pacelle, 
national director of Fund For Animals, 
formerly president of the Animal Rights 
Alliance. He left to become the personal 
protege of Cleveland Amory, Fund For 
Animals' president and founder. Pacelle is 
commonly seen around the country at 
those protests and confrontations which 
offer the most press exposure. 

Encouraging Lawlessness 

Confrontations between protesters and 
hunters are frequently orchestrated by 
Fund For Animals through choosing 
locations where hunters must pass through 
a bottleneck. Pacelle is usually the 
featured celebrity at such protests, finding 
his way onto the local news where he can 
blast hunters, while broadcast footage of 
sportsmen is limited to scenes of hunters 
hauling dead deer out of the woods. 

A Western rising star of the animal 
rights movement is Rob in 
Duxbury and the Rocky 
Mountain Humane Society, 
founded in 1986. Duxbury is an 
apparent disciple of Amory, 
appearing on Colorado talk 
shows with him and gushing with 
praise for Amory in interviews. 
Her followers have staged 
confrontations with sportsmen 
throughout Colorado. 

Duxbury ' s most recent ploy is 
production of a booklet for anti
hunter activists. It encourages 
people to openly violate the law 

by shooting firearms into the air and 
spraying ammonia vapors to frighten 
wildlife away from Colorado hunters. 
Another tactic she advocates is for 
activists to apply for limited licenses, to 
prevent them from being sold to legitimate 
hunters. Like other extremists, Duxbury 
mouths unfounded ravings in attempts to 
justify her cause. 

Her most recent claim, that activists 
saved 20 bears from being killed through 
snagging 20 of Colorado's limited spring
bear tags was debunked by state wildl ife 
biologists. They pointed out that only one 
bear is killed for every 10 tags issued. In 
reality, what Duxbury ' s group did was 
remove several thousand dollars from 
Colorado's economy by preventing 
hunters from pursuing their sport and 
spending money on bear hunting. 

Every facet of the anim al rights 
movement is a threat. PETA's unreal istic 
demands for abolition of all animal 
research is a threat to every infant chi ld in 
America facing the specter of Sudden 
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Jim Zumbo 
Big Game Hunting Expert; Outdoor 

Author and Lecturer; Hunting 
Editor of Outdoor Life Magazine 

"I t's corning: You're sitting 
in your easy chair instead of 
your tree stand. Because your 
favorite deer spot has been 
closed forever by a bunch of 
screaming fanatics who've 
found legal loopholes to abolish 
hunting. 

"Just like they're using the 
California Desert Protection Act 
to padlock public hunting lands. 
Just like a bill by U.S. Rep. Bill 
Green to tum public hunting 
lands into non-hunting national 
refuges. Or a bill by U.S. Rep. 
Gerry Studds that makes you 
prove your hunt is 'compatible' 
before you can go afield. 

"You'll wonder how the 
NRA let it happen. 

"And it will unless we hunters 
unite. Our only hope, our only 
voice, is the NRA. Join now." 

John Wootters 
Whitetail Deer Expert; Best-selling 

Author on Guns, Hunting and 
Wildlife Management; 

Photographer; Executive Editor of 
Petersen's Hunting Magazine 

"H unters are getting it from 
all sides. And it won't stop until 
we get together and stop it. 

"So what'll it take? When 
they poke you with ski poles 
like they did in Montana? When 
they spit on you in protest like 

they did in Maryland? 
When they plant dogfood 

' YOU?" 
THE NRA FIGHTS 
FOR HUNTERS BY: 

• Opposing anti-gun legislation 

• Helping 44 states pass hunter 
protection laws 

• Protecting Pittman-Robertson 
funds for wildlife manage
ment and range development 

• Responding to anti-hunting 
media attacks 

• Supporting access to public 
and federal hunting lands 

• Supporting H.R.371, the 
Marlenee federal Hunter 
Protection bill 

• Providing training in hunter 
safety, ethics and response 
to hunter harassment 

laced with glass and poison like 
they did in New Jersey? When 
they slash your tires and sling 
chicken blood on your front 
door? 

"What'll it take to stop them? 
Join the NRA now and help pass 
hunter protection laws in eve~ 



Gene Hill 
Author, Shotgunner and 

Expert on Upland Game Hunting; 
Associate Editor of 

Field & Stream Magazine 

" You and I know it was 
hunters' dollars that restored 
dozens of game and non-game 
populations plus millions of 
acres of wildlife habitat. 

"But states like California 
are about to divert millions of 
hunters ' dollars away from 
wildlife management into a 
'general fund.' Meanwhile, 
wildlife managers are com
plaining that hunters' dollars 
are squandered fighting 
anti-hunters in court instead 
of aiding wildlife. 

"I call that stealing. We 
have a proud heritage of 
wildlife conservation to protect. 
Our best guardian, our only 
real watchdog, is the NRA. 
Call and join now." 

Paul Newsom 
Hunting Expert; Wild 

Turkey and Game 
Calling Champion; 

Hunting Video 
Producer; Host of 

National Radio Show 
The American Rifleman 

'A nti-hunting 
groups want to stop 
every form of hunting 
- from archery to 
rifle to shotgun. 
They 're after our guns 
and ammunition, 
even the Browning 
12-gauge self-loader 
that was my Dad's. 
I'm not giving it up 
without a fight. And 
the NRA fights. 

"Besides, NRA benefits to 
hunters are endless. From 
lobbying and public education 
to safety training and hunting 
at the NRA' s 50-square-mile 
Whittington Center in New 
Mexico. 

"If America's 17 million 
hunters don't band together, 
we'll soon be looking at each 
other asking, 'What happened? 
Where was the NRA?' 

"Well, where were you?" 

NRA HUNTING 
SUPERCLINICS 

NRA SuperClinics 
bring famous hunting 
experts face-to-face 
with hunters like you to 
share their secrets of 

JOIN NOW 
CALL THE NRA 

INSTANT MEMBER 
HOTLINE: 

1-800-922-4NRA 
You may charge your $25 

annual NRA membership to 
your VISA or MasterCard, or 
we can bill you later. 

success. Open to all for a nominal fee, NRA SuperClinics offer 
the best hunter education experience in the world. 



Wayne LaPierre 
Executive Vice President of the 

National Rifle Association 
ofAmerica 

"Only the NRA offers you 
the strength to defeat the 
anti-hunting agenda, plus great 
membership benefits for 
joining the fight. Especially our 
new $25,000 Excess Personal 
Liability Insurance* tfzat opens 
tfwusands of acres of land to 
NRA members because you can 
tell officials and landowners 
you 're covered. 

"But most importantly, you'll 
know you ' re supporting your 
hunting heritage through the 
one group lawmakers listen to: 
The National Rifle Association. 

"If American hunters like you 
don't answer this call to action, 
and the anti-hunters abolish 
hunting forever, your children 
won't ask, 'Where was the NRA? ' 

''They'll ask, 'Where were 
you?' " 

Call l -800-922-4NRA now 
to instantly join or renew your 
NRA membership. For $25 
you'll get a full year of NRA 
member benefits (see box). Just 
have your VISA or MasterCard 
handy to charge your member
ship, or we can bill you later. 

IF YOU'RE 
HARASSED ... 

Anti-hunting 
groups want to 
provoke news
worthy retaliation. 
Don't let them. 
If you encounter 
anti-hunters, 
report them to 
authorities and 
notify the NRA 
Hunter Services 
Division at 
202-828-6240. 

YOUR $25ANNUALNRAMEMBERSHIP INCWDES: 
• Effective national support for your hunting heritage, hunting 

arms, hunting lands and responsible wildlife management 

• $25,000 in Excess Personal Liability Insurance* 

• $10,000 in Personal Accident Insurance* 

• $1,000 in ArmsCare Firearm Insurance* 

• 12 issues of either the AMERICAN HUNTER or 
AMERICAN RIFLEMAN magazine 

• NRA no-fee VISA card (for qualified individuals) 

• Hunter orange NRA cap 

• NRA hunter safety & competition services 

JOIN NOW! CAIL THE NRA INSTANT MEMBER HOTLINE: 

1-800-922-4N 
You may charge your $25 annual NRA membership to your VISA or MasterCard, or we can bill you later. © 1991 National Rifle Association 
• Membership and its be nefi ts stan the firs1 day oft he month fo llowing processing of dues payments at NRA hcad<1uancrs. Fiflcc n dollars of the an nual membership fee is designated for magazine subscription. Insurance bcncfi1s arc subjec t to 
1hc condi1ions contained in the Mas1er Policy on fil e at NRA hcadq uancrs at the time a clai m arises. There arc special exclusions and limitations 10 such policy. Fun hcrmorc. NRA and the Insurers six.-c ifically reserve the right lo alte r or change 
any conditions in 1hc Mas1er Policy: including but not li mited 10. reductions in the amou nt of coverage, 1hc cancellation or non-renewal of such policy. (Basic ArmsCarc and Excess Personal Liabili1y Insurance underwriucn by cenain 
underwriters at Lloyd's of London; Basic AD&D anti law cnforccmen1 ofli cer bcnelits undcrwriucn by North Americ:m Life and Casualty Company.) Ann ual Junior members arc not eligible for insurance bcnelits. 



Infant Death Syndrome. Abolition would 
also affect hundreds of other research 
projects, including trauma-wound training 
by military doctors and medics, who must 
use goats to learn how to save human lives 
on the next battlefield. 

Who Is Fighting Back? 

When animal terrorists don't get what 
they want , they increase pressure through 
attacks on sport hunting and research labs; 
they are now moving rapidly toward 
confrontations capable of escalating into 
serious violence. 

For example, a hunter was injured by a 
protester swinging a ski pole at 
Yellowstone's now-canceled bison hunt. 
Murder is around the corner. Fran 
Stephanie Trutt was recently convicted of 
planting a radio-controlled bomb, with 
roofing nails wrapped around an 
explosive, in the parking space of the 
president of U.S. Surgical Corp. This 
business was targeted for protest by both 
Fund For Animals and the Friends of 
Animals because of its research on 
surgical staples. Friends of Animals, 
which ran to Trutt's defense, is also trying 
to remove funding from a Veterans 
Administration research program using 
monkeys to help quadriplegic veterans, 
claiming the study is cruel and inhumane. 

Fortunately, there are organizations 
fighting the animal rights cults. One of the 
most visible organizations for sportsmen is 
the National Rifie Association . The NRA 
is an excellent source of hunting and 
conservati o n knowledge for those 
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interested in hunting, or it may be used to 
brush up on information needed to counter 
the anti-hunters' claims. 

A newcomer to the animal rights 
battlefield is Putting People First, which 
has 30,000 members and supporters . 
Director Kathleen Marque! points out that 
Putting People First is actively working lo 
educate people about the truth behind the 
animal rights movements, including 
terrorism, lies, half-truths and distortions 
the animal terrorist groups use in 

March for Animals, Washington, D.C. Such 
high-profile, media-friendly events - along 
with a generous promotional budget -bring 
some $200 million per year into animal 
rights coffers. 

Another gaggle of anti-hunting dorks show 
up to demonstrate their foolishness at the 
NRA sponsored White Trail Super Clinic at 
Valley Forge. Pennsylvania. Such sill iness 
did not stop 1,200 hunters from attending. 

their disinfonmation program. 
A sportsmen's club battl ing an ti-hunters 

is Safari Club International. SCI has been 
a prime mover in the development of the 
United Conservation Alliance, a coalition 
of hunting, conservation , industry and 
resource-use groups. Also, SCI helped 
establish the Congressional Sportsmen's 
Caucus, comprising more than 90 
congressmen and senators working to 
protect fish , wildlife and their 
intelligent use. 

Another program originated by SCI is 
Sportsmen Against Hunger, encouraging 
hunters to donate venison to the needy. 
The program has been a huge success, with 
tons of meat donated to groups for 
distribution during winter months, 
generating favorable press for hunters - to 
the dismay of animal rights groups. 

One of the most important organizations 
in the battle for sportsmen's rights is the 
Wildlife Legislative Fund of America 
(WLFA). Comprised of individuals and 
clubs across the nation, WLFA is often in 
the thick of judicial battles over hunting, 
filing suits on behalf of sportsmen to 
counter those filed by Fund For Animals 
and other groups. The WLFA's newsletter 
and bulletins keep members informed 

Continued on page 76 
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SOF INTERVIEWS 
COLONEL FRED CARISTO-TOP POW HUNTER 

BY CHUCK FREMONT PHOTOS BY DoD 
olonel Fred Caristo, U.S. 
Anny, Ret., is a compact, 
powerfully built man. His 
black hair is pulled back 
in a long ponytail, Native 
American style - Fred 
is one-quarter Abanaki In

dian. He laughs easily and defies stereo
types of starched and proper retired fie/d
grade officers. Fred Caristo is not spending 
his retirement on the golf course. 

Caristo is ao activist: not in the noisy 
high-profile political sense, but in a back
channel, action officer role. He continues 
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his fight against communism in Southeast 
Asia by supporting the H'mong Chao Fa 
fighters of highland Laos, and he has 
worked behind the scenes for years in the 
search for leads to the fates of U.S. 
POW/MIAs in Indochina. 

His combat record began in November 
1964, when he deployed to the Republic of 
Vietnam as an ARVN Ranger adviser, and 
continued through eight tours of duty as a 
combat leader and infantry officer. Most of 
that duty was as an adviser and operations 
officer with Military Advisory Command 
Vietnam, Studies and Observation Group 

(MACV-SOG). Caristo commanded De
tachment A, Special Operations Battalion, 
the organization tasked by USARV (U.S. 
Anny, Republic of Vietnam), the or
ganization tasked by USARV with POW 
rescue, body recovery, intelligence collec
tion and other sensitive missions. He was 
also assigned to the Phoenix program as a 
Phoenix coordinator. 

Co/one/ Caristo was in volved with more 
than 200 POW recovery operations while 
assigned to MACV-SOG and USARV. He 
probably knows more about the nuts and 
bolts of the POW/MIA business in Inda-
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china than anyone in or out of the 
U.S. government. 

SOF interviewed Fred about his combat 
experiences during POW recovery opera
tions, in particular an incident described 
by General Jack Singlaub in his book 
Hazardous Duty . 

SOF: You were awarded the Distin
guished Service Cross as a result of your 
actions during a POW rescue. Can you 
give us some background on that? 

Caristo: A U.S. Army observation 
plane was downed in Cambodia in Decem
ber 1966. Soon afterward we captured a 
North Vietnamese Army (NVA) soldier 
who told us his unit had just captured two 
Americans. They sounded like an L-19 
Bird Dog crew - pilot and observer; the 
NVA ·s descriptions checked out. He de
scribed in perfect detail an Army - not an 
Air Force - flight suit, which the pilot 
was wearing, and stated that the other 
American, the observer, was wearing regu
lar jungle fatigues, which he was. 

This information was passed to the Joint 
Personnel Recovery Center (JPRC) at 
MACV-SOG, and they said "Let ' s exploit 
this immediately. " The location was just 
inside Cambodia, and JPRC needed some
one who spoke both Cambodian and 
Vietnamese. So they gave it to me. 

SOF: Did you have any other intel 
besides the POW interrogation? 

Caristo: No, there was so much going 
on that you couldn't get anything. So we 
put together our team , and I said we should 
go in at noon - hit it about 1215, and 
we ' ll catch everyone with their drawers 
down, swinging in their hammocks. Be
cause the NVA knew that U.S . and allied 
troops always attacked at first light, so 
that ' s when they were on alert. And 
everyone else said no, we've got to go in at 
first light. But finally I convinced them, 
and we literally caught them in their 
hammocks and fartsacks, swinging away. 

SOF: This was an airmobile 
operation? 

Caristo: Right, we went in low level, 
flying across the rice paddies at about 8 
feet above ground, and the pilots got 
disoriented . 

SOF: They hadn't flown the area 
before? 

Caristo: No. Our own helicopters -
" Pony Express" - were up north on a 
recovery, so we borrowed air assets from 
the 25th Infantry Division . I used to be a 
pilot, so I knew these guys were having 
problems. We finally found the village, 
and the Command and Control (C&C) ship 
threw red smoke. We swung around and 
immediately started our final approach. 

We needed to go in on the west side of 
the village, because the POW had told us 
about a horseshoe-shaped minefield that 
covered the north, east and south ap
proaches. But instead of going over the 
village and back in from the west, our 
chopper went in to the north. The C&C 
ship was screaming at them to go around, 
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but the ship flared and I jumped. Everyone 
else started screaming "Stay on the ship!" 
And they mushed back out, but by this 
time I was long gone. 

SOF: But you knew right where 
you were? 

Caristo: Yeah, I knew I was on the 
wrong side of the minefield! But the first 
thought that hit my mind was that they 
were going to kill those prisoners. So I just 
said "Fuck it, go for it," and started 
running across the minefield . Captain Jack 
McGuinness, a SOG asset, was in the 
command ship, and he said I must have 
been a foot and a half off the ground. 

Then all shit broke loose. The NVA 
woke up and jumped out of their ham
mocks and started firing at the ships, at me, 
at everything. I could pick out the hooch 
that the POW said the prisoners were in, 
but the back side of it was facing me. 

SOF: Were you through the mine
field now? 

Caristo: Yeah, by this time I had run 
through the minefield, and I just put my 
head down and ran through the back wall 

of the hooch - I knew how flimsy they 
were. I blew through the hooch and yelled 
"Hahhh"; and there was this old man and 
two kids with big saucer eyes looking at 
this crazy American with a CARIS who 
had just blasted through their house. 

I started screaming at them in Vietnam
ese, "Where are the Americans?" And 
they didn ' t understand me - then I 
realized they were Cambods. Then it was 
starting to dawn on me that: " Hey, fucker, 
you might be dead." 

SOF: Now, was this the right hooch? 
Caristo: Yeah , I could see the ropes on 

the center pole where the POWs had been 
tied . I composed myself, switched to 
Cambodian , and the old man told me the 
Americans were gone, taken out last night. 
And the kids are screaming and the 
gunships are firing flechettes and I have 
visions of getting shredded by our own 
gunships, and the NVA has now opened up 
with machine-gun fire. 

The top of the hooch got blown off and 
I ran outside. I could see our ships 
inserting, but they were still on the wrong 

"You blow people away because it's your 
job; your buddies get blown away, it was 
part of their job." Wounded American is 
lowered from medevac Huey to hospital 
ship in the South China Sea. 
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" I could see our ships inserting - on the 
wrong side of the minefield!" Assault force 
sprints from UH-1 "Slick" in Vietnam. 

side, this time on the south. Six of the 
assault troops got off and right away hit a 
mine. The assault force was firing into the 
village, and the ARYN engineers threw a 
bangalore torpedo into the minefield to 
clear a path. 

SOF: Threw a bangalore? 
Caristo: Yeah, they didn't screw 

around crawling up and sliding them in; 
maybe they do that in training. But these 
guys just raced up and heaved the banga
lores into the mines and then ran like hell 
for cover. 

I took out a machine gun with my 
CAR 15 that was firing at the U.S. troops; 
the NVA didn ' t know I was behind them. 
Then the NVA started firing a 57mm 
recoilless rifle, and 1 took that out. There 
were two battalions of NVA, and they 
started pulling out through the opening in 
the minefield. I fo llowed them through the 
opening and started screaming at our guys 
to follow me. T hen someone threw a 
bangalore and the next thing I knew I was 
on my ass, looking up at the sky. I was also 
wounded, hit by shrapnel from the banga
lore or mines. 

Then the assault troops started clearing 
the village. Now, every house in every 
village in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos 
had a bomb shelter, a hole dug down and 
in. The holes the NVA were using were all 
booby trapped, and our guys started trip
ping these booby traps, so they started 
throwing grenades down them. But some 
of these holes were family shelters -
there were women and children 
down there. 
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So I started yelling, " Hey, you can't 
throw grenades in there," and they said, 
"Fuck em," so I started crawling in these 
holes and yelling in Cambodian. And if 
women or children answered me, I'd crawl 
in and escort them out, because they were 
scared shitless. 

We ended with 18 or 20 friendly KIA 
and maybe 120 NVA bodies. But we never 
got the POWs; they had definite ly 
been moved. 

SOF: Did that happen a lot -
prisoners being moved just prior to a 
rescue? 

Caristo: Yes. I've always asked myself, 
"Why were these people always moved?" 
And one theory is that the Russians had 
our key codes and monitored our message 

"Then someone threw a bangalore, and I 
was on my ass." Flames light up faces of 
Gls in firefight. 

traffic and would warn the North Vietnam
ese every time they picked up on an op. 
The codes were apparently fed to the 
Soviets by the predecessor to the Walker 
spy ring. These were also Navy communi
cations people, and they sold our encryp
tion codes to the USSR. 

SOF: Didn't Soviet intelligence have 
a heavy presence in the western Pacific 
throughout the war years? 

Caristo: Yeah, and that had a lot to do 
with why our Arc Light - B-52 strikes 
-failed. When the B-52s would take off 
from Clark Field in the Philippines or 
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Anderson Air Force Base in Guam, the 
Soviet trawlers would broadcast an alert to 
the NVA, and every major PAYN (Peo
ple's Army of Vietnam) unit in South 
Vietnam would pick up and move 3,000 
meters - east, west, north, south; it didn ' t 
matter. Because what's the minimum safe 
distance from a B-52 strike? Three thou
sand meters. 

So even though the Soviets didn ' t know 
the actual ta rgeting, the NVA could still 
escape. Once in a w hile the Arclight would 
be enough off-targe t, and by coincidence 
the NVA moved in the same direction and 
we 'd get some. But mostly they failed. 
And it was because of communications 
intelligence. 

SOF: When the NVA or Viet Cong 
(VC) were warned by Soviet intel of a 
POW op, did they always pull out of 
the area? 

Caristo: Not always. Sometimes they 

PHANTOM 
COMMANDOS 

Caristo developed the concept of 
fast, hit-and-run intel and sabo
tage operations in the North 

that was dubbed STRATA: Short
Term Recon And Tactical Teams. The 
idea was to parachute in , do the job, 
and extract by Air Commando heli
copter or, for small teams, by Fulton 
Recovery System (a skyhook device 
suspended by a balloon and snatched 
by a low-flying a ircraft) . We no longer 
tried to win any hearts and minds up 
there : we intended to get specific 
information, then ambush the enemy 
and get the hell out, leaving behind the 
lingering fear that we would 
come again. 

An interesting variant of the 
STRATA program involved a Vietnam
ese double agent, whom Caristo dis
covered. Fred planned a unique inser
tion for that guy. On the night of the 
drop, the double agent was issued a 
tree-jumping suit with a modified hel
met that blocked his peripheral vision. 
The C-130's cargo hold was parti
tioned with canvas cubicles, ostensibly 
to protect the identities of the other 
agents. In reality - after much trial 
and error - Fred had rigged four big 
blocks of ice to parachutes. These 
would be the agent's "teammates." 
The double was tapped out, quickly 
followed by the four ice blocks. 

The next morning, of course, the 
enemy agent led an NVA patrol back 
to the drop zone, where they found 
four empty parachutes hanging in the 
tree canopy. They immediately set to 
work combing the forest for the man's 
phantom teammates. What they found 
instead was a series of airdropped 
booby traps laid down overnight from 
Air Commando planes. 

From Hazardous Duty by Major General John K. 
Singlaub. U.S. Army (Ret.) with Malcolm McCon
nell. Copyright (c) 1991 by Major General John K. 
Singlaub. USA. Ret.. and Malcolm McConnell. 
Reprinted by permission of Summit Books/Simon & 
Schuster Inc. 
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would reinforce. But they would not allow 
us to recover prisoners. On one of the last 
POW ops I was on, in the Delta in 1973, 
we must have just missed our man . His 
footprints were there; a GI mess kit with 
warm rice and a spoon was sitting on the 
ground beside the VC's rice bowls. 

SOF: Did yo u lose friends in 
Vietnam? 

Caristo: Yeah, Dick LeGate, my col
lege roommate, for one. He and I were on 
the same SOG operation; he got blown 
away. I went over, picked him up, put him 
in a body bag and never looked back. 
People say, "How could you be so 
coldhearted, we watched you, this was 
your roommate, his brains were all over 
your lap." Well, it was my job, it had to 
be done. 

SOF: Did you have a reputation for 
being coldhearted? 

Ca risto: I was proud that every OER 
(Officer' s Efficiency Report) I got in eight 
years as a combat leader said, "This guy's· 

''The ship flared and I jumped." UH-1 lifts 
away from ground . Small airmobile 
operations were used to recover POWs 
held in South Vietnam and Cambodia. 

so cool in combat that sometimes we 
wonder about his sanity." But that's what 
I got paid for, to be cool in combat; not to 
lose my head, not to get emotional, not to 
conduct any personal vendettas. 

Your job in combat is to lead and keep 
men alive, and to make other people die for 
their country, and that 's the bottom line. I 
cou ldn ' t hold a grudge agai nst a Viet Cong 
or NVA soldier who killed one of my guys 
any more than I could hold a grudge 
against myself for killing the VC. You 
blow people away because it's your job; 
your buddies get blown away, it was part 
of their job. You don't get bitter about it. 

People with a lot of bitterness, who get 
emotional in combat, are dangerous. They 
get other people killed. They are danger
ous in the field. 

SOF: How many actual POW recov
ery ops were you involved in? 

Caristo: At least 200. When people 
think of POW/MIA ops they think of the 
Son Tay-type, involving full-scale raids. 
But most of the ops were different. They 
were intelligence operations. 

SOF: Can you get into some of those? 
Caristo: A lot of the ops we ran took us 

out of South Vietnam into adjacent coun
tries. We would go into Laos from Thai
land ; ride into Cambodia on motorcycles 
and mopeds. We just did a lot of off-the
wall stuff. I was meeting with solo agents 
by myself in Phnom Penh, negotiating 
with guys w ho were supposed to bring 
POWs out to me, but who refused to go 
into American or ARYN territory. 

These were meetings in a back alley or 
rice paddy or in a hotel, attempts to 
negotiate a release or gain some clue as to 
where Americans were being held. Yet 
these were true POW ops. The raids were 
just the peripheral stuff, based on intelli
gence. 

SOF: And much of that intelligence 
was developed by you? 

Caristo: Yeah . I was the only person to 
ever take a picture from a helicopter of live 
POWs in captivity . They were in U-Minh 
forest; I was on an overflight and took the 
photo with this monumental telephoto 
lens. We were flying over this hut, and 
there were some fo lks sitting outside it, so 
I shot some film. And when we developed 
the film and blew up that shot we found 
they were Caucasians. So we went in two 
days later on a raid, and of course they had 

Continued on page 79 
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RIED 

POW 
Recovery Ops in Southeast Asia 

by Colonel Fred Caristo, U.S. Army, Ret. 
Special Assistant For Southeast Asia, Free World Foundation 

ith typical American 
punctuality, I arrived 
20 minutes early for a 
meeting with a Viet
namese source, after 
being assured his 
brother was a Viet 
Cong (VC) camp 
commander in charge 

of four U.S. POWs. I was at Room 240 of 
the Ba Sac hotel, Can Tho, IV Corp, 
Republic of Vietnam, in the Year of Our 
Lord 1968. 

Someone is in the room; there are 
voices. I open the door, walk in - oh shit 
.. . here's my primary contact on the bed 
having sex with some Vietnamese whore. 
" Sin Joi, Anh (Excuse me, Brother) " 
I stutter in V ietnamese, " ... I'll be back." 

My wide-eyed backup man runs flush 
into me trying to get a good look at the 
action, so I shove him back out the door. 
Directly across the hall, Room 239's door 
opens; there stand four indig (indigenous 

Some came home, some stayed behind. 
U.S. pilot is he lped aboard rescue 
helicopter by pararescue men off the coast 
of Vietnam. Photo: DoD 

INSET: Republic of Vietnam fighter pilot 
captured by NVA. Captured South 
Vietnamese officers and aviators were 
usually executed . Photo taken by author 
from body of dead NV A. 
Photo: courtesy author 
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Vietnamese) with handguns. I do not like 
the odds. So I scream to my backup to get 
the hell out of here, and we race down 
the hall. 

I pull a Browning Hi-Power from under 
my shirt and turn. The indig are exiting 
their room; I bust four caps in their 
direction and they scurry back inside. I 
again scream at my backup to fire, but he 
cannot get his .45 out from under his 
Hawaiian shirt , as his belt has become 
looped over the hammer. Every time he 
pulls up on the butt of the weapon he 
merely jacks his trousers up higher -
skinny bastard . I stop at the top of the stairs 
and empty the remainder of the 13 rounds 
in the 9 mike-mike's magazine back down 
the hall. 

We run down the stairs, past the 
now-hysterical Indian hotel keeper, and 
out into the street. My second backup 
across the street is armed with an M 16, and 
I yell at him to shoot anyone who exits the 
hotel with a weapon. He cannot help, being 
surrounded by about 30 screaming Viet
namese children, to whom he has been 
passing out candy . (Remind me to change 
my niodus operandi next time out.) 

I reload, direct the backup guys to 
follow, and we run to the rear of the hotel 
just in time to see an old yellow Citroen 
sedan hastily departing with our five 
buddies aboard. It appears they wanted to 
place the "habeas grabus" on us and turn 
the POW hunters into POWs. 

CHlNA 

Gulf 
of Thailand 

This was just another day POW/MIA 
hunting in Southeast Asia, circa 1968. 

Twilight Zones, Back Alleys, 
Secret Agents 

My unit - Detachment A, Special 
Operations Battalion, a U.S. Army, 
Republic of Vietnam (USARV) asset, 
- had been tasked with a number of 
unusual Special Operations (SpecOps) 
missions. One was the exploitation of 
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HUMINT (Human Intelligence) in the 
search for American and allied POWs. We 
used trained and code-named indigenous 
agents to locate, and hopefully gain the 
release of, U.S. POWs in South Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos. 

Other missions assigned to "Det. A" 
included introduction of intel operations 
into the "Twilight Zones" - shadowy 
criminal districts which had developed in 
the larger Vietnamese cities. We wanted to 
make sure the large populations of U.S. 
military AWOLs and deserters in these 
areas were not divulging intelligence to the 
VC and North Vietnamese Army. What we 
found was a tremendous amount of black 
marketeering and drug trafficking, but no 
real intel being traded. 

A third mission of Det. A was to locate 
and infiltrate COSVN (Central Office for 
Southern Vietnam, the mythical North 
Vietnamese HQ in Cambodia), where all 
PAYN (People's Army of Vietnam) and 
communist infrastructure operations were 
planned. We had a number of other 
missions which are still classified, 
including working closely with resistance 
movements external to South Vietnam. 

As chief, I organized Det. A into several 
teams, each responsible for one of these 
missions. We had civ ilian documentation 
and a number of "safe houses" in which 
we lived and worked from. 

People have an image of all POW 
recovery operations: Helicopters landing 
with guns blazing in the middle of a rice 
paddy, and the storming of a compound 
where U.S. prisoners are being kept. This 
type of action accounted for a very small 
portion of the total POW recovery effort. 

During eight combat tours in Southeast 
Asia, I was involved in over 200 POW 
recovery operations, and only 20% were 
actual assaults in the field . POW recovery 
attempts and negotiations were conducted 
in hotel rooms; in one-on-one meetings on 
the Cambodian, Thai and Laotian borders; 
in back alleys as far away as Bangkok, or 
at rendezvous along the Mekong in 
Nakhon Phanom, and Nong Khai in 
Thailand. 

Many of our operations consisted of an 
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MACV-SOG used specially modified C-130 
aircraft for operations over North Vietnam. 
Caristo planned an operation to land a 
C-130 in North Vietnam and rescue 10 U.S. 
POWs, but plan was nixed by U.S . State 
Department. Photo: DoD 

intelligence specialist going into a village 
with only a source, no security; or meeting 
alone with a VC unit commander. Other 
missions took us into some pretty large 
firefights, working with U.S. and ARYN 
combat units. 

God, we tried so hard to recover those 
guys! And even though a lot of what we 
did is still classiried, I don ' t want this 
important part of our Vietnam War history 
overlooked . 

ARVN Ranger Adviser 

The first POW operations I was 
involved with took place in July 1965, in 
Quang Ngai Province. I was Senior 
Adviser to the 37th ARYN Ranger 
Battalion (Biel Dong Quan, or BDQ in 
Vietnamese) at Thach Tru. This unit was 
destined for glory - the 37th won two 
U.S . Presidential Unit Citations, one 
during my tenure in November 1965, and 
the other as the now-famous unit outside 

the U.S. Marine Corps firebase during the 
siege of Khe Sanh. 

Captain William "Ike" Eisenbraun, 
U.S. Army, was an advrser to the 
Territorial Forces at Quang Ngai ci ty in 
I Corps during 1965. On 5 July, Ike and a 
number of Territorial Forces troops were 
captured by the VC outside of Quang 
Ngai. The VC also took two artillery 
pieces. 

The only available unit to follow up the 
next day was the 37th BDQ. As there was 
an American involved, the Vietnamese 
battalion commander, Major Son Thong, 
requested that I plan and execute the 
operation . 

I knew the direction the VC had 
departed from the overrun outpost, and I 
calculated how far they could walk in one 
day with their captives. Then I planned a 
blocking position and req ues ted a 
"Package." 

A Package was a number of helicopters 
configured for a specific mission, i.e., 
eight UH-1 "slicks" to carry a company 
of assault troops, two UH-lB gunships to 
provide covering fire, a Command and 
Control ship (C&C), also maybe a "Hog" 
- a B-model carrying large pods of 
2.75-inch rockets. 

We inserted on 7 July and made a sweep 
back toward the outpost where Ike was 
captured. By nightfall, we had met only 
what appeared to be a VC point element. 
The next morning we ran headlong into a 
main VC battalion . We came away from 
the battle with an impressive body count, 
but no POWs. It appeared that a small 
group with a portion of the POWs had 
outflanked us the night before and 
escaped. 

A continued sweep of the area found 
Ike's counterpart, a Territorial Forces 
captain, and his radio operator. Both had 

Caristo's language skills allowed him to 
interrogate captured NVA, Viet Cong and 
Khmer Rouge in the field. Painting shows 
VG prisoners being held for questioning by 
U.S . team. Courtesy: DoD 
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"Airborne! And we were on our way." Fred 
and his men used low-level parachute 
techniques to insert teams in hostile 
territory. Photo: SOFfiles 

been shot in the back of the head 
execution-style. Over the next six months 
we received a number of sightings on Ike; 
each time we would mount an op, and each 
time we came back empty-handed. 

Earl)· Rescues: Near Misses 

The 37th BDQ was decimated at Thach 
Tru in December 1965, then was sent to 
Due My for retraining and remanning. I 
moved on to advise the 1st Ranger Task 
Force out of ARYN Ranger Command. I 
tested the multi-Ranger-battalion 
operational concept with a number of 
high-risk missions: We swept the Iron 
Triangle. and went into the U Minh forest 
- a nearly impenetrable mangrove swamp 
and triple-canopy forest in extreme 
southwest Vietnam. Also, we hit the 
Angers Wing and Parrot's Beak. These 
were all hot areas. 

Every op we ran seemed to miss 
recovering POWs by a day, an hour or 
even minutes. We would find evidence 
- footprints , rice-filled GI mess kits with 
spoons - showing POWs had been there, 
but "no cigar. " I was beginning to realize 
that maybe a typical raid operation was not 
the way to go in recovering POWs. 

I continually questioned both 
inhabitants and prisoners regarding POWs. 
There were numerous reports coming out 
of this area of Nick Rowe and Rocky 
Versace being held in U Minh, and of 
Orien Walker being held in the central 
Mekong Delta. These Special Forces (SF) 
and advisory personnel had been captured 
early in the war. Walker was a buddy of 
mine at Fort Bragg in 1964. I didn ' t learn 
of his tragic fate until 1967. But that's later 
in our story. 

We came close, so close. While I was 
with Studies and Observations Group 
(SOG), I read a debriefing report from one 
o f three U.S. POWs released in the Delta 
during the 1966 time frame. The former 
prisoner stated that on a specific date, he 
had heard American voices speaking on a 
radio to a C&C ship while a combat 
operation was being conducted in the area. 
The American was being held in a tunnel 
near Cu Chi as he heard the conversation 
through an air vent. But he could not 
signal, as a Tokarev pistol was held to his 
head. 1 was the only U.S.-type on the 
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ground that day with the indigenous force. 
I guess I was real close. 

Operations Jn North Vietnam 

Studies and Observations Group had a 
number of sterile " Duck Hook" air 
commando transports - specially 
configured C-1305. They were painted 
black, with no identifying emblems or 
numbers, and were the only large "slow
movers" allowed to fly over North 
Vietnam. With a Fulton skyhook system 
on their front, and large external wing 
tanks, they were quite impressive. Inside 
the cargo compartment, to its right front, 
was a canvas enclosure where the EW 
(Electronics Warfare) officers sat. We, the 
operators, were not allowed to look behind 
these curtains, of course: This area was 
classified. 

Just prior to the parachute operation, we 
would pull the canvas curtain back and 
scream something obscene at the "leg'-' 
(non-airborne) EW officers, challenging 

UH-1 B "Hog" with rocket pods was 
included in Caristo's assault plan for rescue 
of "Ike" Eisenbraum. Firepower of 2. 75-inch 
rockets was critical to blocking action. 
Photo: DoD 

them to follow, and head for the tail gate 
- "Airborne! " We were on our way, on 
another adventure, perhaps attempting to 
rescue U.S. POWs in North Vietnam. 

While serving with SOG in m id-1966, I 
received my first taste of "POW Politics." 
Op-34, which ran covert operations into 
North Vietnam, had a report from a 
team up north stating they had sighted 

Orien Walker, lower left corner, was 
captured by VC and executed in 1965. Fred 
Caristo is in back row, right side, in this 
1964 graduation photo of the Military 
Assistance Training Advisor Course. Photo: 
U.S. Army, JFK Special Warfare Center 

10 Caucasians being held in an area west 
of Yen Bay. I instructed the team to recon 
the area closely. They reported the men 
were being held in a " fort-like 
compound" next to a wide, straight road. I 
wondered, was the road large enough to 
land a SOG C-130? 

Shot Down By The State Department 

I requested a fast-mover, an RF-4C 
Phantom or similar aircraft, to fly a photo 
reconnaissance mission over the area 
reported by the Op-34 team. The aerial 
photography came back showing a 
compound adjacent to a dirt road. And the 
road was large enough to land a C-130 on, 
and depart with assistance of JATO (Jet 
Assisted Take Off). I formulated a plan to 
go in with a combined U.S./indig team. A 
diversion from the team already on the 
ground would help us to free the POWs 
and fly them out in the insertion C-130. 

My plan was disapproved by the U.S. 
State Department before it even left SOG. 
(How the plan was leaked to the State 
Department will be the focus of a future 
article on lessons learned in Southeast 
Asia.) Their rationale was this: More than 
two American combatants on the ground 
in North Vietnam would constitute an 
invasion, and it was against U.S. policy to 
invade North Vietnam at that time. 

I was irate, and so was my boss, Colonel 
Juji Hada. In fact Juji, a Nisei (Japanese
American) who won the Distinguished 
Service Medal in World War II, was 
furious. Here we had a good chance to 
rescue Americans, and we were shot down 
by our own politicians. 

Major (later Colonel) Don Lundy was 
executive officer of the Joint Personnel 
Recovery Center (JPRC) - later to 
become the Joint Casualty Resolution 
Center. I took all my information on this 
case and turned it over to him, in the hope 
that he could somehow save those guys. 

I worked a number of POW recovery 
ops with SOG under the code name 
''Univac, '' because of my unique 
language capabilities in C ambodian , 
Vietnamese and French. I was able to 
handle intelligence sources without the 
involvement of ARYN and Khmer 
interpreters, thus reducing security 
problems. Many of these operations took 
me - solo - on cross-border trips into 
Cambodia and elsewhere. 

Positive Identificat ion 

In early 1967, JPRC was distributing a 
picture of a U.S. POW, trying to obtain a 
positive identification . The minute I saw 
the photo my heart stopped: It was my 
buddy Orien Walker. An accompanying 
intelligence report indicated the photo had 
been captured during an operation in the 
Mekong Delta, but no one could identify 
the Caucasian held under obvious 
VC guard. 

Orien had been captured in May 1965, 

Continued on page 81 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 59 





SEALing 
SADDAM'S 

FATE 
Deception Op Traps Iraqi Army in Kuwait 

by Greg Walker 

"We were told Grenada would be a 'police action' ... it was a dusterfuck. 
Bad intelligence, last-minute mission changes, interservice politics. The 
operators took all the blame. The media made us look like fools." 

- a Grenada SEAL 

"The SEALs lost during the raid on Paitilla airfield were lives wasted, in 
the sense that the operation was flawed to begin with. What we learned from 
Paitilla was this: We needed to redefine how SEALs would be deployed in 
future conflicts, so the mission(s) would be accomplished, yet SEAL Jives 
would never again be needlessly lost. 

"Our successes in the Gulf demonstrated the validity of this emphasis. Not 
one SEAL killed, not one operator injured. This is how we honored our 
teammates lost at Paitilla." 

he outstanding accomplish
ments performed by U.S. 
Navy SEAL operators dur
ing operations Desert 
Shield/ Desert Storm are T rooted in past tragic events 

involving SEALs in both Grenada (Opera
tion Urgent Fury) and Panama (Operation 
Just Cause). Yet Gulf War SEALs con
ducted 270 missions with no casualties, 
using five platoons of 16 men each. 

SEALs were the first ground forces to: 
• Deploy to Saudi Arabia (10 August 

1990). 
• Request close air support to suppress 

Iraqi artillery. 
• Effect the one (and only) sea pilot 

rescue. 
• Recapture Kuwaiti soil (Qaruh 

Island). 

FEBRUARY 92 

- a SEAL commander 

To fully understand and appreciate these 
milepost accomplishments by one of the 
most secretive special warfare (SpecWar) 
units in our special operations (SpecOps) 
arsenal, their tragic performances prior to 
Gulf War must be reviewed. 

Misguided Missions 

The employment of SEAL platoons 
during Operation Urgent Fury drew 
operators from SEAL Teams 4 and 6, both 
part of Naval Special Warfare Group 2. 
ST-4 consisted of "blue water," or 
conventional SEALs, whereas the newly
form ed ST-6 consisted of SEALs 
specifically trained for counterterrorist 
operations. Their missions were as 
follows: 

• To attack Radio Free Grenada. 
• To assault the governor general's 

residence and remove him from the island. 
•To recon the airstrip at Pearl's airport. 
•To recon beaches where U.S. Marines 

might land. 
SEAL missions were split between 

those planned for the eastern side of 
Grenada and those set for the island's 
western portion. From Urgent Fury's 
onset, Navy commandos were plagued 
with poor intelligence, poor planning and 
poor weather. 

"Everything came down from the 
Anny," recounts one "Urgent Fury" 
veteran. "My platoon had no idea of the 
scope of the operation. Our maps were 
Xerox copies of tourist maps; the in tel was 
spotty, inaccurate, piss-poor. Commun
ications between forces sucked. In my 
opinion, we were improperly employed 
and it showed.'' 

It did show. Four SEALs from ST-6, 
parachuting from a C-141 into rough seas, 
drowned due to grossly overweight 
equipment loads. As part of an assault 
element destined to liberate Governor
General Sir Paul Scoon, the raiders 
"simply hit the surface and kept on 
going," according to a SEAL operator. 

Conditions at sea were grim. Ten-foot 
waves were present 1,000 meters off 
shoreline; short, choppy waves closer-in 
offered SEAL Combat Rubber Raiding 
Craft (CRRC) near-nightmare approaches 
to the beach. SEAL officers had voiced 
their desire for vertical insertion by 
helicopter, but a lack of SpecOps aircraft 
and crews made the commandos 
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dependent upon Marine air, which 
couldn't fly at night over water due to their 
lack of navigational aids. 

Mission changes unhinged the SEALs' 
plans as well. A combined force of 
Marines and SEALs from ST-4 were 
originally targeted to rescue Scoon, but at 
the last minute ST-6 operators were given 
the mission as a means of demonstrating 
their newfound ability to effect a hostage
rescue operation. In the ensuing battle the 
platoon was surrounded, and being lightly 
armed soon expended all their available 
ordnance. With his people heavily 
wounded and out of ammo, a desperate 
commander called for help from his 
teammates waiting offshore. 
I 'We were prepared for a direct

action mission," a former 
SEAL from ST-4 recalls. 

"There were 25 Marines supporting us; 
they were supposed to act as a security 
element once we hit the governor's resi
dence. Each SEAL - there were 13 of us 
- was carrying two or three antitank 
rockets (LAWs) and an M-203 with 12 
rounds of high explosive. We had 200 
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NAVSPECWAR deployed five SEAL 
platoons to DESERT STORM. A total of 14 
border reconnaissance missions were 
conducted, with operators responsible for 
target identification, location, and damage 
assessments once the target was engaged. 
Photo: DoD 

rounds per man for our Ml6s. Our platoon 
leader knew his shit ... we were going in 
'heavy' and fighting our way out - if 
there was anybody left around to fight." 

"The guys from Team 6 weren ' t sup
ported or armed like we were. It's no 
wonder they got into the jam they did," 
the SEAL vet adds. In the end, SEALs 
from ST-4 were diverted to attack targets 
at Pearl's Airport with a force of Marines 
rescuing the other encircled SEALs at the 
governor's mansion the next morning. A 
total of four operators were lost during 
Urgent Fury - in sharp contrast to a 
reported 32 SEALs lost during the entire 
Vietnam War. 

Snags In Panama 

Unlike Grenada, Operation Just Cause 
was planned months in advance of the 

actual invasion. Still, the SEALs were 
again burdened with inappropri a te 
missions and poor planning. 

To prevent General Manuel Noriega 
from escaping in a private jet hangered at 
Paitilla airfield, SEALs embarked on a 
mission destined for disaster. They had 
already successfully shut down canal 
traffic on the Atlantic side of Panama 
using carefully placed snipers. After this 
they conducted Visit, Board, Search and 
Secure (VBSS) operations in Colon harbor 
to prevent Noriega's cronies from fleeing 
by freighter. 

Securing the airfield, normally an Anny 
Ranger mission, demanded several SEAL 
platoons be used, with air support in the 
form of an AC-130 gunship providing 
airborne cannon fire, should the 
commandos require it. 

Launching their 14 rubber raiding craft 
from Rodman Naval Station near 
Panama City, the SEALs were proba

bly compromised as soon as the first 
CRRC was spotted by any one of a 
thousand "locals" living on the water. 

Ordered to disembark at the airstrip 's 
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far end, the frogmen were forced to patrol 
up the length of the tarmac, where they 
were spotted by armed guards who brought 
them under fire. A radio breakdown 
aboard the AC-130 prevented the SEALs 
from bringing the gunship ' s powerful 
weaponry to bear, and an all-out assault by 
the raiders ensued. Four SEALs were 
killed, seven others wounded. 

Nearly 90 minutes would pass before 
" dust off" aircraft were sent to Paitilla to 
medevac the wounded. What infuriated 
commandos involved was that such sup
port was less than 10 minutes away, yet 
medevac aircraft were either not available 
or were being held in reserve. 

" The seizure of the (Paitilla) airfield 
was a Ranger operation," offers one Just 
Cause veteran. " We could have done the 
mission had we infiltrated differently, 
perhaps coming in by vehicle, then slip
ping through the chain link fence which 
surrounded that shit hole. Those were good 
operators we lost. Fuck the excuses about 
some of them not being combat vets. The 
worst part was, Noriega wasn ' t even in 
the AO. " 
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Mortified by events in Grenada and 
Panama, the SEALs looked inwardly at 
their program, undertaking a concerted 
effort to ensure there would be no more 
Paitillas. The evolution of a unified spe
cial-operations command, jump-started in 
the mid-1980s, was proving to be benefi
cial to individual SpecOps commands with 
respect to guidance and mission orienta
tion. The SEALs were no more Army 
Rangers than Rangers were Marine Recon. 
Clearly, Naval Special Warfare (NAV
SPECWAR) needed to define how their 
commandos would be employed in future 
conflicts, and under what circumstances. 

Squaring Away The SEALs 

Leading this effort was Rear Admiral 
George Worthington, who assumed 
command of NAVSPECWAR in August 
1989. As a 1965 graduate of the Basic 
Underwater Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S) 
course, Worthington served with UDT 11, 
going on to assume the duties of executive 
officer to the commander, 
NAVSPECWAR Group, Vietnam. In 
1972, he took over SEAL Team 1, 
assuming command of NAVSPECWAR 
Group 1 in 1985. 

Rear Adm. Worthington is dynamic 
personality whose drive centers on 
the continued improvement and 

growth of the Navy's special-warfare 
capability. The admiral, who recently 
initiated an innovative SEAL certification 
program, directed a sequence of criteria for 
his operators to evaluate their missions. It 
was this criteria which was implemented 
during the Gui( War, a framework to 

SEAL reconnaissance teams like this one 
were active along the Saudi-Kuwait border, 
as well as inside Kuwait, well before the 
ground war began. Photo: DoD 

which senior SEAL operators credit their 
near-perfect operations record. 

It was a "come-as-you-are war" ac
cording to Desert Storm SEALs assigned 
to NAVSPECWAR Group 1 (NSWG-1) in 
Coronado, California. Platoons from 
teams 1, 3 and 5 were ordered to begin 
loading their equipment during the first 

I 
DURRAH OILFIELD 

OPERATION 
I I 

The initial face-to-face action of 
the Gulf War occurred at the 
Durrah oil field in the North 

Arabian Gulf, where U.S . Navy SEALs 
also captured the first enemy prison
ers of war (EPW). Naval Special War
fare Element mission objectives were 
to conduct an assault and thereby 
capture and secure all Iraqi personnel 
and equipment on seven offshore oil 
platforms. 

As two OH-58D gunships took off 
from the USS Nicholas, a guided 
missile frigate , they were fired upon 
from four Durrah oil platforms. The 
Nicholas and the Kuwaiti ship lstiglal 
responded with naval gunfire support, 
while the gunships fired missiles at the 
platforms. 

Following the bombardment, enemy 
personnel were sighted on the oil 
platforms. SEALs boarded all seven 
and took 23 Iraqi EPWs, seizing all 
weapons and equipment, including 
demolition devices. There were no 
U.S. casualties. Five Iraqis were re
ported killed during the mission. 

week of August, with flights to Saudi 
Arabia scheduled for 10 August. 

"We worked day and night," recalls 
one operator. Equipment included diving 
apparatus, parachutes, rubber raiding craft, 
engines, ordnance, rapelling lines, high 
speed boats, 37-passenger buses, forklifts 

and communications gear. In addition, 
elements from SEAL Delivery Vehicle 
Team 1 (SDVT-1) and Special Boat units 
11 , 12, and 13 were hurriedly assembling 
their assets to support SEAL-Ops in the 
Gulf. It would be the first-ever combat 
deployment of an entire NAVSPECWAR 
Group. 

Landing at the Saudi air base in Riyadh, 
the SEALs were stunned by the fierce heat. 
"It was 125 degrees," remembers one 
commando. " We were told to just grab 
ground and begin setting up our gear until 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 63 



Pseudo-SEAL Jason Salerno 
Photo: The Star 

I f it wasn't bad enough putting up with 
phony SEALs from the Vietnam era, 
the Gulf War has added a new batch of 

wanna-be warriors to the Navy's growing 
file on these bozos. The most notable Gulf 
fraud is Petty Officer 3rd Class Jason 
Salerno, a 19-year-old sailor whose hoax 
was good enouph to fool Cable News 
Network. 

Salerno, stationed aboard the USS 
LaSalle during the Gulf War. made a $600 
bet with his shipmates that he could 
successfully pass himself off as a medal
winning Navy SEAL after receiving a 
questionnaire from his hometown news
paper. His account was published in The 

a more permanent base could be located. " 
That base would be "Half Moon Bay" on 
the Saudi coastline. The SEALs set up 
their own perimeter, manning it with their 
own people. The threat of terrorist attack 
was considered a priority concern, and 
SEALs were not going to suffer the same 
fate as did the Marine barracks in Beirut. 

Desert Shield - as it was now known 
- saw the SEALs handed the following 
missions: 

•Saudi close air support training 
•Royal Saudi SEAL/Marine training 
• Strategic recon/early-warning on the 

Kuwaiti border 
•Reconstruction of the Kuwaiti navy 
Naval commandos were also tasked to 

provide night patrols of the Jubayl harbor, 
hull searches, hydro recons of beaches, and 
VBSS operations of freighters for illegal 
cargo and/or personnel. Desert Shield was 
critical to the SEALs because it allowed 
them to adjust to the harsh desert environ
ment, as well as to prepare for the 
oncoming ground war. 

"Hussein missed his chance by not 
coming over the border during the first 
30 days of our deployment," offers a 
decorated SEAL officer. "His forces 
would have rolled through whatever we 
had along the border, and our fins would 
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WANNA-BE SEALS 

Star, of Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. 
According to Salerno he had -among 

other exploits - done the following: 
• Successfully graduated BUD/S train

ing and was assigned to ST-4 
• Lost his best friend during a "training 

exercise" on the Kuwaiti border 
• Infiltrated Baghdad as part of an 

eight-man team to blow up comma sites 
• Located Saddam Hussein's com

mand bunker 
•Followed Hussein into Africa to "mon

itor his movements" 
• Been wounded during an attack on an 

Iraqi-held oil platform 
• Had Saddam Hussein in his sniper 

rifle's sights 
• Been awarded 13 medals for his 

Persian Gulf tour, to inc lude the 
Navy Cross 

Upon returning from the Gulf, Salerno 
granted interviews with Madison, Wiscon
sin, TV channels 15 and 27. Channel 27 
was so enthralled with their "scoop" they 
sent the tape on to CNN, which broadcast 
it on a Friday evening. 

Phil Donahue's staff attempted to en
gage the phony hero as a guest (an offer 
young Jason quickly rejected). Besides 
TV coverage, Salerno visited local 
schools talking up his role as a Navy 
SEAL, accepting accolades from students 
and teachers alike . 

Salerno's story paralleled a similar 
impersonation enacted by Dennis 
Chapman, of Bend, Oregon. In fact. it is 
possible Salerno was inspired to place his 
bet by Chapman's three-year charade as 
Oregon's most famous phony SEAL. 
Chapman's fraud was exposed in a na-

have been in the gulf heading for oil 
platforms. We perfected our operations 
during that period, and continued 
training." 

It was during Desert Shield that SEALs 
activated their mission assessment loop. 
Its criteria was: 

•A high probability of success 
•Operations in a maritime environment 

or within one evolution of darkness 
on land 

• Operations in support of the central 
command/components 

• Missions that contributed to the 
overall war effort 

•Missions which required no more than 
a full platoon lo undertake successfully 

• Taskings which assured high surviva
bility of the operators 

A SEAL operations officer recounts his 
rejection of numerous missions handed the 
platoons: "There was one where a sus
pected amount of high-priority electronic 
equipment was deemed a viable target. 
They wanted us to snatch it, but time after 
time we couldn't gel verifiable informa
tion which satisfied our mission require
ments. In the end we rejected the mission 
and I later found out the 'target' was a dry 
hole." While operations sifted through 
mission demands, platoons were diligently 

tional magazine six months before the 
Gulf War. 

Salerno was finally exposed due to a 
letter sent The Star by Lieutenant Thomas 
H. Lang, a NAVSPECWAR intelligence 
officer from San Diego. He was charged 
and disciplined by the Navy for conduct 
discrediting the service. 

In a final touch of irony, the phony Gulf 
War hero today finds himself assigned to 
SBU-24 .. . a special boat unit on the East 
Coast which supports SEAL operations. 
Jason Salerno is now in direct contact, on 
a daily basis, with those men whose 
identity he assumed for 30 pieces of 
silver. The SOF staff sees this as poetic 
justice. 

-G.W 

Phony hero Dennis Chapman. Photo: 
The (Bend, Oregon) Bulletin 

working in the field. 
Training of the Saudis was considered a 

political necessity , with small unit tactics 
and weaponry the primary class subjects. 
SEAL operators also worked closely with 
the newly formed Saudi SEALs, although 
they never saw deployment during the 
ground war. "Most of the Saudi SpecOps 
types drifted back to the rear once the shit 
hit the fan," says one SEAL. "They used 
them as border guards, I th ink. Their 
SEALs were too new to have a particular 
mission statement, but they were very 
good, as I remember." 

As the U.S. Army's 5th Special Forces 
Group arrived in-country, training of the 
Saudis was turned over to the Green 
Berets, freeing SEAL assets for other 
pressing activities. 

SEAL Beach Party 

Perhaps the most important SEAL 
operation of the war took place along the 
Kuwaiti coastline, just below Kuwait City. 
Tasked to conduct a number of missions in 
support of the ground war, the concept of 
deception operations was new to the 
SEALs. Essentially a means of deceiving 
the enemy as lo what was going (or not 
going) on in the theater of operations, 
Desert Storm would prove to be the testing 
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SEALs FAST ATTACK/LIGHT STRIKE VEHICLE 

0 riginally developed and tested by 
the Army's 9th Infantry Division in 
the mid-'80s, Fast Attack Vehicles 

(FAVs) caught the American public's eye 
when appearing in Kuwait City. Low-slung 
dune buggies featuring high-impact sus
pensions, massive firepower, and satellite 
communications, FAVs have long been a 
part of the SEAL inventory. Tasked to 
operate up to 50 miles inland, the SEALs 
required a method of ground transporta
tion allowing them to reach that distance 
within a single evolution of darkness, or 
one night. FAVs gave the naval comman
dos just this capability. 

Initially tasked for combat search and 
rescue in the western Saudi desert, the 
FAV detachment perfected their tactics to 
include desert land navigation, while 
awaiting word if a pilot had gone down 
within their reach. None did. "The FAVs 
were to support preplanned air strikes in 
case a crew had to punch out. They would 
race in there and get the pilots out, often 
travelling at 80-plus miles per hour over 
the desert. As it turned out, they weren't 
needed in that capacity," according to 
SEAL command. 

What these high-speed, low-drag de
sert racers did was assist in the retaking of 

Kuwait City. FAV teams (there were four 
such vehicles deployed, along with re
placement parts and engines) acted as 
scouts, point vehicles, and perimeter se
curity around the U.S. Embassy. They 
escorted the American ambassador upon 
his arrival in newly-liberated Kuwait, and 
generally seemed to be everyplace at 
once. It was the first time the FAV concept 
was tried in battle, and by all accounts 
they performed to the SEALs' highest 
expectations. 

-G.W 

For more information, contact: Chenowth Racing Products Inc., 943 Vernon Way, El Cajon, CA 92020; phone: 
619-449-7100. Washington office - 1101 30th St. NW, Suite 302, Washington, D.C., 20007; phone: 202-625-2424. 

ground for a concept which before had 
existed only on the books. 

At 0100 hours on 25 February 1990, a 
platoon of SEALs from ST-5 commanded 
by Lieutenant Tom Deitz married up with 
high-speed boats from their support 
element. The SEALs were armed with 
silenced H& K submachine guns, grenades 
and a variety of handguns and knives plus 
demolition packages. Their mission was to 
emplace charges along a 200-yard stretch 
of previously reconnect beach on the coast 
of Kuwait. Facing them were a hosl of 
Iraqi troops, heavily dug-in and armed to 
repel the expected Marine landing. 

Deitz's platoon had visited the Iraqis on 
several occasions, sizing up their defenses 
and plotting bunker positions while lying 
in less than a foot of Persian Gulf surf. 

FEBRUARY 92 

"We were never spotted," recalls the 
SEAL officer. "My men performed 
exceptionally well." 

Slipping onto the coastline after being 
dropped off at sea, the platoon fixed their 
preset charges just below the water's 
surface. The beach was heavily mined, 
with strands of barbed wire running along 
its length. Iraqi hunkers were positioned 
along an enormous trench line; the sounds 
of men eating and moving about were 
clearly heard by the waterborne raiders as 
they worked. 

Knowing the tide would go out after 
they'd left, the commandos were certain 
their charges would make the most noise 
possible once detonated. In addition, the 
platoon anchored blue and white buoys 
just offshore, marking lanes wh ich might 

appear to be guide points for Marine 
landing craft. According to Deitz, this 
deception's purpose was to draw Iraqi 
units to the coast just prior to the ground 
war kicking off. "We knew it was an 
important mission," Deitz said, "but it 
was something new to us and we didn 't 
know how effective it might be. Our job 
was to get it done, which we did." 

Upon the SEALs' return to their high
speed infiltration craft, a single boat raced 
toward the shoreline, peppering it with 
.SO-caliber fire and 40mm grenades. For 
five minutes the crew hammered Iraqi 
positions, expending their munitions then 
heading back to sea. Parallel to the 
SEALs' effort were air strikes meant to 

Continued on page 76 
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Nice haircut, but can he fight? Not with an empty weapon . According 
to military sources, boneheaded policies were necessary because of 
poorly trained troops who were unfamiliar with live ammunition. 

U.S. troops with empty M16s guard Patriot missile site near Riyadh in 
early February. Presumably they were given training in tactfully 
stalling terrorists until they received permission to load their 
weapons. 

Response to Robert K. Brown 's article, "Does the U.S. Army Have a Fear of 
Firearms?" (Nov. '91) was overwhelming. We can 't begin to print all the letters 
we received on this from soldiers and veterans, but we 're devoting this space 

to excerpts from as many as we can. This is a tough issue. War is a risky business, 
and efforts to make it safe are often self-defeating. Commanders are responsible 
for troop safety, and they must make choices not everyone agrees with . 

We would suggest there is a definite training problem if commanders honestly 
feel they can 't trust their officers and men with live ammunition in a combat zone. 
If this is the case, then it's unfair to come down hard on the individual commanders. 
Perhaps there are some troop commanders out there who would like to comment. 
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BOGGLED AT BORDER PATROL 
I was appalled at the article "Does 

the U.S. Army Have a Fear of Fire
arms." It boggles the mind that such 
attitudes exist, especially in a 
combat zone. 

I'm a U.S. Border Patrol officer, and 
we have to qualify every three months 
with our service pistol, Remington 870 
shotgun and M16. In addition, we have 
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ON U.S. MILITARY FIREARMS POLICY 
periodic night qualifications , as most of 
our armed encounters along the bor
der are at night. This isn't as often as I 
would like, but apparently it's more 
live-fire training than the average U.S. 
sold ier gets. 

I can easily imagine the feeling of 
the average foot soldier that served in 
the Persian Gulf, since his job was 
more dangerous than mine. The atti
tudes that you described are similar to 
those of certain government officials 
and congressmen who would like to 
disarm the U.S. Border Patrol. 

Albert W. Cummings 
Chula Vista, California 

SOF LIVE-FIRE 
If this country 's military rifle training 

programs were designed and con
ducted in the same spirit as the SOF 
Three-Gun Match - an event I feel is 
on the cutting edge of small-arms 
training - the combat-marksmanship 
skill of the average soldier or Marine 
would be an order of magnitude better 
than it is. 

When I teach combat marksman
ship to military personnel , I always 
mention that if they want to see how 
efficient and relevant live-fire exercises 
can be, they should send a team to the 
SOFmatch. 

Andy Stanford , 
Director, 
Martial Marksmanship Institute 
Ridgecrest, California 

FEAR OF KNIVES 
Your article was quite interesting . 

The U.S. Army also has a fear of 
knives, as we weren't authorized any 
"edged weapons" with blades longer 
than 3 inches in the Desert Storm area 
of operations! 

F. Scott McKown 
1st Cav Div. 
Fort Hood, Texas 
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SORRY LEADERSHIP 
Your article brought back not-so

fond memories about my deployment 
to Panama on Just Cause. We were 
locked and loaded the first week, but 
after that we weren't allowed to keep 
magazines in our weapons - even 
after we were shot at by drive-by 
terrorists . I think this shows that we 
have some pretty sorry leadership in 
the military. 

(name withheld by request) 
Laurel, Mississippi 

BUREAUCRATS AND BLANKS 
Airborne Lt. Col. Brown: Your article 

"Does the U.S. Army Have a Fear of 
Firearms?" was hot steel on target as 
far as nailing the U.S. Army's attitudes 
about weapons, particularly training 
policy. 

I'm sure the Special Forces NCO's 
comments regarding not even being 
allowed to buy his own training ammo 
will piss off the leg weenies at TRA
DOC who dictate these bullsh it policies 
to us. Screw these uniformed bureau
crats . We need a Night of the Long 
Knives to clean out that sorry 
operation. 

Something you didn't get into is 
blank-ammo training. I'll bet this has a 
lot to do with soldiers that can 't get a 
round into a barrel a foot away. Ameri
can soldiers do so much blank training 
that they begin to think of their weap
ons as noisemakers, and they develop 
horrible weapons-handling habits. 

I've seen troops issued so much 
blank ammo that they had to dig a hole 
and burn it because they weren 't 
allowed to turn it back in unexpended, 
and they had to account for the brass . 
And sometimes soldiers just hold the 
ejection port over a box and burn off 
hundreds of rounds . This is real good 
for the upper receiver and bolt carrier 
group. Maybe I'm just a bone-headed 

old paratrooper, but I've never under
stood how a sold ier learns to hit 
anything with blanks. 

Keep up the good work! 
(name withheld by request) 
1st SOCOM 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

STUNNED STINGER GUNNER 
Does the U.S. Army have a fear of 

firearms? Yes, it does. I was a Stinger 
missile gunner for Task Force Citadel, 
the 101 st Airborne's ground attack into 
Iraq. I rode in on top of a Humvee, 
armed with a Stinger, M 16, a LAW and 
a grenade. 

We had MP vehicles riding flank 
security, and these were mounted with 
M60 machine guns. Just prior to our 
attack, I watched a senior NCO tell an 
MP to get his "fucking rounds out of the 
feed tray," that he was only supposed 
to load when we made contact with 
the enemy. 

My jaw dropped, and the MP's 
surprise was evident. I prayed that the 
air assault that had taken off a few 
hours before had neutral ized the 
enemy, because we definitely had a 
head-up-the-ass epidemic on the 
ground. 

You are most definitely right, Lt. Col. 
Brown: It's bullshit! 

Spc. David Akin 
2nd Bn 44th ADA 

Thanks go out to everyone who wrote 
SOF about this critical subject. We 're 
glad we sparked some discussion. 
Check out Major $troff's article "A Few 
Good Shots" reprinted from the Marine 
Corp Gazette , elsewhere in this issue. 

-RKBY( 
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Shooting from the offhand position on a 
known-distance course does not train 
soldiers to fire accurate quick-reactive shots 
required in combat. Photo: courtesy Marine 
Corps Gazette 

he Marine Corps has re
cently undergone a num
ber of innovative changes 
in its training and educa
tion system. The goal is to 
make its officer, staff 
noncommissioned officer 

(SNCO) and noncommissioned officer 
(NCO) corps as professional and proficient 
as possible. The commandant has acted 
decisively. We now need the same deci
sive action to improve our marksmanship 
training. 

The mission of the Marine rifleman is to 
locate, close with, and destroy the enemy 
by fire and maneuver. To accomplish this 
mission requires deliberate, accurate fire; 
so let ' s train gunfighters who can deliver 
just that. The Marksmanship Training Unit 
(MTU) needs to become the Marine Corps 
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"gunfighter school." Once we have ad
dressed this initial challenge, equally ag
gressive changes are required in the way 
we teach our gunfighters their trade. 

Our public relations program has done 
an outstanding job of advertising every 
Marine as a rifleman. It's time we made 
every Marine an effective rifleman. We are 
rich in marksmanship tradition and can list 
a long lineage of some of the great 
shooters of all time. We need to ensure our 
competition-in-arms program maintains 
its competitive edge, but training gunfight
ers for combat is the real business at hand. 
In recent years, we have made some 
inroads with our qualifications programs. 
Unfortunately, we have missed the mark in 
developing a school for gunfighters. So 
where do we start? We need to develop a 
four-phase marksmanship and qualifica
tions course. By addressing these four 
areas and restructuring our rifle range 
detachments, we can get on with the 
business of training gunfighters for future 
conflicts. 

Mental Conditioning: This is the single 

most important aspect of training gun
fighters, and should be the starting point 
for all Marines. These classes would be 
directed at the most powerful part of every 
Marine - his mind. This phase would 
exploit the hundreds of studies already 
existing from combat and police accounts 
of how people perform during a gunfight. 

Once a Marine receives classes on the 
appropriate levels of awareness, s tress 
control and reflexes, we would have a 
common, solid foundation from which to 
create a gunfighter. It should be noted here 
that some of this is currently being taught 
at Marine Security Guard School because 
it works. 

This focus on mental conditioning 
would become the single most important 
factor as we train our Marines. All the 
other skills and reflexes develop from their 
foundation. At the same time, mental 
conditioning would foster proper weap
ons-handling techniques. The same mental 
training that enhances your ability as a 
gunfighter directly affects your safety 
during training. The main benefit of the 
mental-conditioning training is that it is an 
inexpensive method to enhance confi
dence, individual security and, ultimately, 
your Marines' performance in a gunfight. 

Basic Principles Of Marksmanship: 
Once we have completed mental con
ditioning, we would introduce a Marine to 
the basic principles of marksmanship. 
From here we expand our training to 
include techniques for bringing both a ri fle 
and pistol into action so that it becomes a 
reflex action. These techniques become 
the basis for actions that occur once 
Marines are in combat. 

Night Marksmanship: During the next 
phase, we would train for night qualifica
tions on a course that must be realistic, 
involve targets at close quarters and 
reinforce the Marine's level of confidence. 
Remember, most of our fighting is done 
under limited light conditions. It got dark 
in the last war, and it will get dark in the 
next war, too. 

Qualifications Course: The last phase of 
training would be firing for qualification. 
The course should be designed to test 
long-range shooting skills at 300-500 
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MARINE CORPS NEEDS "GUNFIGHTER SCHOOL" 
BY MAJOR MICHAEL J. STROFF Ill 

meters and close-combat reaction shooting 
at 25-100 meters. Des.igning a course of 
fire to accomplish this is achievable on all 
rifle ranges ex isting on o ur majo r bases 
and stations. 

In addition to annual training, the 
"gunfighter school" would lead the way 
in innovations to enhance mission-unique 
marksmanship requirements. It would es
tablish, develop and be the conduit for 
improvements in gunfighting techniques, 
equipment and training. The gunfighter 
school would be directly tied into the 
Marine Corps Research, Development and 
Acquis ition Command, so its efforts 
would be focused, cost-effective and re
sponsive to the Fleet Marine Forces. 

M anpower for these changes cur
ren tly exists within our MTUs 
throug hout the Marine Corps. 

Once such a school is established, the rifle 
ranges would no longer have range offi
cers, NCOs and coaches. Each range 
would have gunfighter training teams to 
concentrate on teaching ski lls. The units 
firing would then be in charge of the range. 
NCOs would direct the training, and the 
over-management system currently used 
on most ranges would fade away. The 
school would develop targets that are 
realistic and functional. The scoring sys
tem would be changed to emphasize the 
importance of hits and not "X'' -rings. 

Handgun training would stress practical 
pistol craft, much like the techniques 
taught at Gunsite Ranch in Arizona. We 
would no longer have scoring rings, and 
the course of fire would be designed to 
reinfo rce the defensive use of the handg un 
in combat. The entire qual ificatio n course 
wou Id consist of 10 rounds and wou Id be 
fired starting with pisto l in holster. Two 
rounds would be fired at each of the 5-, 7-, 
and 10-yard lines; four rounds would be 
fired prone from the 25-yard line . 

Many wi ll contend that because we've 
done it right for so long, there is no need to 
change. My contention is that we've built 
our entire program around the interests of 
a few shooters on our marksmans hip 
teams. Infl icting casualties wi th our ri!les 
is a large part of our business. It 's time our 
training focused on gunfighting techniques 
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that win. One also has to remember that 
shooting ski lls are perishable. As a result, 
our training should be designed to bring a . 
Marine up to effective standards rapidly. 
As a particular miss ion evolves, then 
specialized tra ining should be developed 
to support Marines prior to deployment. 

As we continue to stress cost-effective 
mission-oriented training, I am amazed 
that we have not taken such drastic 
measures long before now. My 13 years 
associated wi th tra ining Mari nes has 
proven to me that we ' re afraid to teach 
gunfighting. O ur concern for safety over
rides many good ideas, based solely on the 
opi nion of people who have little practical 
expertise with small-arms trai ning, gun
fighting and mental conditioning. 

Our " business as usual " atti tude does 
not increase the confidence level of a 
Marine on a post who has to memorize 
rules of engagement, employ a half-loaded 
weapon and make spli t-second decisions 
that can have strategic consequences. 

Our final efforts a t reorganization 
should standardize range safety pro
cedures. Only four safety rules are re
quired when handling weapons. I chal
lenge any Marine to quote the rules of each 

Marine riflemen need training emphasizing 
deliberate, accurate shooting while under 
fire; not marksmanship in static positions. 
Photo: courtesy U.S. Marine Corps 

rifle range on our Marine Corps bases. In 
addition, we need to standardize our 
tenn inology during gunfighter training. 
There is no such thi ng as a "safe" 
weapo n, yet this is one of the Marine 
Corps' favorite tenns. 

Let 's give our Marines every advan
tage. If it means a total restructuring 
in the marksmanship community, 

then so be it. We are not training to please 
a few ; we are training to w in. In a gunfight, 
the firs t accurate round nonnally decides 
the encounter. As our weapon calibers and 
killing power continue to decrease under 
the guise of lightening the Marine's load, it 
is even more critical to hit your opponent 
decisively. 

The " spray" technique of gunfighting 
is not going to win in fu ture engagements. 
As the budget tightens, we need to get the 
most out of every training round we fire. A 
Marine Corps-wide gunfighter school is 
long overdue. Our corps has the experi
ence to develop a first-class program 
designed to meet the threat on future 
battlefields and win. Without additional 
cost, manpower or facilities, w e can create 
a school for gunfighters that will be a 
model for the military forces of the world. 

Major Michael J. Stroff Ill is assistanl 
director of academics at the A mphibious 
Warfare School, Quantico, V irginia. This 
is a reprint from t/Je Marine Corps 
Gazette.~ 
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NO SHOOTING 
M-40 Firestar Doesn't Shine 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

Ti 
those o f us commit

ed to the .45 ACP car
ridge, the recent frenzy 

generated by the popular 
gun press about the .40 
S&W round is both ironic 

and irritating. Winchester's new .45 ACP 
230-grain Jacketed Hollow Point (JHP) 
bullet clearly outperforms anything availa
ble in .40 S&W. Had it been available 
during the FBI's highly publicized test and 
evaluation of handgun ammunition several 
years ago, they probably would not have 
adopted a down-loaded lOmm Auto car
tridge, and the short-case .40 S&W car-
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!ridge would not have been developed. But 
it was, and we are now faced with a 
bewildering array of pistols rechambered 
for a round midway in performance be
tween the 9mm Parabellum and the 
.45 ACP. 

First introduced in l 990 chambered for 
the l 904-vintage 9mm Parabellum round, 
the M-40 Star Firestar is a highly-touted 
example of the ease with which designers 
have transformed 9mm envelopes to ac
commodate the .40 S&W, with little more 
than a wave of their magic wands. Manu
factured in Spain by Star Bonifacio Echev
erria S.A., and imported by Interarms 

A ground swell appears to be building for 
the .40 S&W cartridge, as manufacturers 
rush to rechamber 9mm envelopes for a 
round that falls well short of the .45 ACP. 
Star's M-40 Firestar is one of the most 
compact of the .40 S&W lineup. 

(Dept. SOF, Number Ten Prince Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22313; phone: 703-548-
1400), the M-40 Firestar is a curious blend 
of some excellent features with often 
mediocre execution. 

The method of operation is locked
breech, short-recoil, and the means by 
which this is accomplished is almost 
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STAR 

exactly that of John Browning's Model 
1935 High Power pistol. A lug on the 
barrel's underside has been cut with a 
kidney-shape cam way. As the barrel and 
slide travel rearward in recoil - mated by 
three locking lugs on top of the chamber
end of the barrel engaging three recesses in 
the slide - this "barrel nose" cams 
against the slide stop's axis shaft, which 
drops the barrel away from the slide and 
terminates its rearward movement. 

This outwardly good-looking, si ngle
action semiautomatic pistol is sure to grab 
the interest of all those trained to carry a 
handgun in "condition 1" (a round in the 
chamber, a full magazine seated in place, 
the hammer fully cocked and the thumb 
safety engaged), sometimes referred to as 
"locked and cocked." 

T
he frame is constructed from a 
mill-finished steel investment cast
ing, while the slide is a milled steel 

forging. The trigger guard of our test 
specimen had a casting defect that was 
cosmetically unappealing, but did not 
interfere with the pistol's operation. Two 
finishes are available: blued and that 
chosen for our test specimen, an elec
troless-nickel process called "Starve I." 

Hyped as a compact, the M-40 Firestar 
is only slightly smaller than Glock 's .40 
S&W Model 23 compact, and significantly 
heavier. Dimensions of the M-40 Firestar 
and Glock Model 23, respectively, are as 
follows: overall length - 6.5 and 6.97 
inches; height - 4.61 and 4.92 inches; 
width (at the grip) - 1.1- and 1.18-inch; 
and weight with empty magazine - 30 
and 22.43 ounces. The M-40 magazine 
holds only six rounds, while 13 can be 
stuffed into the Glock Model 23 magazine. 

The Firestar's slide was a non-glare 
matte top surface, with an integral serrated 
rib running full-length and interrupted by 
only the front- and rear-sight dovetailed 
slots, and polished sides with rear-cocking 
serrations. 

Sighting System 

The forward-sloped, blade-type front 
sight (0.124-inch wide) has a si ngle white 
dot, and can be drifted in its dovetailed slot 
in the slide for adjustment of windage 
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zero. The open square-notch (0.132-inch 
width) rear sight cannot be adjusted for 
either windage or elevation zero. It has a 
white dot on either side of the notch, both 
of which are supposed to be aligned with 
the one on the front sight. Those firing 
under stress and employing a so-called 
"flash front sight picture" will be totally 
oblivious to this all-too-prevalent 
gimmick, no matter what the color or 
geometric shape. 

The rear sight is held in place by a 
European-type alien -head screw with a 
conical polymer washer. A tool with an 
odd star-shaped tip at one end is provided 
for removal of the sight to gain access to 
the firing pin and its safety. Guard it well. 
The screws keep loosening after every 20 
to 30 rounds fired and must be constantly 
re-tightened. 

Mechanical Data 

The barrel measures 3.39 inches in 
overall length with six-groove rifling of 
unspecified twist. The reverse-tapered 
barrel has a muzzle swell which takes the 
place of the Colt Ml911Al-type barrel 
bushing. This is a direct copy of the system 
employed by the Colt Officer ' s ACP pistol 

introduced in 1976. In theory, this barrel 
swell mates in close alignment with the 
hole in the slide and should provide 
enhanced accuracy potential. In fact, the 
M-40 Firestar exhibited only barely 
acceptable accuracy with occasional and 
totally unexplained wild fliers. On our test 
specimen - purchased on the open market 
- the barrel's feed ramp was slightly 
off-center and deeply scored with milling 
marks. 

The coiled recoil spring is wrapped 
around a full-length steel guide rod. The 
spring-loaded claw extractor is large and 
ample. The spring-loaded, inertia-type 
firing pin is equipped with a now all-too
com mon, three-piece, spring-loaded 
firing-pin safety. 

This blocks the firing pin's forward 
travel until the trigger is pulled and a lever 
in the frame rotates upward to push the 
safety shaft in the slide upward, to permit 
the firing pin to fly forward after it has 

Star's M-40 Firestar is an appealing 
package, but weighs too much for its size 
and provides a limited magazine capacity. 
Other blemishes preclude its selection by 
professional pistoleros. 
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THE "GUNNY SACK" 

Some have suggested that the Fires tar is small enough to be carried in an ankle 
holster. It may be, but I think it's far too heavy for that. Much superior is the 
increasingly popular Desantis "Gunny Sack" belt-pouch holster (Desantis 

Holster & Leather Goods Co., Dept. SOF, 149 Denton Avenue, New Hyde Park, NY 
11040, phone: 516-354-8000, catalog $3). First introduced in 1989, it has already 
proven so popular that, although patented, several others have attempted unsuc
cessfully to infringe on the Desantis design. 

Fabricated from nylon pack cloth, the Gunny Sack is available in black, blue, red, 
neon green, hot pink, woodland and desert camouflage. Suggested retail is $49.95. In 
addition to the holster compartment it features two separate outer zipper pouches for 
credentials, handcuffs and other small equipment. The holster is included and is 
interchangeable for other sizes - all held in the inner compartment with adjustable 
retainer straps. Suede and soft black leather versions of the Gunny Sack are also 
available for $99.95 each. 

The Gunny Sack employs a unique Velcro tear-away release system. With the weak 
hand, grip the outside corner of the pouch and pull away from the body to expose the 
weapon and holster. The holster's pull-through retention system eliminates the need to 
release thumbreaks. I use a suede Gunny Sack and can recommend it without 
reservations. 

But then, I carry a Glock Model 23 in my Gunny Sack. Significantly lighter, with twice 
the ammunition capacity and none of the Firestar's irritating blemishes and idiosyncra
sies. the Glock costs only a few dollars more. 

The Desantis "Gunny Sack" belt-pouch holster is an ideal concealment rig for 
medium-size handguns, such as the Star M-40 Firestar. Available in nylon pack cloth, 
soft black leather or suede, the Gunny Sack employs a unique Velcro tear-away 
release system, and features two separate outer zipper pouches for credentials, 
handcuffs and other small equipment. Suede version is illustrated. 

been struck by the hammer. 
The ringed Commander-style hammer 

rides in a notch cut into the tang on top of 
the frame's backstrap. By this means the 
possibility of hammer bite is completely 
eliminated. The ejector rides on the same 
axis pin as the hammer. Both the 
backstrap, frontstrap and the curved front
portion· of the trigger guard have 
integrally-cast checkering. 

Curved or squared-off trigger guards are 
further nonsense. Those firing from the 
Weaver position do not place the index 
finger of the support hand on the trigger 
guard, as it prevents wrapping this hand 
completely around the firing hand and, in 
any event, does nothing to steady the grip. 

The slide stop lever, magazi ne catch/ 
release tab and the ambidextrous, frame
mounted thumb-safety levers have large, 
sharply-checkered sloping surfaces. The 
thumb safety can be rotated upward only 
with great difficulty to the "safe" position 
to block the hammer, with either the 
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hammer cocked or forward. Due to 
interference of the rubber grip panels, the 
location of the safety levers far aft of the 
operator's thumb and their resistance to 
upward rotation, it is impossible to place 
this pistol on "safe" while maintaining 
any kind of firing grip. 

Those with large hands will also have 
difficulty rotating the thumb safety 
downward to the " fire " position during 
the final stage of the draw stroke as taught 
at Jeff Cooper's American Pistol Institute 
and by many others. There is no grip 
safety. 

nether undesirable feature of the 
ntire Firestar series is a maga
ine-disconnect safety, which 

blocks the trigger after the magazine has 
been removed. While possibly acceptable 
for thos~ who want to store a pistol and 
magazine in separate drawers of a night
stand to inhibit tampering by small chil
dren, every professional gun handler, al
most without exception, would prefer a 

single-shot pistol sans magazine over an 
assemblage of steel parts that do not 
function as a firearm without the feeding 
device. 

This said, with the rilagazi:ie inserted 
and the thumb safety rotated down to the 
"fire" position, the unaltered factory
trigger pull weight on our test specimen 
was an altogether satisfactory and only 
mildly creepy 5.25 pounds. 

The magazine-well is beveled to ease 
insertion of the six-round, single-column 
detachable box magazine. Of all-steel 
construction, all components except the 
follower spring also feature an electroless
nickel finish. The floorplate can be easily 
removed for maintenance and cleaning 
(which should be performed with the same 
regularity as the rest of the pistol). Maga
zines do not fall freely away when the 
magazine catch/release is depressed. 

W
hile they undoubtedly dampen 
perceived recoil, the Firestar's 
sharply-checkered rubber grip 

panels will also hold little attraction for 
those pistoleros who carry firearms in the 
performance of their duties. Rubber grips 
are invariably tacky, and should you 
withdraw the weapon incorrectly from the 
holster during initiation of the draw stroke, 
it's almost impossible to correct your grip 
while presenting the pistol onto the target. 

Each M-40 Firestar pistol comes pack
aged in a sturdy plastic storage box with 
one magazine, dual-tip screwdriver, clean
ing rod, nylon- and brass-bristle bore 
brushes, a bore "mop" and an excellent 
instruction manual. Suggested retail price 
is $510 for the blued version and $540 for 
electroless-nickel finish. 

Disassembly and Assembly 

Those familiar with Browning design 
will find no mysteries in disassembling the 
Firestar. First, remove the magazine and 
clear the chamber. Then retract the slide 
just enough to align the white index marks 
on the left side of the slide and frame. 
Withdraw the slide stop. Push the slide 
group forward and off the frame. Remove 
the recoil spring and guide rod. Lift the 
barrel up at the chamber end and away 
from the slide. 

Remove the rear sight to withdraw the 
firing-pin safety and then the firing pin 
from the slide. When removing the rear 
sight, hold one hand above the sight to 
prevent the firing-pin safety plunger and 
spring from sailing into the sunset. 
Remove the rubber grip panels before 
cleaning the frame group with solvent. No 
further disassembly should be required. 
Re-assemble in the reverse order. 

Evaluation Firing 

SOPs test and evaluation of the M-40 
Firestar was conducted , with 180- and 
155-grain Jacketed Hollow Point 
ammunition supplied by Black Hills 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 5070, Rapid City, 
SD 57709; phone: 605-348-5150). The 
second and third rounds fired stubbed 
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against the feed ramp and failed to 
chamber. There were no further stoppages 
of any kind. 

A total of 500 rounds were fired. There 
were no visible signs of excessive or 
accelerated wear on any component. 
However, after 100 rounds had been fired, 
the slide would jump forward into battery 
from the retracted position whenever a 
new magazine was inserted and hit 
smartly. 

II firing was from 21 feet, from the 
Weaver position at YFA (Yavapai 

irearms Academy) " option " 
type targets, which have a squared-off 
head and torso. Their camouflage pattern 
inhibits shooters from looking over the 
gun for their hits, and in so doing throwing 
the weapon downward after the trigger has 
been pulled, causing low impact. 

At this distance, the preferred 180-grain 
bullets consistently impacted 3 inches 
high. Nothing can be done to correct this, 
as the rear sight cannot be adjusted for 
elevation zero and filing the front-sight 
blade would only serve to raise the point of 
impact even further. We have no indica
tion that front sights of greater height are 
available. Three inches could be the 
difference between striking the brain or 
merely parting your opponent's hair. This 
aside, as previously stated, accuracy over
all was no more than merely acceptable. 

Ejection borders on the violent, and 
empty cases are propelled up to 20 feet 
away and to the right of the pistol, albeit 
without damage - matters of no small 
concern to reloaders. Although it weighs 
almost a half-pound more than the Glock 
Model 23 and has soft rubber grips, the 
M-40 Firestar has noticeably greater recoil 
and considerable muzzle climb. The Glock 
barrel"s axis is lower and more in line with 
the shooting arm, so recoil is perceived 
more as a rearward push than muzzle
jumping torque. Nevertheless, the Firestar 
pistol in caliber .40 S&W whips about no 
more than any .45 ACP hardball handgun. 
Those with large hands will find the grip 
portion of the frame to be a bit small. A 
magazine with a finger extension would be 
of benefit. 

Black Hills loads Hornady XTP bullets 
in their .40 S&W ammunition. At this 
time, the 180-grain Hornady JHP XTP 
bullet provides the best performance avail
able in this caliber. Velocity averages 
about 950 fps in the Firestar's 3.39-inch 
barrel. Expansion in soft tissue is stellate
shaped, with points averaging .68 caliber 
and the flats at about .64 caliber. There is 
usually no fragmentation and this bullet 
will penetrate about 14.2 inches of living 
tissue. 

Light bullets traveling at high velocities 
should usually be avoided in all handgun 
calibers. The .40 S&W is no exception, 
and I cannot recommend the 155-grain 
bullets. They leave the Firestar' s muzzle at 
about I, 150 fps and will invariable over
expand, fragment and under-penetrate.~ 
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Star M-40 Firestar. field-stripped. 

STAR M-40 FIRESTAR SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber: ............ 40 S&W. 
Operation: .......... Locked-breech, short-recoil, semiautomatic, single

action trigger system with frame-mounted, ambidex
trous thumb-safety levers. Also has firing-pin safety 
and magazine-disconnect safety. 

Weight empty: . ...... 30 ounces. 
Overall length: ..... . . 6.5 inches. 
Height: .......... .. .4.61 inches. 
Width: . ........... .. 1 .1 -inch (at the grips). 
Barrel: ... . .. . ...... Six-groove rifling with reverse tapered exterior and 

muzzle swell, which takes the place of a conven
tional barrel bushing. 

Barrel length: .. ..... 3.39 inches. 
Magazine: .......... Single-column, detachable box-type with six-round 

capacity. 
Sights: ............. Forward-sloped, blade-type front sight (0.124-inch 

wide) with single white dot; adjustable·for windage 
zero. Fixed, open square-notch (0.132-inch width) 
rear sight with a white dot on either side of the notch. 

Finish: .. . .......... Salt-blued or electroless nickel (Starve!). 
Price: ... ..... . .... . $510 (blued) or $540 (Starve!) , complete with plastic 

storage box, cleaning tools and one 
magazine. 

Manufacturer: .... ... Star Bonifacio Echeverria S.A. , 20600 Eibar 
(Guipuzcoa), Spain. 

Importer: .. .. . .. . ... lnterarms, Dept. SOF, Number Ten Prince Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22313; phone: 703-548-1400. 

T&E summary: ...... Reliable. Too heavy. Mediocre accuracy. Thumb 
safety exhibits defective ergonomics. Lacking qual
ity control. Undesirable magazine-disconnect 
safety. Shoots high at gunfight ranges and cannot 
be adjusted. Surpassed by competing designs 
costing little more. 
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NOTICE TO CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS 
Some firearms advertised in this magazine may or may not be lawful for sale in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 
A. All of lhe follo\\ing rifles: 19. Calico M·900 Assault Carbine 

1. Momat Kalasmkovs (AK) series 20. Mandall THE· TAC-1 Carbine 
2. UZI and Galil 
3. Serena AR-70 (SC-70) 

21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 

4. CETMEC3 
5. Colt AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 
6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1 and Max 2. 
7. Fabrique Nationale FNIFAL, FN!l.AR and FNC 
8. FAMAS MAS223 
9. Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 
10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
11. SKS wilh detachable magazine 
12. SIG AMT. SIG 500 Series, and SIG PE·57 
13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48 

22. PJK M·68 Carbine 
23.Weaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. All of lhe follo\\ing pistols: 
1. UZI 
2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 
3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
4. INTRATEC TEC-9 
5. Mtchell Arms Spectre Auto 
6. Sterling MK-7 
7. Calico M·900 

C. All of 1he following shotguns: 
14. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 1. Franchi SPAS 12andl.JlW12 
15. Steyr AUG 
16. lemet M62, M71S and M78 
17. Armal ite AR-180 Carbine 

2. Gilbert EquipmElllt Company Striker 
12 and SWD Street Sweeper 

3. Encom CM-55 
18. Bushmaster Assa.it f'ifle (armgun) 
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BATTLE BLADES 
Continued from page 23 

Benchmade's future indeed looks 
bright as it finishes its best year to 
date. With several new models to 
introduce at this year's SHOT Show, 
the company sees its ability to produce 
a multitude of bladeware coming to 
maturity by the end of 1991 . With the 
bulk of America's cutlery manufactur
ers content to maintain their status 
quo, Benchmade sees itself occupying 
a niche where only the most concerned 
designers will turn to when .-r1hancing 
their own lines. 

"We will always place the appropri
ate emphasis on our own line, " de
crees Les, "but our pride lies in making 
the best bladeware possible, whether it 
be for ourselves or a valued client. " 

Battle Blades heartily encourages 
those of you looking for a truly field
worthy combat folder to contact 
Benchmade Knives for ordering infor
mation . The Brend Combat Talon is a 
premier piece of bench-made blade
ware as well as a pristine example of 
what this exciting Oregon knife com
pany can do. Ask for one of their 
brochures when you order, the rest of 
their inventory is mighty fine as well. 

For further information contact 
Benchmade Knives, Dept. SOF, 
15875-G, SE 114th St., Clackamas, 
OR 97015; phone: 503-655-6004.~ 

EL SALVADOR 
Continued from page 37 

On 31 March 1986, General Order #11 
awarded the JSMR to those assigned to the 
U.S. MilGroup in El Salvador for more 
than 60 days. This award is currently the 
only recognition given the men who 
served under the most challenging of 
circumstances as the " Double Nickle." 
Certainly the successful execution of the 
war on their part is indeed service "supe
rior to that which would normally be 
expected during combat. " Further, it sup
ports Major Jose Rodriguez's (J-5 , South
Com, 1986) statement that those assigned 
to the unit participated directly in further
ing vital national-security interests and 
foreign-policy objectives of the Un ited 
States. It is an award which says every
thing by saying nothing. 

It would seem our veterans of the war in 
El Salvador deserve more than such a mute 
accolade. 

Greg Walker is a former Special Forces 
NCO who served in Central America 
during 1982-85. He is currently executive 
editor of Fighting Knives magazine and is 
a long-standing member of the Special 
Operations Association. Walker is pres-



ently working on a book concerning U.S. 
special operations, for Ba/lantine 
Books.~ 

CROATIA 
Continued from page 41 

sympathy for the pilot. 
"He should have stayed home with his 

family," one militiaman said. "He should 
not have been fighting for those 
communist bastards in Belgrade." As we 
were in no-man 's-land under some Serb
occupied hills less than a klick away, we 
didn't stay long at the crash site and soon 
returned to Petrinja with the MiG ' s flight 
recorder and a few papers recovered from 
the pilot. 

At our base again, we passed a few days 
giving a group of Croats the benefit of our 
accumulated years of experience in small
unit operations. Desperately keen to learn, 
our students were typical of Croatian 
militia. About half had no military training 
at all. 

One Croat had served in the French 
Foreign Legion for about a half-year, but 
had returned home when Serbians attacked 
his village. Another was a federal army 
soldier with several years' service, who 
deserted rather than fight his own people. 
Motivated by the desire to defend their 
homeland and stay alive in combat, our 

group absorbed everything we could teach 
them in the short time available. Some 
minor tactics, weapons handling, simple 
demolitions and sniping techniques 
formed the bulk of our brief curriculum, 
then our students were called away to join 
the intensifying fight in Petrinja. 

Two days later, as we were on our way 
out of Croatia, a drive led by 20 tanks 
pushed Croat defenders out of the city and 
back across the bridge . They still hold one 
end of this vital road link, which they have 
prepared for demolition should a single 
Serb approach it. We didn ' t hear if any 
tanks came within range of our platter 
charges, nor if any of our students fell in 
the fighting. 

Zagreb At War 

Normally, only 600,000 people live in 
Zagreb. Refugees displaced by battles to 
the south and east swelled the population 
to nearly 1 million, but even so, life in the 
city had been little-affected. A curfew kept 
people home at night , camouflage 
unifom1s were much in evidence and 
police roadblocks slowed traffic on several 
main roads; but stores were full , and 
people seemed to be going about their 
business as usual. 

The day SOPs team arrived coincided 
with the first air raid on Zagreb, and as we 
stood at a sidewalk cafe watching a pair of 
MiG-21s buzz the city center, we knew a 
few things would change in the 
inhabitants ' lives. 

Happily, the quantity and quality of the 
superb local beer was not impai red. It was 
harder to get , though, because every time 
air raid sirens went off, people ran in all 
directions trying to get into the nearest 
bomb shelter. Most pub owners locked up 
and ran after them. Once, a cop with a 
scoped hunting rifle, not recognizing we 
were adults and capable of deciding our 
own fates, even chased us out of our 
comfortable seats in the town square. 
Usually, they didn ' t bother. 

Within minutes of the sirens, Zagreb's 
streets would be deserted, to stay that way 
two or three hours until all clear sounded. 
Federal jets, if they appeared at all , would 
usua.lly just fly around a few minutes at 
low level and then go away. A few times 
they unloaded rockets at TV-transmission 
towers with no effect other than making 
noise, but they did keep the city shut down 
for several hours each day. An after-dark 
blackout of all lights visible from outside 
was a bit of a nuisance, but must have 
saved a bunch of money on the city's 
electrical bill. More of a problem was the 
stopping of all elevators, requiring us to 
climb four flights of stairs (after a few 
beers) to get to our rooms. Altogether not 
quite London during the Blitz. 

"And how can man die better, 
Than facing fearful odds 
For the ashes of his fathers , 
And the temples of his gods?" 
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All of our short sleeve T-Shirts & long sleeve Sweat 
Shirts are made High-Quality 50/50 blend fabric to reduce 
shrinkage. All art & letters are silkscreened for years of wear. 

"1 ST Place Persian Gulf War 
Games 1991 " 

White & Rod on Dk. Blue 
Order No. T -53 (T-Shlrt S,M,L,XL) ........ $9.95 
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Order No. SW-53 (Sweat S,M,L,XL) .... $16.95 
Order No. SW-53 (SWoot XXL) ............ $18.95 
Order No. CAP-53 (cap One Slze) ....... $8.95 

"Shot Smiley Face" 
Yellow & Rod on White 

Order No. T-32 (T-Shl rt S,M,L,XL) ........ $9.95 
Order No. T-32 (T-Shlrt XXL) .............. $11.95 
Order No. SW-32 (Swoot S,M,L,XL) .... $16.95 
Order No. SW-32 (SWoet XXL) ............ $19.95 
Order No. CAP-32 (cap One size ) ....... $8.95 
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''When It Absolu1ely, Positively 
has to be Deystroyed Overnight" 

Gold on Rod 
Order No. T-51 (T-Shlrt S,M,L,XL) 
Order No. T-51 (T-Shl rt XXL) 
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"NAVY SEAL's" 
Gold on Blue 

Order No. T-52 (T·Shlrt S,M,L,XL) 
Order No. T-52 (T·Shirt XXL) 
Order No. SW-52 (Sweet S,M,L,XL) 
Order No. SW-52 (SWeet XXL) ..... 
Order No. CAP-S2(cap One size) 

"Made In America 
Teseted In Japan" 

White & Rod on Dark Blue 
Order No. T-40 (T-Shlrt S,M,L,XL) ........ $9.95 
Order No. T-40 (T-Shlrt XXL) .............. $11.95 
Order No. SW-40 (Swoot S,M,L,XL) .... $16.95 
Order No. SW-40 (SWoet XXL) ............ $18.95 

Red & Blue on Lt. Blue 
Order No. T-41 (T·Shlrt S,M,L,XL) ........ $9.95 
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This quote , from Lord Macaulay's 
"Horatius," well describes attitudes of the 
Croats. They view the present conflict as 
an attempt by Serbs to destroy th em as a 
people and erase their history and heritage. 
Deliberate destruction of 1,000-year-old 
Catholic churches and other monuments 
by federal forces has greatly strengthened 
that view, along with Croa ti a n 
determination. 

Yugoslavia no longer exists as a 
country. What will emerge from the 
wreckage is still open to conjecture, as 
well as influence. For reasons best known 
to George Bush's administration, the 
United States has not used its great moral 
weight to resolve the political or mili tary 
confl ic t yo u mi g ht ask your 
congressman to find out why. 

Bob Jordan, an Irishman, has fought in 
Southeast Asia , Africa and Central 
America. He has previously written 
several stories for SOF.~ 

ANIMAL 
Continued from page 51 

about anti-hunter ' s activities nationwide 
and the WLFA's " Protect What's Right" 
public -e ducation program has 750 
sportsmen 's clubs prom oting hunting to 
local schools and civic organizations. 

The Future 

Groups fighting for sportsmen's rights 
do not use terrorism to promote thei r case. 
SCI's Sportsmen Against Hunger is an 
extension of the tradition of sportsmen 
caring about others and wildlife. The 
programs of the WLFA and NRA are 
bringing the truth about hunters and 
conservation to urban Americans, while 
Putting People First battles to expose the 
animal right s movement as a fraud 
blowing up university research facilities 
and condemning American veterans to 
wheelchairs. 

There is a real threat to America from 
the Luke Dommer-types a nd their 
organizations, who want more and more to 
see hunting go into Dommer ' s dust bin of 
history . When that is accomplished, the 
next step is the disarming of citizens, a 
very real goal of America's militant few 
who want to dictate how we live. 

Galen Geer is SOF's Contributing Editor 
for Outdoor Affairs.~ 

SEAL 
Continued from page 65 

support the facade . At 0400 the ground war 
commenced; Deitz's platoon safely back 
at their base having breakfast when the 
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first tanks rolled into Kuwait. 
" We were happy to have pulled the op 

off.·· recalls the young officer. " But when 
the word came down the Iraqis had 
immediately ordered elements of at least 
two divisions to the area we · d been in, 
well, that news made our day.,. Indeed, the 
Iraqis were completely unnerved at the 
massive explosions and clearly marked 
boat lanes, not to mention the furious 
machine-gun and cannon fire. It was an 
enormously successfu l operation for 
NAVS PECWAR as a whole ; more 
importantly, it proved the worth of the 
deception program as a v iable tactic for 
future operations. 

Aftermath Of Desert Storm 

The SEALs performed over 270 
missions during their deployment to the 
Gulf. What was the difference between 
Desert Storm and earlier, less successful 
engagements? " We learned from our 
mistakes and were smarter this time 
around,., a senior enlisted SEAL said . 

Commander Tom Campbell, currentl y 
executive officer for the NAVSPECWAR 
Center, offers this insight : "The admiral 
demanded SEALs be used as SEALs, in a 
mari time environment with l and-based 
operations well w ithin the criteria set. We 
demonstrated there is no better maritime/ 
riverine special-warfare package avai lable 
than ours, which I bel ieve is a priority 
consideration for the future of SEAL 
operations wi thin USSOCOM." 

Despite setbacks of earlier campaigns, 
and in sp ite of often inaccurate 
assessments and attacks by media military 
" experts" on their credibility, the SEALs 
proved their worth in the Spec War arena of 
Desert Storm. 

"We' re not resting on our laurels," an 
ST-5 operator comments. "To us, the only 
easy day was yesterday. Once we got back 
from Saudi it was business as usual. The 
teams have gotten better, smarter, more 
effective. It's good to be a winner again. " 

Greg Wa lker is executive editor of 
Fighting Knives magazine and SOF's 
Battle Blades columnist. His next book, 
available in 1992 throug h Ballantine 
Books, is a historical review of special 
operations to include their role and impact 
during Operation Desert Storm.~ 

CONTRAS 
Continued from page 45 

headquarters in Costa Rica. 
Nancy w as a slim, dark young woman 

\vho said she was willing to type, work the 
phones, anyth ing. Pastora quickly installed 
her as his official mistress; she even 
traveled inside N icaragua to base camps 
alongside him. She began to control his 
appointments: who Pastora would see, 
what favors he would grant, what initia-
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A big glass for a big job. 
The Steiner 15x80 Observer. 
For border observation, security surveillance, 
or forward observation there is an increas
ing need for a high power binocular 
with low light level operation capability. 
The Steiner 15x 80 Observer is the high power 
that is selected by armed forces and special 
operations groups worldwide. Built by Steiner, 
the 15x 80 Observer uses many of the current 
U.S. Army's M-22 low light level capability 
features. The 15x 80 is now available with 
optional laser fil ter and compass or reticle 
systems. 

The Steiner 15x 80 Observer is built in 
strict accordance to MIL-1-45208, the most 
uncompromising quality control specifi
cation in the military optics business. 
For more information, contact Bert Fein, 
Director of Government Sales. 
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U.S. Marketing Office: Pioneer 
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MILITARY 
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0 AR 15/16 NATO "see thru" mount 
0 SIG 550 0 AR 180 
0 H&K91 0 MIA 0 FNFAL 
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0 SKS No gunsmithing 
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a Full Line of Military and 
Speciality Mounts. 
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1-800-433-2909 

Bo SQUARE 
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tives he would undertake. "It was very 
feudal," recalls one of his aides. 

It was not unusual for Pastora to have a 
mistress. He had 22 children by God
knows-how-many women. Even among 
Pastora's men, steeped in Latin machismo, 
his behavior seemed excessive. Some of 
the men whispered that Pastora was trying 
to compensate for his diminutive genitalia, 
so small they were known to his troops as 
el frijole - the bean. Such was Pastora's 
ego that he knew about the whispers, and 
was delighted. 

But Nancy seemed to be different than 
the ordinary starry-eyed peasant girl Pas
tora usually shacked up with. Many of 
Pastora 's advisers began to suspect she 
was really a Sandinista agent. Nancy was 
worming her way into too many things 
- like contra efforts to establish an inter
nal front of saboteurs inside Managua, for 
instance - that were really none of her 
business. And much of her advice to 
Pastora seemed so bad, so disruptive, that 
it had to be calculated. 

7()/t, 'P44tM4 4, &<;U tJ"4 
Finally a group of the men confronted 

Pastora. "She 's a spy," they told him. 
"You 've got lo get rid of her." 

"No, no, you ' re wrong," Pastora in
sisted. " She was a spy. But since I have 
been making love to her, she has aban
doned the Sandinistas." Pastora had craft
ily deprogrammed her with his super
advanced libidinous technique. 

It seems that Pastora should have stud
ied The Joy of Sex a little harder. Two 
years later, Nancy new back to Managua. 
Her real name was Marielos Serrano 
Guillen, and as so many of the men had 
suspected, she was a Sandinista state 
security agent. She told the Sandinistas 
what Pastora's monthly CIA aid was, gave 
them addresses of all his safe houses inside 
Nicaragua and turned over all his radio 
codes. She was the star witness at a series 
of spy trials. 

Many of Pastora 's advisers wondered if 
she had managed to tip Sandinistas off 
earlier about several contra operations that 
mysteriously failed - particularly a sabo
tage ring that contras and the CIA had 
labored mightily to set up. The ring, 
equipped with an impressive arsenal of the 
CIA's top-of-the-line espionage tools -
firebombs, tapeplayers and megaphones to 
broadcast recorded firefights and panic 
neighborhoods, even an FM radio trans
mitter that would enable the ring to break 
into government programming with a 
prerecorded Pastora speech - was busted 
without warning in February 1983. 

Glenn Garvin 's book, Everybody Had His 
Own Gringo: The CIA and the Contras, 
will be published in March by Brassey's. 
Garvin covered the war from 1983-1989 
for the Washington Times. 

(Next Month: " Postcards from the Con
tras" continues, bringing more rebel ro-
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"Trend of the 90s • - LIFE Magazine 

Grenade for Men 
Shampoo, Conditioner 
Spit & Polish Car Wax 
You need shampoo and conditioner es

pecially formulated for a MAN. To wash 
away honest sweat and grime. To add 
fullness to hair and prevent itchy scalp. In 
unbreakable Grenade containers suited 
for any maneuver. Just pull the pin and 
dispense shampoo fit for a man. 

Spit and Polish car and truck wax is mili
tary strength to protect your vehicle. Big 
16-oz. size. Polishes to a high luster. 
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repair! 
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CHANICAL breakdowns! 
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wide! Average VCR needs cleaning/mainte
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mance; contras on Fantasy Island; the 
Texas millionaire, Indiana rancher and 
other colorful gringo eccentrics; messages 
from " the Garcia family " [better known 
as the CIA] and more ... )~ 

CARISTO 
Continued from page 55 

been moved. 
SOF: Can you get into some of your 

ops in Phnom Penh? 
Caristo: I was advising the Khmer 

Serei, the democratic Free Cambodia 
movement that overthrew Sihanouk and 
also fo~ght the Khmer Rouge. We had 
intelligence assets in Phnom Penh, one of 
whom was a relative of Sihanouk who was 
in the Royal Cambodian Ballet and was 
one of our best assets. 

These agents were very distrustful, 
especially of other Cambodians. So the 
only way I could get the intelligence was 
to go into Phnom Penh and talk to them 
alone. And I felt confident enough about 
my language skills that riding back and 
forth along that road didn ' t bother me. I 
just didn ' t give a rat's ass. I'd spend three 
or four days in Phnom Penh, hang out at 
the ballet, eat lots of good Cambo
dian food. 

I would ride from Tinh Bien on the 
Viet-Cambodian border into Phnom Penh 
on my moped, using French documents 
that were made up by our tradescraft 
people. I ' d just ride back and forth at will, 
meet my contacts, do all kinds of exotic 
s tuff, chase Cambodian women - I had to 
do something at that end to make risking 
my life worthwhile - half the time the 
intelligence sure wasn't worth it! 

SOF: Didn't you run into Khmer 
Rouge roadblocks? 

Caristo: Sure, I'd get stopped any 
number of times by Khmer Rouge. I' d tell 
them I was French, on my way to Phnom 
Penh from my plantation, that they were 
doing a great job kicking the Americans 
out, that the rubber business would be back 
to normal soon and we could get back 
together. They 'd give me food, and we' d 
eat sticky rice and shoot the shit. I ' d tell 
some ethnic jokes about the Vietnamese, 
and they ' d laugh. Then I would head on 
down the road. 

SOF: And they just made you for a 
French planter? 

Caristo: Yeah, just an ugly old French
man. French was my first language, be
cause my Indian grandmother, who was 
raised in Quebec, spoke French and she 
raised me when I was a kid - both of my 
parents were in the service during World 
War II . But this almost got me in trouble 
once; I ran into some Frenchmen in Phnom 
Penh, and they told me I spoke funny 
French, and asked if I was Canadienne. 
And of course I'd just said I was French, so 
I told them " le suis separatiste," that I had 
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I Name: I 
I Address: I 
1 Ci!y/Slate!Zip: .JI 
L - - - - - . Monry Baell (Leu Po1t1g1J tt Nol S1ll1!11d- - ----
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MIL-TIME® THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 

THE AMERICAN SERIES 
PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH 
DATE DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS 
AND HOUR INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND 
WATER RESISTANT • STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH 
RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS CRYSTAL • WATER RESISTANT 
LEATHER BAND • BI-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL 
LONGLIFE BATTERY • LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY 

ACCURATE-RUGGED-HANDSOME 
MODELS AVAILABLE: MARINE CORPS(SHOWN) 
NAVY, AIR FORCE, 82ND AIRBORNE, lOlST 
AIRBORNE, lST CAVALRY , 7TH INFANTRY 
SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS 

SPECIAL OFFER 

$69.95 
VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-328-3227 
IN CA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 
456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO , CA. 94066 
ALL ORDERS ADD $3 . 50(CAN.$7.00)S/H 
CA . ADD $5.07 TAX 
NO EXTRA S/H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 

Not just fast ... FAST! 
Nobody would believe us ... 
we had to show them. 
We showed the military, 
we showed the police. We 

showed weapons manu
facturers. Now they believe! 

The RAPID LOADER™ is the 
fastest, cleanest field-loading system for high
volume magazines available ... period. 

Save money on expensive magazines. 
The RAPID LOADER'" and 3 spare UNICLIPS'" 

only $ 29. 95 * l•I" '""'"'"' "' 

3 '""'''"".k 
Packaged ammunition available 
Dealer inquiries invited 
Phone and mail orders accepted 

1-800-421-5142 
C3 Systems, Inc., 1'0. Box 485, N. Scituate, Ill 02857 

*Plus $3 l'ostage and handling. Ill Residents add 7% Saks Tax. 
Pmtcctcd under U.S. l~1tcnt s 4,574,511 & 4,706,402 
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been in Canada working with the separatist 
movement, and they thought that was cool. 

SOF: Did you carry a weapon? 
Caristo: No, if I 'd been caught with a 

weapon, that would have really exposed 
my ass. The only thing I carried was a 
knife - I always carried a knife. 

SOF: You couldn't make that trip in 
a day could you? Did you just bivouac, 
or stay in a village? 

Caristo: No, I ' d stop at Wat Phnom, the 
main Buddhist templ e in the area, I knew 
all the monks there - this is another story, 
but I went through a real fascination with 
Buddhism and spen t a couple of weeks 
there as an apprentice monk once, shaved 
my head, the whole works. 

But all this Cambodian business was 
pretty crazy, because at the time I was also 
heading up Del. A at USARV, so I had 
responsibilities in-country that I had to 
deal with . 

SOF: It amazes me, having spent 
most of my military career in the 
peacetime Army, that the Army would 
let you operate in such a creative 
fashion. 

Caristo: Yeah, we were creative. I 
honestly feel l was unique because I was 
willing to take these chances and do this 
stuff. I'd been over there so long and knew 
the system so well that I had literally no 
"adult supervision ." I ran my ops and I 
got away with my ops and I had a 
reputation , so no one bothered me . When 
you were in true special ops no one 
bothered you if you were producing. 

The problem with a lot of the other folks 
was they couldn ' t produce. They were 
structured, they couldn ' t speak the lan
guage, or they spoke very poor Vietnam
ese - just enough to get into trouble 
- and they couldn't speak Cambodian, 
they couldn ' t speak French, and so on. 

l had my problems with the military 
bureaucracy, because I was so indi vidual
istic. I went for a year without getting a 
haircut once. My boss at USARV, when I 
was leaving, told me "You're the finest 
combat soldier l ' ve known in 27 years in 
the Army - but Major Caristo, your hair 
is too long and your pants are too tight, and 
that will go against you when I write your 
OER." But I knew the languages and the 
system so well that I could get results. I 
could tell you stories - but I won't. Gen. 
Singlaub would be really pissed if he ever 
found out about some of the stuff we did , 
not so much ops but just crazy things. 

At this point, Caristo asked me to tum 
off the tape recorder, and he told me an 
anecdote that we can't get into, but it 
didn't involve anything seriously illegal. 
In fact , it was fairly civilized by Special 
Operations standards, though it took a 
gutsy guy to pull it off. He was just 
worried his old boss, Jack Singlaub, would 
be angry. Somehow, I doubt that Gen. 
Singlaub would mind. 

Chuck Fremont is a Special Forces NCO 
and frequent contributer to SOF.~ 
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POW OPs 
Continued from page 59 

while serving as an adviser to an ARYN 
unit in the Delta. He had been kept alive 
until just prior to a local election. Then he 
was paraded into a large village, where the 
population was assembled and his tongue 
was cut out as a fonn of intimidation to 
keep the populace from voting. 

Rest in peace, Orien - you were a good 
friend. I ' ll never forget our last jump at 
Fort Bragg. It was the first time we jumped 
a chopper and we had heard about " chute 
inversions. " We flipped a coin to see who 
would die first - I lost - Airborne! But 
I guess I won in the long run. 

Legionnaires Talk to CIA 

Another report came into my hands in 
early 1968: a CIA document that 
originated in Paris. In 1954, following the 
French defeat at Dien Bien Phu, a la rge 
number of French Foreign Legionnaires 
and colonial troops chose to remain in 
North Vietnam. These "stay-behinds" 
married Vietnamese women, had families, 
and some were employed as engineers in 
the mining regions of North Vietnam. 

Around 1967, the North Vietnamese 
Politburo was becoming increasingly 
paranoid about the vectoring of U.S. attack 
aircraft into North Vietnam. Finally the ir 
paranoia and ethnocentrism overcame 
their rational thinking and they expelled 
all the French stay-behinds from North 
Vietnam. 

A large number of the repatriated troops 
were debriefed by the Paris CIA station on 
their return to France. The debriefings, 
summarized in the report, focused on a 
number of topics, one of which was the 
returnees ' knowledge of U.S. POW/MIAs 
in North Vietnam. But they produced little 
infonnation as to where POWs were being 
held or their final disposition. The only 
common thread mentioned by all returnees 
was the mutilation of captured aim1en by 
local villagers. 

Many times, according to the report, 
prior to the arrival of PAYN troops at the 
site, U.S. ainnen were held down and 
fingers, hands and anns were severed in 
retaliation for bombing which had killed a 
relative or friend. When I read this, I 
turned to Colonel Hada - who was also 
reading a copy of the report - and we both 
stated simultaneously, "These guys will 
never come out!" 

They never did. 

Colonel Fred Caristo spent eight combat 
tours in Vietnam. He was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross for gallantry 
during a POW rescue operation in 
Cambodia in 1966. 

Next month : War of a thousand fiefdoms. 
Fred continues his account of POW rescue 
operations in - and out of - South 
Vietnam .~ 
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"A REVEALING SELF-PORTRAIT OF THAT PERENNIAL 
FIGURE OF HISTORY-THE PROFESSIONAL SOLDIER .... 

AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE 

In this readable, often 
engaging memoir, Jack 
Singlaub sounds like the 
kind of guy you would 
want with you in the 
trenches." 
-JOSEPH l PERSICO, NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW 

"A remarkably interesting 
life and a remarkably 
interesting narrative •••• 
What emerges from 
the final pages is a 
transparently honest 
man with no hidden 
motives and no games to 
play-a true believer." 
-GUY GUGUOTIA, WASHINGTON POST BOOK WORLD 

SUMMIT BOOKS 
A Divi:-:ion 11f Simon & Sd1us1cr 
J\ Paramount C'umrnu11ic11ion~ Company 

TheFew
The Proud ... 

The Salute 
Continues 

US Marine Corps 
Commemorative 

For nearly 200 years, the U.S. Marines 
have been there ... whenever duty 

called. Camillus built millions of knives 
for American servicemen in \'ibrld War 

II, and our \\:bric! War 11 commemorative 
series (begun in 1990) recalls those 

fighting knives and celebrates the 
dedication, valor and sacrifice of 

America's servicemen. 
Our third commemorative offering, the 

USMC2, features a high-luster, blued 
finish, r blade with an 18-karat gold 

inlay of the American flag being raised 
on Mount Suribachj. Each knife comes 
with a solid oak display case . .. only 

2,000 will be produced. 

Camillus - Traditions and 
Innovations 

Camillus Cutlery Company 
Camillus, New York 13031 
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At Your Command 
Take charge with U.S. Cavalry's high-quality 

1 military, outdoor and adventure merchandise. • 
1 Over 100 full-color pages including official mili- 1 

tary uniforms, knives, survival and camping 
gear, working collectable firearms, target practice 1 

aids, personal protection devices, binoculars, 1 

and much more. For a catalog, send your name, 
address and $3.00 to:. 
Name: ______________ _ 

Address:-------------

City:---------------
State: _______ Zip: ______ _ 

WORLD'S FINEST MIUTARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 

I DEPT SF I 

L 2~55_ Ce~te~n~I ~ve;_ Ra~ci!!f. ~y ~01!'0J~ J 

C72 
C52 
C01 C34 0 ldenlification Card 
C50 C 17 0 lnt'I Drivers Permit 

C 11 O Private Investigator 
C02 0 Bodyguard 
C 12 0 Security Consultant 
C51 O Special Operations 

Only IJ~{lj(•l}i 
NIC Law Enforcement Supply 

(NIC, l•c.) 220 Carroll Box 5950-SH 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5950 

24 hr. Order No. 318-222-2970 

Address ---------------

City/Stale/ZIP--------------

Card # Exp. Date __ 

\ D VI D M/C D CHK o MO FAX# 318-869-3228 J 
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FREE! 
Discount 

Knife Catalog 
• Save up to 50% or more 
• Huge selection 
• Top quality--no seconds 
• Fast service 
• Satisfaction guaranteed! 

Cutler~ 
~~ol>lJe 

5461 Kendall Stree t Dept. SF 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 
Phone: 1-208-376-0430 
Fax:l -208-376-7608 

Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A500+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist . Com
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories. surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

lll~ll~ill~~ia~'ml ; llfi~I~~ 
GUN PARTS CORP BOX SF02,W HURLEY NY 12491 
914-679-2417 FAX 914 6795849 

-

~h\ FLAGS 

Size 3' x 5' with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 

Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $1 9.96 Each Two for $36.00 ----------Select From 

I 0 U.SA 0 AIR BORNE I 
O VIETNAM VETERAN 0 IST. CAVALRY I ARMY D KILL EM ALL LET I 

I 
0 P.O.W./M.l.A. GOD SORT EM OUT I 
0 U.S.M.C. BULL DOG D SKULL & BONES 

I 
0 NAZI (WWII) 0 CONFEDERATE I 
O ARMY D MESS W!THE BEST 

I B ~~vioRCE 0 ADJ~~:~~ rn~ER~ST I 
I 0 MARINES OR LEAVE I 

0 COAST GUARD 0 SPECIAL FORCE'S 
I IDEAL STUDIOS, Dept. 100 I 
I P.O. Box 41156 • Chicaqo , IL 60641 I 

Plus $3 .00 Shipping & Handling. For Prompt I delivery send cash, cashier's check or money order. I 
I Name I 

Address ---- ------ ---

1 City. State . Zip I 
L Viet Nam Veteran Owned ..J ----------

The sugg. Retail. 

Strongest 
Sharpest 
Knives in 
the World 
Are Just 
a Phone
Cal/Away 

See over 35 exciting blades in full 
color. Prices from $10 to $275, 
and all tremendous value for 
money! Call for free catalogs: 

tOLOfTEEL o 
800/258-1655 ~ 

Sam to 5pm PDT. You must be over 18. 

1i'l5»""7::Jfl~>'"''"''0"W'"°''~"'~~"N0 

Max/Capacity Products Inc. 
Manufac1Urers of Magazines ana Acces90n·es 1or me Wotld s Finest Fireanns 

'~~t¥Wff.®11$$ill@f.l@i1i?Jt&ttil¥®tfJii~fif:J®fi.lfi~WhfilmiW8f11@t.tr 

FEBRUARY 92 



BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum , 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ
STD-0101.01 . Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 

Front & Back Protector $200 
Detachable Side Panels $40 

Chest Trauma Plate $35 
Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MAITHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept. SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 

#SA0602 FREE! w/order 

_#All 100 @ $29.95 ea 

_ISP1007 @$69.95 ea 

TO: Drenco International 
P.O.Box 50374 - Dept SF 
Clayton, MO 63105 

Plus $4 .00 S&H. (MO residents add 6% Sales Tax) 
Please al low 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
NAME ______________ _ 

ADDRESS. _____________ _ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP ___________ _ 

CARD# _______ EXP.DATE ____ _ 

U VISA U M/C U CHECK U MONEY ORDER 
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1911A1 
10mm ••• 
Auto-Ordnance 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s12es 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed ti Not Fu/Iv Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT BK-2-SF 
156 Post llt.lenue, Westbury, New Yori< 11590 

' INTERNATIONAL' COMBAT TRAINING 

COURSES: 
* Commando * Counter Terrorism 
* Airborne * Raid/Rescue 
* Executive Pro tection (Bodyguard) 
* Estate/Yacht/Ai rcraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 
* Pistols , Rifles , Shotguns (All Levels) 
* Machineguns/Suppressors 

• 

Write or Call For Our 
"Free" Catalog 

PULLOVER PARKA 

Pullover Parka is available in several wind-resistant, 
water-repellent and breathable 50/50 fabrics . Full 
sized attached hood with draw string closure and 
draw card adjustments at waist and hem. A large 
hidden zipper closed front chest pocket with flap. 
Long sleeves with Velcro® closure adjustable cuffs. 
Full cut for better maneuverability and to be worn as 
an over-garment, so order one size smaller tt rt is to 
be worn alone. Sizes: 8(37-41 ') , M(41-45"), L(45-
49'), XL(49-53"), XXL(over 53'1- Colors: 6-color 
Desert, 3-color Desert, Woodland Camo, Black, 
Navy, O.D. Green, Tiger Stripe, Off-white, Trebark 
and Tan. $34.95 each add $3.00 for XXL 

Mail proper amount plus $4.95 (double for Canada) 
(TN residents add 7.75% sales tax) 

for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

181 1&.llE 
7215 Kingston Pike . Dept. SF. Knoxville. TN 37919 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1·800·521·7977 
in TN (615) 588-5945 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 

Depen3.0~ 
72 page, 4 color catalog is full of hard
working k nives that you could stake 
your life on . Excit ing selection 
features hunt ing knives, bowies, self
defense items, military knives, 
machetes, hardy pocketknives and ex
otic knives from around the world. In
cludes sever al pages of knifemaking 
supplies. High quality. Affordable prices. :··················--·-------............................................ ......... . 
: D Send $1 .00 for a year's subscription to our catalog. : 
: REFUNDABLE on your first order. : 

= ~- : : Address : 
i City : =- ~ : ! ~ATLANTA -- i ! CUTLERY Box 839 ASJ. C-O nye,. , GA 3-0207 ! 
: No one under 18 permitted ro order this catalog! ! ................................................... .......................... .... .. .. .................. ........... ... 
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Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become " Invisible" to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy . . Phone, Mail 
• How to Stay Out of Government Files 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE! 
Visa/MC: 800-338-8484 

l Name _ 

I Address 
1c11v ____ _ 
I State ----- Zip ____ • 

.. ____________ .. 

ANCIENT 
LETHAL WEAPONS 

How to make them yourself 

CRUSADER ARBALEST 
Twice the power of modern crossbows. 

!!! Build in a day !!! 

FREE of cost 

16 DEADLY WEAPONS 
- the most efficient killing tools 

throughout history can be made easily 
with our comprehensive manual. 

SURVIVE ANYWHERE! 

Send $19.95* The Primitive Group, Inc. 
plus $2.05 S&H to Dept. A 
'PA residents add P.O. Box 197 
s120 tax Shrewsbury, PA 17361 
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JIMMY LILE 
"The 
Arkansas 

"lmi!Jlted 
but 

unequaled" 

knives for the 
movie~ "first Blooo" 
& "Ramoo" 

2721 So. Arkansas Ave., 
Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 
From time to time, we make our list of 
customers' names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 
If you prefer not to receive such mail
ings, and want your name on our sub
scriber list only, please write us, en
closing your mailing label. 
Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 

Dcvelopthe bodyyou'vealwaysdreamed ofhaving. 
Add inches Lo your chest, arms, and thii;hs. Sculpt 
your stomach, bullocks, and calves. fhe Body 
Sculptor tones muscles, and relieves stress and 
tension. Adjustable electri cal impulses work your 
muscles more effecti vely than regular exercise. 
It 's medicall y proven, effortl ess and safe ! 
Useitat home, in the offi ce, travelling, even while 
reading or watching T. V. Results guaranteed in 30 
days or your money back ! It 
• 30-/Jay Guarantee -
• 2 Year Warranty 
·AC Wall Adaptable 

• ·~---;.i" •• • Fully Adjus table 
• Complete Ins tructions 
• Makes a Great Gift 
•Shop & Compare 

BODY SCULPTOR 1004: BODY SCULPTOR 179: 
Fully adjustable Fully adjustable 

6-Pad unit w/ wall Hdaplcr 12-Pad unil w/ wall adapter 
ONLY $220 ONLY $425 

• Please include $10 fo r shipping & handlin g · 
• Foreign orders add US$20.00 • 

C ALL NOW FOR IMM EDIATE DELIV E RY 

1-800-428-7825 EXT. 33 
_ __2r ~d ~hcck/Mon:L_Ordcr ~ _ 

David SLccle Enterprises, Inc. SF 0292 
64 Lehigh Alslc, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92715 

Sculplor 1004 (Q1y): ___ Sculplor 179 (Q1y): ---
0 Check Enclosed 0 Money Order Enclo:;cd 

D Visa/MC# Exp.--

N~'~-----------------1 
Address ----------------- 1 
City---------Slalc-- Zip---

Si •1 a~ ________ _ 

BOOK II HOW TO GET 
ANYTHING ON 

ANYBODY 
BOQl( ll 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

A Lee Lapin! 
Best Bugs On A Budget to super secret CIA 
fine wire kits. How the FBI sees thru walls to 
low cost starlight scopes. Electronic and 
mechanical tailing tricks , surveillance 
photography, intelligence kits. Cutting edge 
audio/video surveillance, HOW TO crack 
computers, bypass passwords, obtain unlisted 
phone numbers, intercept cellular calls, 
pagers, and faxes, trace and track anyone, 
surveillance proof any room, tap any phone, 
and more! WHEW! "Really scary stuff." 
Charles Jaco CNN. $38.50 postpaid. 

ORDER TODAY! 
ISECO, 2228 El Camino Real , #349-11 , 
San Mateo, CA 94403. 415-513-5549. 

THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout lhe world today. corpora11o ns. professmnat 
men . and businessmen are spending millions annually to m· 
sure privacy in lhe1r offices and homes where 1mportan1 plans 
and pohcy making dec1s1ons are discussed and formulated 
The " HOUND DOG" 1s a wise investment lor anyone who has 
reason 10 believe that an eavesdropping device 1s now hidden . 
or may be hidden in lhe luture. m either home or office . No 
radio transmiller . no maner how well it may have been hid· 
den . can escape detec 11 on by the .. HOUND DOG " 

The "'HOUND DOG"" is an advanced elec1romc rnstrumenl 
designed fo r the sole purpose ot localing hidden 1ransmt11ers 
An average size olhce or room can be thoroughly searched m 
only a maner of mmules. The ·· HOUND DOG " smlls ou1 any 
transmitters hidden rn p1c1ures . wa lls. desks . chairs. etc . 
regard less ol their operating frequency 

The '' HOUND DOG .. is simple to use . Single knob ad1ust· 
ment cahbrates the meter and any transm1t1er signal received 
1s md1ca1ed by the meter movement. By simply sweeping lhe 
probe past walls . chairs. pictures . desks. elc the presence 
ol any transm1 t1 er will cause a rise m the me1er readmg. The 
meler reading will conl inue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transm111er 
We t:Jeheve you w1l l l1nd the '" HOUND DOG " ou1per1 orms 

most other units sell ing for seve1 al !Imes the price This item 
has been built srnce 1962 Each one 1s backed by a 3·year 
warranty by us. 

Meler Callbrale 

SIZE . 16x24x82 1NC HES $195.00 
USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times mon! powerful lhan other transmtlers. 
Transmits up to Y.. mile to any FM radio ·Easy 10 
Assomble Kil • up lo 9V battery (nol ~d. ) 

' $19.95 
Call 407-72~1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COO's OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other spadality items 
eociose $2.00 to USI Corp. 
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ADVERTISING POLICY: Publication of any adver
tisement in Soldier of Fortune Magazine is not an 
endorsement of the advertiser or of the product(s) 
or service(s) advertised, either by SOF Magazine 

The Big Ones! 
Now this is 
a knife ... 

L------·--·-----------~-

/ Special Sale! 
Both for $39.95 

Beautiful rosewood handles and brass handguards. 
Giant Bowie Authentic style modeled with th?. original in 
mind. 14·3/4" overall with an unbelievable 10-1/4" heavy 
gauge carbon steel blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 
Arkansas Toothpick Nobody will pick a bone with this. 
The biggest toothpick knife we have ever seen. 18" overall. 
12-1 /4" double-edged blade. Leather sheath. S22.50 
Send check or money order for immediate shipment! Add 
$3.00 for shipping. Ill. residents add 7% tax. Visa/MC call 
Toll-Free 1-800·843-4105. In Illinois 1·800·225-2501. 

Money back guarantee if not pleased! 
Ballard Cutlery Dept. SF-292 

1495 Brummel Ave., Elk Grove, IL 60007 

RED ROCKS 

GB GENUINE DESERT RATS CAMO 

• DESERT BATILEDRESS WORN IN 
GULFWAR! ~ 

•Jacket. • •. • . . 360!! ( :: $63) 
• Pants ••••• ~~ 
• Desert camo sweater~ 

100% wool . ... FF~ (:: $63) 

·To order, precise: Chest, waist, seat and 
Inseam length. 

FREE POSTAGE • AIRMAIL 

Write to: RED ROCKS France llj 
Bat. "Atrium" LE FORUM 
ROUTE DES PONTOTS t:!il:J 
64100 BAYONNE CIDEX 1 • FRANCE 
Fax. : 011 33 59 52 05 55 (24H a day) 

STAY IN CONTACT! 

111 
~ 

VHF & UHF FM 

IN THE FIELD-ON THE FARM-IN THE PLANT 
OR ANYWHERE INSTANT COMMUNICATION IS NEEDED 

• HANDLE EMERGENCIES 
• INCREASE EFFICIENCY 
• MOVE PEOPLE & EQUIPMENT 

111 BgS,il")" 
~ . ORDERS ONLY CALL: 

SPECIALr 5 WATT VHF • 
BY MOTOR~~IUS PORTABLE 

800·1'56·9300 
ALSO AVAILABLE: 

•PORTABLES AVAILABLE FROM 1-5 WADS 
•MOBILES FROM 15-110 WADS 

• NEW SYNTHESIZED OR CRYSTAL CONTROL 
• 2-32 CHANNELS 

• TOP QUALITY RADIOS FROM MOTOROLA. 
TRADE-INS ACCEPTED. 

s29aoci : de1 Pso 
Complete With a. 

cadmium battery gnrenna, nickel 
, elt clip & charger 

For Technical Information 
and in N. Y State 

please call: 

CENTRAL MOBILE 
COMMUNICATIONS 

2-WAY COMMUNICATIONS 516-667-7200 770 GRAND BLVD., DEER PARK, N.Y. 11729 FOR PERSONAL & BUSINESS USE. 
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D YESI Send me 6 issues of Practical Survival for only $18.00. 

Name 
---------------------~ 

Address 

City ___________________ _ 

State ----------------....L-------
PAYMENT ENCLOSED (U.S. funds only) D VISA D Mastercard 

Card # 

Signature 

Exp Date 

Clip and mall coupon to Mountain Star lnt'I, 1750 30th St., Suite 498, Boulder, CO 80301 BPS4 
OR CALL 1-800-800-7630 
Payment must accompany order. Offer good in U. S. & possessions, including APO·FPO addresses. (Offer good for a fimhed time only.) Foreign 
subscribers write for prices. Back issues 1 and 3 are out of print. Issue #2 is available for $5.00. Expires 5/92. 
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CLASSIFIED 
1(-

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $2 .00 per word per 
insertion -$40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID. 
Ad copy must be typed or writ1en clearly with authorizing 
signature. a te lephone number (for our files) and full 
payment. Advert isers offering information packets for a 
tee must send sample of packet (packets wi ll not be 
returned). Name. address and telephone number are to be 
included in your word count. EXAMP LE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 
words : 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as Ot . SGT. 
20mm. US. count as one word each . Hyphenated words 
and telephone numbers are counted as two words . No 
personal services ads accepted . We reserve the right to 
refuse. delete or change any copy which we determine to 
be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. Classified Dept. , P.O. Box 693 . 
Boulder. CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER 
OF FORTU NE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON
TAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER. HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTAC'T 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE 
USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be prod
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re
stricted, prohibited or subject to spe
cial licensing requirements in your 
state. Purchasers should consult the 
local law enforcement authorities in 
their area. 

APPAREL ' 
INTERNATION AL MILITARY CAMOUFLAGE . Winter 
catalog of genuine military camouflage uniforms from over 
35 countries ~ Catalog $1 .00 l.M .S .. Box 21606, Denver, 
co 80221 (172) 

··DEATH FROM WITHIN .. HARD DROP CAFE T-SHIRTS 
(M.L.XL) $15ppd (XXL add $2) : VAAD-SOF. Box 7682 
The Woodlands TX 77387-7682 . (172) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current 
issue F-1 un iforms in 'lizard ' pattern camouflage. Unis
sued Suit $70 .00. F-1 Camouflage caps $15.00 . A .HA. 
Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. (1 72) 

KLAN BUSTERS OF AMERICA.Official Anti-Klan T
shirts . Al l sizes $11 .95 : Richard Bondira 715 N. Erie St. 
Rockville. IN 47872 .(172) 

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 
NAIL LIARS. Pract ical , covert. powerful methods to 
discern honesty and falsehood . Developed by Vietnam 
interrogator to effectively replace polygraph and coersion . 
The Art and Certainty of Lie Detection. $7.95 LIE-CUES. 
P.O. Box 2313 . Chapel Hill. NC 27514 .(172) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edit ion . Send $22 to Barricade 
Books. PO Box 1401-Z. Secaucus. NJ 07096 . (180) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination resea rch 
materials . Videocassettes. photograph s, literature. 
Zapruder film . Catalogue: $3 . Collector's Archives : Box 2 
Beaconsfield , Quebec. H9W 5T6 . (176) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG• 50-page calalog describes over 
300 fasc inating titles . The best nonfiction books available 
for men of act ion and adventure ! Send $1 .00 to : Palad in 
Press . PO Box 1307·2AOT. Boulder. CO 80306. (303) 
443-7250. (176) 
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NAZI GENERALS CAP 
State . . . S.M. or Lg. Size = $88.00 
Shoulder Boards, . . . Set "' 31 .00 
Collar Tabs . . Set "' 18.00 
Complete . . . . Knights cross "' 21 .00 

The Complete Set IN STOCK 
all 4"' $137.00 We pay postage 
Catalog "' $5.00 Free with Order 

BECOME A PROFESSIONAL SKIP 
TRACER & MISSING INDIVIDUAL 
INVESTIGATOR! 

AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING INVESTIGATION 

INDUSTRY. LEARN SKIP TRACING & MI INVESTIGA
TIONS. ACCOUNTS FOR OVER 60% OF PI WORK & GENERAL 
INVESTIGATI ONS . LEARN THE 11 RIGHT STUFF 11 TO TRACK 
DOWN & LOCATE SKIPPERS &. Hl s 1 THROUGH ATC 1S EX
CLUS I VE PROFESSIONAL TRAI NING PROGRAM - 552 PA
GES , 7 BOOKS IN l ! INCLU DES HUGE REFERENCE GLOS
SARY ( OVER Boo CURRENT MAJ OR PRIVATE & PUBLIC 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION) 1 CHARTS, CHECKLISTS, ON 
LINE DATABASES &. HORE ! GLOSSARY UPDATED ONCE A 
YEAR ! THE BEST TR..\,lNJNG PROGRAM ALL AROUND ! 

CONTAINS DOZENS OF EXCLUSIVE INVESTI GATION FEATU
RES & PATTERNS . LEARN JN LESS THAN 2 MONTHS. 
START AGENC Y WITH HTNIHAL I NVESTMENT . TREMENDOUS 
OPPORTUNlTI ES - 50-IOOK - TN THJS 11 FIELD OF THE 
FUTURE 11 • IHHEDIATE COMMERCIAL APPLICATIONS fl\OH 
DAY l IN BUSINESS! 

- FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION SEND $2.00 (RE-
(- FUNDABLE) FOR ATC'S 16 PAGES INFO-PACK . 

ATC: THE LEADER IN TRACING 
EXPERTISE &Ml INVESTIGATIONS! 

American Tracing Corp. * 289 College Street, Burlington, VT 05401·8320 * 
BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED 

Nation-wide need for Ball Bond Investigators. 
Over 3,700 Bail Bond agencies are experiencing a 
greater number of bond skips. Get your foot in lhe door 
as a Bail Bond lnvestigalor. Message tells how! 
Have pen and paper ready. Call 1·900-988·9808, ext. 228. 
($2/min./5 minute call) Off duty military welcome! 

The World's Mosl Powerful Blowguns 
are DOWS & DIRTY! 

Write or Call For Immediate Info. 
J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 

P.O. Box 209, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0209 
Tel. (602) 855-8095 

INVESTIGATOR'S GUIDE TO INFORMATION RE 
SOURCES; Credit . public, private, online, CD-ROM, 
confidential. VISAJMC (818) 367-0154 or send $35.00 to 
A1 DATA. Dept. SOF. P.O. Box 922169. Sylmar. CA 
91392 . (172) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE - The Most devastating 
manual ever published ! Over 1000 entries completely 
cross-re ferenced. It would take 15 books to equal the 
information jam-packed in th is giant 8 1 /2 x 11 hardcover 
volume. $49 95 plus $3 .50 shipping/handling to Anchor 
Publishing . PO Box 2630·J. Landover Hills. MD 20784. 
Visa/Maslercard orders call 24 hours. (800) 448-6280 . 
(172) 

UNARMED COMBAT. Pract ical self-defense for the urban 
jungle lllustraied book $1 2 LIBRA ENTERPRISES Box 
31719 San Franc;sco . CA 94131 (172) 

BOOK 11 HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY-ALL 
NEW Lee Lapin! Tricks from engineers. top cops. 
agents-cutt ing edge audio/video surveillance. high priced 
'officia l' methods (and inexpensive counterparts) to read 
computers from a distance. bypass passwords . obtain 
unlisted phone numbers. intercept ce llular calls . pagers 
and faxes. trace and track with new data bases. surveil
lance proof any room . tap any phone. Whew! 'Really scary 
stuff-Charles Jaco CNN.' $38 .50 poslpaid ISECO. 2228 El 
Camino Real. •349-2 . San Mateo . CA 94403 . (1 72) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Sharpest lactics get settle
ment you want 228-page book . $18 .95 . Visa/MC: 800-
338-8484 . Eden Press. Box 8410-DD. Fountain \;illey. 
CA 92728 . (176) 

11/iuu t/c V;£H
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CACHE TUBES, all 
sizes threaded or slip-fit 

caps thickwall PVC 

CAN SAFES, over 150 
models from beer cans to 

aerosols that actually spray 

SECRET COMPARTMENT KITS, 
all materia ls and instruct ions included 
guaranteed lowest prices on all items 
ca ll or write for free brochure 

g~flef 
CONCEALMENT DEVICES 

PO Box 15878 •Sarasota. FL 34277 

(813) 378-2761 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE - /lJJJJW ~WEEKS 

=ROCKET LAUNCHER= 

f"~"t;• ~.r:i:~ l 
' •Facto ry Direct 11 •Electroniclgrntion 

FX-1 Long •Speed-200+mph FX-7 Shor! 
Range Rocke! •Ra nge 50011.+ Ran ge Ro cket 

• One XK· 1 Electr'Jnic Ignition Rocket Launcher with Safety Switch . 
Shield, and push button ignition 

• 3 FX·1long Range and 3 FX-7 Short Range Reuseable Rockets 
• Plans to custom bu ild your own short and long range rockets 
• 10 each of Tank targets and F15 targets 
• Operating and Safety Manual 

WABlillili; These rockels do not contain any exp losives and ii is 
strictly illegal to do so!! 

• Send cheque or money order for $79 + SS (Shipping and handling, 
U.S.) to OLEN INOUSTRIES: Oept. 3 
/478·21·10405 ·Jas~1Avenue. Edmonton . Alberta. Canada TSJ 352 

• 30 day money back guarantee 
OLEN INDUSTRIES specializes in the manufacture of laser systems 
and hi-tech equipment. 

• Up to $5000 free and clear-30 days. 
• Survive w/o a salary • Cash Income. 
• How to be working In 48 hours. 
• Get college degrees by mall. 
• Recession-proof jobs, careers. 
• $100,000 credit on signature alone. 
• Business money secrets, sources. 
• Visa/MasterCard-no credit check. tll•lll••••• FREE 40-page catalog 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AF • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

GENIUNE UN-CUT MILITARY ISSUE- Tactics and !ech
niques in counter guerilla operations. $29.95 + $3.50 ·PH . 
Satisfaction guaranteed . Cl iford Publishing , 2651 Jammes 
Rd. Cont. Stn . 132. P.O. Box 46032 . Jax . FL 32210. (172) 

THE POOR MAN·s FORT KNOX: Home security with 
Inexpensive safes-this is the first and only took at home 
safes avai lable to the average cit izen. from pistol strong
boxes to larger security cabinets and walk -in vau lts! Learn 
the secret of find ing the best safes at cheap prices. which 
sates are best for firearms. tr icks for mak ing burg lars 
ignore your safe and much more! 5 112 X 8 1/2. softcover, 
photos . illus .. 48 pp. Send $14 .00 ppd to Paladin Press. 
Box 1307-2AOK. Boulder. Colorado 80306. (303)443-
7250 . (173) 

ARMCHAIR HOODLUM Books is the name for true 
organized crime read ing . Mysterious Billy Glass-Billy 
Glass Gets Even-The Santa Barbara Society . All real 
shockers !! $12 per. M Kelley. 3518 El Cam ino Real #327. 
Atascadero. CA. 93422 . (176) 
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THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

I
r DEPT. SG202, PO Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 , 

Rush me your "o.t.ctlve" c.,.., Kit-No "Inman wlll call. I 
I •-I 
1:-....,_ I , ______________ ;.a 

r-- -Streetlethal--1 
I SPEED KILL I 
I [!'.!"Can you hll a man 11 times or more in one second or less? I 
I 

[!'.!"Can you drop a man to his knees wllh one blow? I 
ffi" Can you win a fight in 3 seconds or less? 

I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! FREE DETAILS I 
Warrior Publications 

L 6252 Dark Hollow Rd., Medford, OR 97501 (503) 535-3188~ 
CUT OUT AND MAIL THIS AD TODAY! -----------

WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 
SUBSCRIBE TO ... 

~IIU'l'AllY ~ lrEllH~I.ES 
MAGAZINE 

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues) $15 • 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 

P.O. Box 1748-L e Union, NJ 07083 
nm MAllUE'l'Pl.A(:E 

HHl MIU'l'All\' ''ElllCl,ES 

****************** 
BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

c.,. . VHS ONLY$39.95 
By the massed bands of the 
Royal Marines. A spectacular 
rousing performance. 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 

WANTED: MEN OF ACTION! True Crime. pirating. 
investigation. hunting/trapping. outdoor cooking, wilder
ness skills. survival and police science book catalog 
-S1 .00 Gaddis Publishing. Box 411476-SOF. Los Ange
les. Calif. 90041 . (183) 

PLAYBOY BACK ISSUE CATALOG S.A.S.E.:Playboy 
trading cards 526.95. Lantern News. Dept. F. 520 
Broadway. Fargo. ND 58102. (172) 

BIBLICAL EXAMINATION OF MISCEGENATION-Ethnic 
intermarriage (forbidden by God). 240 page book. $10.00 
Bible Restoration Ministries. P .O. Box 325 Royal Oak. Ml 
48068.(173) 

IN DANGER IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD! Terrorism in 
America. report Send $6.00 to Stephen L. Johnson. P.O . 
Box 134. Durant. OK 74702.(172) 
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FREEDOM COUNTRY 

20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 

~~~~-1 ;grl~~N~~~k~:ci~~~·F~~~i~~~r ~1~~~1~~~d ~i~~~: 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN· 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos. maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available' 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

21 o Milwaukee Street. Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722- (406) 846·1000 

"Outdoor Education & 
Equipment Supplier" 

Tracking: A Blueprint for Learning 
How. 149 pg .. A self-taught, step-by-step 
method on the art of mantracking. $12.95. 

Staying Alive in the Arctic. 60 pg. A 
pocket-size cold weather survival manual 
written for use in the Arctic and all cold 
weather climates. $3.50. 

Edible and Poisonous Plants of the 
Western/Eastern St.ates. 52 color plates 
of common edible and poisonous plants. 
Black print indicates edible plants with 
description, habitat, and uses; red print, 
poisonous and cautions. Specify Eastern or 
Western states. $6.95 per card deck. 

Survival Card Deck. First aid, campsites, 
shelters, fire starting, signals, water, food, 
and becoming unlost. $6.95. 

Send check or money order and $1.50 per 
item for shipping and handling to: 

ARK UTE, PO Box 1484~ Dept. OG , 
Lake Oswe o OR 9703::>. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing 
small business. Grants 'loans to $500.000. Free recorded 

. message: 707-449-8600. (KW5)( t 74) 

FOR SALE: Belize. Central America. Profitable restaurant 
with bar and adjoining apar1ment. Price: $7,500. Write: 
Ron Choquette. 1 George Street. Belize City. Belize. 
Central America. (172) 

INVENTIONS 0NEW PRODUCTS WANTED: We are a full 
service marketing patent development company For free 
information/ Inventors Newsletter call TLCI 1-800-468-
7200 24 hrs/day-USA/Canada. (172) 

COLLECTORS 
MILITARIA: West German. East German. Soviet. WWI. 
WWII . original and reenactors equipment. Call 215-398-
2650. Lisi S1 .00 Eagle Arms. RT 222. Breinigsville. PA 

. 18031 . (173) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals 
and uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Kaplans. Box 
890638. Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (174) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY. America·s largest supplier 
of CURRENT ISSUE British equipment. camouflage. 
headgear etc.. Catalog S1 .00. B.M.S .. Box 21606. 
Denver. CO 80221 (172) 

HAMILTON 
MILITARY WATCH 
Genuine Military Issue 
Not Rcpros or Rcbuilts - New In Box 
Supply Very Limited 
$139.95 + $3.50 S.H. 
Send Check or Money Order to: 
CJ Surplus 
Suite 160 •12625 Frederick St. #l-5 
Moreno Valle , CA 92553 

VIETNAM Collector? Patches. books. DI pins T-shirts. 
Catalog St SATCONG. Box t77VF. Syracuse. NY 13208. 
(178) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARfA: Insignia. flags. medals. 
uniforms. T-shirts, posters. camouflage. World's biggest 
cata log. S3.00. Krupper. Box 177SF. Syracuse. NY 13208 
(178) 

SPECIAL FORCES TIGERSTRIPE UNIFORMS. t 968 
Vietnam pattern worn in "The Green Berets .. NEW $72.00. 
Matching Boonie Hal St6.00. A.HA. Box 2t606. Denver. 
CO 80221 MasterCard & VISA Accepted ' (172) 

UNITED NATIONS INSIGNIA. U.N. Sky Blue Patch $8.00. 
U.N Enamelled Badge S15.00. U.N. Beret & Badge 
S30.00. A.H.A .. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221 (172) 

UNITED NATIONS MEDALS. Full size. Korea. UNEF 
t 956. Observer. Namibia. or lranl lraq S35.00 each. 
Miniatures $15.00 each. Catalogue 53.00 cash. 1nvicta 
International. 740 Gladstone. Ottawa. Canada. K1 R 6X5. 
(172) 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance 19.278 topics available1 306-
page catalog -rush S2.00. Research. t t 322 Idaho. 
•206EX. Los Angeles. CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 
800-35 t-0222 (California: 310-477-8226) (179) 

ACCREDITED DEGREES - Police Science. Security. 
Business Administration. etc. through correspondence 
- Catalog: U S.-S4.00. Foreign-S6.00 (American cur
rency) - St. John's University 31916SF. University C ircle. 
Springfield. Louisiana 70462-9t 008. (174) 

EMPLOYMENT 
OVERSEAS. STATESIDE. S100 lo S1000 daily Now 
hiring FREE list. ZINCS t t 7. Box 585. Dearborn. Ml 
48120. (t 75) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT EMPLOYMENT GUIDE Covers 
ALL Major Federal and State Law Enforcement Positions. 
Application Requirements. Addresses. Interviewing -
Every1hing! Guaranteed' S7.95 CONSULTANTS. P.O. 
Box 1232-SOF. Uniontown. PA 1540t . (173) 

INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS: Police. security. 
investigation. intelligence. Nationwide. some interna
tional Executives to 580.700. Positions explained. Three 
monthly issues: St6.95. PSIC/FO. P.O. Box t562. Deca
tur . IL 62525. (t 72) 
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1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

" 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WOR K 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 
401 SSF PROGRESS Bl VD 

PERU, IL 61354 

ii (815 ) 223-1159, Ask For David 

LEE CUSTOM WATCHES 
P.O. BOX 16000-170C 

Lubbock, TX 79490-6000 
(Send Check or Money Order) 

(include $3 .00 for S&H) 

NEW 
CREATION 

THE 
"PATRIOT" 

vs. 
"SCUD" 
WATCH 

The "Scud is blown up in mid-air by the 
"Patriot" missile. (The Scud is flying around 
the watch.) This gold tone watch comes in 2 
qualities: Quartz and Mechanical, and 2 sizes: 
Men's and smaller size for ladies and children, 
with genuine crocodile grain leather band. 

QUARTZ: $49.95/MECHANICAL: $39.95 
(806) 742-4285 

Wholesalers Welcome 
2 year warranty 

POSTA L JOBS TO 560,896: Plus vacation . reti rement , 
with proven system _ Free detai ls - Smart. Box 527 . 
Belleville. Kansas 66935 .(173) 

CARIBBEAN ISLANDS WANT YOU!!! Live! Work! Invest! 
Full information on requirements . contacts . jobs. British 
Vi rgins. An tigua. St. Kitfs. St. Vincent. Montserrat! Start 
packing! Caribbean Review. P.O. Box 24165 . London. 
Canada. N6H 5C4. Only $10 .00 U.S.(174) 

FOR SALE 
MILITARY SPECIAL OPERATIONS freefal l parach ule 
rig . main & reserve gray raven Ill ram air canopy's . Rugged 
gray military reinforced & padded harness. with attach
ments for special warfare equip. Used only twice. Excel
lent cond . 53300 .00 OBO. Brian Lord 213-837-1525. 8033 
Sunset Bl. "158 . Hollywood . CA 90046 . (172) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTER KITS! Surface mount 
transmitters! Tracking transmitters! Voice disguisers! Bug 
detecto rs ! Phone snoops ! More! Kit catalog 52 .00 : XANDI 
ELECTRONICS. Box 25647. Dept. 40Z. Tem pe AZ 
85285-5647 . (172) 

MACE TEARGAS AEROSOL: Perterred by mosl law 
enforcemen t agencies . Fliptop safety design. Send 
512 .95 • 52.95 S&H to CCR. 66 Crescenl Sireet . Depl 
280 . Slamford . CT 06906.(172) 

FREE 
40-PAG E PR IVACY CATALOG : Cash income opporluni
ties. Home business . Divorce tr icks New identity . cred it 
jobs. degree. Fore;gn passports. EDEN PRESS. Box 
8410-S R. Founlain Valley . CA 92728 . (174) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed saHsfaclion. 
Send 51 for postage: Melisa. P.O . Box 1755 Dept. 
SF90-L . Honolulu. HI 96806 . (176) 

FREE SPY CATALOG Investigations. New Identity. 
Surveillance. Disguise Techniques. Equipm ent. North
west 4450 Van Nuys . 588SF2 Sherman Oaks. CA 91403. 
(1 72) 
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SURVEILLANCE 
SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance 
equipment. Complete line of investigative, 

communications & countermeasures equipment. 
CONTACT 1BE SlfmlUANCE SPt:CWJS'IS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS .USOCIATES, Lm. 
PO ... nss, So_,..., PA 18"' 

(215) 3SH8'S 

~ ~ 
s1z1 1cu. in. 

Record telephone conversa11ons in your ottice 01 
home Cvnnec ts between any casselle or !ape 
record er and your telephone ~i ne . Stans auto· 
ma1 ically when phone is answered . Records bolh 
sides of conversalion . Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 

$19.95 EACH 01y 0>< ''"' 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more power1ul man 1.1her 1ransmi'lters 
Transm 1 1~ up to 11. mile 10 any FM radio ·E.a sy 10 
Assemble K~ · up to 9V banery {not 1no ) 
For catalog or Transmnters . Voice Scramblers ano 
olher spec1c1ny items. enclcs.e S2 00 10 usr Corp 

Call 407-725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per Item to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 

SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD'a OK. 

AFRICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 

INSTRUCTION 
U.S. MILITARY TRAINING . Casselle Tape courses. 
Weapons. maneuvers. explosives List $2 00. sample 
tape 55.00 . Farnell. P.O. Box 36. Pocono Manor. PA 
18349.(172) 

KNIVES & BAYONETS 
QUALITY KNIVES! Major brands at discount prices . Send 
$2 .00 for latest price list. The Cutt ing Edge. P.O. Box 
2145SF. Haddonfield . NJ 08033 . (172) 

BLACK KNIVES FOR SALE ;n k;t fo rm $159.95 . as 
featured in October 1991 issue of SOF. Others available 
send S2 .00 to Knife Trader. PO Box 534, Ovid . Ml 48866 . 
(1 72) 

. MISCELLANEOUS 
EXCLUSIVE WATCH DESIGN . Your company. club. or 
organ ization logo . For details contact Phoenix Interna
tional Trad ing Co .. PO Box 22844, Tampa , Florida 33622 . 
{172) 

SURVEILLANCE /COUNTERSPY EQUIPMENT! Low 
Prices! Transmitters . miniature cameras. exlended re
corders. secret devices. bug detectors. personal protec
tion, books . more! Catalog $5 .00 Guardian, Box 1669-
115. NewpM. CA 92659 . (172) 

Be a DETECTIVE 
AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 
MEN - WOMEN -
TRAIN AT HOME FOR 
AN EXCITING PART OR 
FULL-TIME CAREER 
AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 
START YOU R OWN AGENCY 

- - LEARN ALL THE LATEST 
, ·- , , ~ OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 

~ ''0 TECH NIQUES ,1A·111, 
~/ s ,,,. ' , FROM THE ~.J:,:.;;·,. ,,'I._ 
-, ~ l. I ~ EXPERTS. A .... ~~.~.~ ... ~ 

EST '~ '1 ,..,_,, 

1973 CALL NOW 617-721-4292 

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
171C Park Street, Stoneham, MA 02180 

NAME.~---------------

ADDRESS _____________ _ 

CITY STATE _ ZIP __ _ 

TERRORISTS ARE 
DUTTA CONTROL 

A handful of armed civilians prevent a na
tional disaster. This could happen anywhere 
when the only law left is the armed civilian. 

Action packed VHS Video for only s19.95. 
Send Cash, Check , or M.O. to 

SVT ENTERPRISES, 
REAR BUTTERFIELD RD. , SAUGUS, MA 01906 

r------------, Learn gunsmithing! 
America's No. 1 home study 

program. Become an expert 
with rifles, shotguns, hand
guns. Learn high-profit re
pairs, work full- or part-time. 
Free career booklet. 

800-223-4542 
Name --------- -
Address ________ _ 

City ___ _____ _ 

State Zip ____ _ 

The School of Gunsmithing 
2245 Perimeter Park 

LDept. GB171 , Atlanta, GA 30341 J ------------

ORIENTAL LADIES overseas want correspondence/ 
marriage . Respectable. traditional . loyal. Direct contact . 
INTRODUCTIONS Box 230SF, 2421 W. Pratt . Chicago. IL 
60645 . (172) 

R&R FOR SINGLE MEN. Enjoy a playful vacalion in the 
Philippines with exo tic oriental escorts 24 hours a day. 
Vacalion. Box 43 {SOFJ. Bellerose. NY 11426. (172) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 .00 for pol ice catalog. B-PEC 
Dept. SF791 Box 7638, Sunnymead . CA 92303 (174) 

DEFEND AGAINST ATTACK! Steel Pen: lethal bu t legal 
for self-defense. Instruction Bookie! $7.95. SIG. PO Box 
6401 . F.D R. Station. New York. NY 10150. (172) 
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W.W. II COLLECTORS O\ uc 40.000 rn:us 
Hals·Badges·Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 
original U.S. maker), tan witti 

~~~ta.~~~~hg~~ ~ij~~'s,~~!"si~~at, 
M, °'lg . . . . $68.00 

fu'~Y~:~:r:.~~8c?~a~~ 2ig.8tge 
(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd .. Box2063-T. St. Louis. M063158 

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 

Personal Protection Dogs • Guard Dogs • 
Narcotics/Explosive Detection • Police Patrol 
Dogs • Dual Purpose • Sales/lease • Drug 
Testing • Professional Training for your Dog • 

DEA Reg. #RC0124797 
Tx. OPS Reg. #G0068380 Tx. License #C-5343-9 

A professionaly Innovative approach to 
your security needs 

CENTEX SECURITY K-9 SERVICES 
24235 Natural Bridge Caverns Rd. 

San Antonio, TX 78266-1601 

1-512-651-5838 
Fax# (512) 651-9356 

"100% Replacement Guaranteed" 

SHOCKING MANUALS!! 
Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical.100+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) - as seen 
on CBS "60 MINUTES". Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 
2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER S37 

ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 (SOS) 434-0234 

• Full Size U.S. Medals, adge 
UN and RVN Medals • Display Cases 

• Miniature Medals • Manuals on 
• Official Ribbons Claiming Medals 
• Rank Badges • All Services 
• Personal Service • All Guaranteed! 

SEND $2.00TODAY FOR COLOR CATALOG! 

MEDALS OF AMERICA 
1929SF FAIRVIEW ROAD 

FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 

DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. 
We'll help. Licensed/Bonded . Apps accepled $500-
$50,000. Nol a loan company. UAC, Depl. SF, P.O. Box 
26295. Birmingham, AL 35226 or call 1-800-326-8284. 
(172) 

50,000 BIG MAPS (ANYPLACE): Iraq. Vietnam, Ohio
anyplace! Tactical. surplus. Navy. CIA. topographic. 
calalog. $3.00 (refundable) Allied. Drawer 5070-F. Glen
dale, AZ 85312. (172) 

BROCHURE· See our large seleclion of cilalions/ 
diplomas/awards for military/marksmanship/martial arts 
and more. Send $1 plus large SASE to Docugraphics 
3232 SW 35 Blvd. Suite 115, Dept. S, Gainesville, FL. 
32608.(173) 

CUSTOM PAINTING, acrylic on canvas, planes. ships, 
USA only, photo sample, information Charles McConnell 
73 Circuit Drive Binghamlon. NY 13903. (172) 
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r-------------------1 
I BE A PARALEGAL! I 
I America's No. 1 home study paralegal I 
I program. Attorney-Instructed. Prepare I 
I now for your law career! School of Para· I 

legal Studies, Oept. LB111 2245 Perim-
• eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. I 
I FREE CAREER BOOKLET: I 
I CALL 800·223·4542 I L-------------------J 

G 

PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR 

"Clue" into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.I. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn: 

* How to get on the "fast track" to big money 
* All fundamentals o f private investigation and 

survei llance 
* How lo start your own detective agency 
* Where lo buy state-o l-the-art electronic detection 

equipment 
* How to operate from home, no investment required 
* ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

Free Information: 
UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
P.O. BOX 2133 

DEPT. INVESTIGATIONS (SF 

Import Catalog $4.00 

BRITISH REGnun IMPORTS 
Daparlm•nl-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashvllla, TN 37205 

LAW ENFORCEMENT BADGES and patches send $1.00 
tor list or $8 .00 for 12 monthly lists. B-Pec Dept. SF991, 
Box 7638 Sunnymead, CA 92552 .(172) 

"PANTHER" Strenglh tor Seit Defense!'! " Posilive" 
results in "six weeks." Free details . Kisha, Box 147, Dept. 

. CB, Duquesne. PA 15110. (172) 

TRIANGLE FORT, MEKONG DELTA, VIETNAM: 10x14 
color photo suitable for framing - $11 .95. Brochure $1 . Tim 
Kerr. P.O. Box 9342. Seattle, WA 98109. (172) 

FASCINATING BOOKS/VIDEOS! Secrels. government, 
spying, military, revenge, survival, weapons, more ... ! 
Discount catalog $5 .00 Freedom Box 520294 Sall Lake 
City. UT 84152. (172) 

MULTINATIONALIZE YOURSELF- USA citizens no 
longer lose citizenship by acquiring second foreign 
passport. Protect your assets, your freedom. save taxes. 
20 pages information and free c0py of EXPATWORLD 
newsletter. $5.00 air P&H, Expatworld, Box 1341 , Rattles 
City, Singapore.(172) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Directories! Federal. 
police. surveillance. survival, military, car phones. More! 
Big catalog' CAB. P.O. Box 56-F, Cammack. NY 
11725.(176) 

MALE POWER PACK. Creales/builds muscle. strength. 
stamina. endurance. Can elevate testosterone level 
200%. Enhances vi rility . Safe . Dynamite Gitt' 1-800-878-
8844. (172) 

CONTACT LENS REPLACEMENTS. Starting at $30. per 
pair. lnternalional Oplics. PO Box 82798, Tampa, FL 
33682. (813) 254-6899. (172) 

CUSTOMIZED CERTIFICATES - CIA Spy, KGB Agent, 
NAVY Sealteam - with authentic insignias (hundreds 
more. or your design) $4.95; 3/$12.00 - CouchPolalo 
Publishing, 8642 Cenlre, Largo, Florida 34647 . lntorma
tion: (813) 399-2631 . MCNisa: (BOO) 536-0005. New 
military catalog : $1.00. (172) 

TELEPHONE PRIVACY 24-hours on demand. Block 
caller 10 to protect unlisted numbers & keep long distance 
numbers off your bill. Domestic calls 1-900-737-5555 
$1 .89 1st min . + $1 .59 add min. International calls 
1-900-737-9999 $4 .95 1st min + $4.35 add min by 
Diamond Woodsfield Corp. (172) 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG OF POLICE AND 
INVESTIGATION EQUIPMENT $2.00 IPEC Dept. SF1091 
Box 7638. Moreno CA 92303. (173) 

f'fll.lflilf:.f\r.l~GI SUPPLY 201-948-6260 
W~WLILIWW"CI Rt. 10 Box 10419 Dept. SOF 

NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Hammock is a copy al the Hammock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawlin insects off of ou. 

Cashiers check. money or.der . personal checks or Visa & Mas1er ard 
gladlyaccepteo NOCOD"s All mcrchano1se1s 100%guaranteed 
Resident s ol Alaska . Hawa11 and Puerto Rico add 5% tor snipping 

M 
FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 
AND GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. •Bulkt-
Ing TeflonTM·Coaled Bullets •Jamming Speed 

~~00~ 
R8dar •Titanium Warheads •Activating Inert 
Gren8det •Hypersecure Encrypthlrt •Rocket 
Weapons-Clandestine Pyro Expoa9 •Weertng 
A Wire •Defeating Alarms •Forbidden Tech 

~ 
Marketplace •Surveillance Photography 
-computer VINMS •Scrambllng/Deacrambl-
Ing •Ultruonk: WNpOna •Morel 8.5x11, 258 

A Slr•ng~ •r>d O•nge•ous l oo k 
meaty pages. A Fresh & Lucid Look at Forl>kS-

• IF O•b,.ld<!nle<:nno\ogy den Technology! $33 domestic postage paid. 

Mick Tyner Regl1try Dlatrfbutlng, 1616 17th St, Ste Jn, 
Denver CO 80202. Sold ontv to Inform. 

MEET WOMEN WORLD WIDE Free 32 page catalog . 
America's most respected correspondence club since 
1974 . Che,ry Blossoms, 190FT Rainbow Ridge. Kapaau. 
HI 96755 808-961-2114 (172) 

SATELLITE AND AERIAL PHOTOS every slale. county 
and town . Maps of all states, 1000 cities, t 25 countries. 
Road. flood plain. topographic, geologic, air and sea 
charts and wall maps . Free catalog: World Image, 6348 W. 
95th St .. Suite 104. Oak Lawn. IL 60453 . (708) 233-0208 . 
(174) 

SURPLUS 
MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS: Large inven
tory. New and Used . Mail $1 .00 (refundable) tor Price List: 
Hugh Wade's, 2120 West Reelfool Ave .. Union City. TN 
38261-9732 . (172) 

CAMOUFLAGE FROM 50 NATIONS! New Winter Cata
log of Rare & Unique Military Camouflage from around the 
World . $1 .00 ., l.M S .. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221 . 
(172) 

MILITARY CLOTHING, FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, Flight 
and field jackels, and more . Call Toll Free (800) 533-3470 
for FREE CATALOG. Lee-Jackson Militaria, PO Box 
8663. San Jose . CA 95155. (172) 

GOVERNMENT DRUG SEIZURES, surplus. cars. boats. 
houses, electronics. More! Dirt Cheap! Amazing Insider 
Information' Full Details' 401-934-0611 ext. FS1 (172) 

SURVIVAL 
SURVIVAL.SAFETY.FIRST AID PACKS. 300 unique 
ilems in 32 page catalog $2 (refundable) . FASS PACKS 
Box 117045SOF. Burlingame. CA 9•011 . (174) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles. Bombs, 
Pots. Grenades) - Send $3 .00 (refundable with order) for 
catalogue ol these and much more! Many exclusive 
products. Signus, Box 33712-W24, Phoenix AZ 85067. 
(172) 

TRAINING 
U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM . Gain strength 
and self confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the 
world's most elite combat unit. Send $10 .95 to T-N-S Ent.. 
PO Box 5644, Virginia Beach. VA 23455. (176) 

POLICE/LAW ENFORCMENT TRAINING. National 
Academy of Investigative & Security Sciences . Guaran
teed quality professional training courses. For FREE 
information send S.A.S.E. to National Academy. 3435 
Camino det Rio South, Suite 307. San Diego. CA 92108 . 
(172) 

PROFESSIONAL HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT tactics 
training for police. military, all levels, send $5 .. SASE, 
S.P.1. Inc .. 11160 McKenzie Rd . Richmond . B.C .. Canada, 
V7A 1S4.(172) 
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.45 ACP 9 Para 
TYPE .45 ACP TYPE 9x19rnm Luger 

BULLET: 230 gr FMJ BULLET: 124 gr FMJ 
copper jacket lead core copper jacket lead core 

CASE: Brass reloadable CASE: Brass reloadable 
PRIMER: Boxer noncorrosive PRIMER : Boxer noncorrosive 

VELOcm: 830 FPS vnocrrr. 1130 FPS 
MUZZ LE ENERG Y: 326 F.P. MUZZLE ENERGY: 426 F.P. 

PACKAGING 50 Rds/box PACKAGING 50 Rds/box 
1000 Rds/case 2000 Rds/case 

The classic 45 ammo. Priced Accurate , high velocity 
right for target and sport ammo for targets, 
shooting. Powerful defense . defense, and small game. 

MAGAZINE: 10 Rds. 

7.6 x39 
TYPE 7.62x39mm Russian 

BULLET: 122 gr FMJ 
copper jacket lead core 

CASE : Steel nonreloadable 
PRIMER : Berdan noncorrosive 

VELOCIT'f. 2350 FPS 
MUZZLE ENERGY: 1485 f.P. 

PACKAGING 20 Rds/box 
1200 Rds/case 

I 
Growing popular in U.S. 

with collectors, small 
game hunters. New ammo. 

CALIBER: .22 Long Rifle 

LENGTH: 41 .5 Inches 
BARREL: 1B.5 Inches 
WEIG HT: 4.5 lbs. 

.223 
TYPE .223 Remington 

BULLET: 55gr FMJ 
copper jacket lead core 

CASE: Brass reloadable 
PRIMER: Boxer noncorrosive 

VELOCIT'f. 3250 FPS 
MUZZLEENERGY: 1375 F.P. 

PACKAGING 20 Rds/box 
1600 Rds/case 

Dependable in semi and full 
auto, bolt, and single shot 

rifles of 5.56 or .223 

ChinaSports Inc., Ontario, CA 91761 ChinaSports products are available through the Distributor-Dealer network. See your local Dealerl 
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